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Message to Families

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to Northeast Elementary School! We are excited to welcome both new and returning
families to another wonderful school year. At Northeast, we believe every child can learn, grow,
and succeed in a safe, supportive, and inclusive environment where all students are
encouraged to Rise and Shine.

We know that a strong partnership between home and school is the key to student success.
Together, we can help every child develop academically, socially, and emotionally while fostering
confidence, responsibility, kindness, and a lifelong love of learning.

This Family Handbook is designed to be a helpful resource throughout the school year. Inside,
you will find important information about school and district policies, daily procedures,
attendance, communication, and student expectations. We encourage you to review it carefully
and keep it for future reference.

We invite you to stay connected by attending school events, participating in parent-teacher
conferences, joining our PTO, and maintaining open communication with your child's teacher
and our staff. Your involvement strengthens our school community and helps every NE Star
thrive.

Thank you for entrusting us with your child's education. We look forward to partnering with your
family and making this a successful and memorable school year. If you have any questions,
please contact our main office at (203) 977-4469.

Together, we will help our NE Stars Rise and Shine!

Sincerely,

Jennifer DeRubeis Principal

Angela Plateroti Assistant Principal

Brie O'Bryan, Assistant principal for specialized instruction

Nikki Forbes, Multi-Tiered Support Specialist


mailto:jderubeis@stamfordpublicschools.org
mailto:aplateroti@stamfordpublicschools.org
mailto:bobryan@stamfordpublicschools.org
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SPS Mission

SPS Stamford Public Schools Mission Statement: Is to provide an education that cultivates
productive habits of mind, body, and heart in every student.

Northeast Mission

Northeast Elementary School's Mission is to empower every student by providing an exemplary
educational foundation that includes critical and creative thinking, social-emotional learning,
physical education, music, and the arts in a collaborative and inclusive learning environment.

Brief History of Northeast

Opened in the mid-1960s, Northeast Elementary School is located at 82 Scofieldtown Rd in
North Stamford, CT. Serving roughly 400 to 500 students in grades K-5, the school celebrated its
50th anniversary with a community gala in 2017. Throughout its history, the school has placed a
heavy emphasis on community connection. Students frequently participate in hands-on local
history programs, such as tours of the historic Hoyt-Barnum House hosted by the Stamford
History Center.

Important Links:

Northeast School Website
Northeast PTO

SPS Website

SPS Family Guide

District ALERTSTransportation

Parent Portal

School Calendar

Student Registration

Bus Tracking First View App


https://www.northeastelementary.org/
https://northeastnepto.ptboard.com/home
https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org
http://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/about-us/family-guide
https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/connect/subscribe-to-district-news-and-alerts
https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/departments/transportation
https://sis.stamfordpublicschools.org/public/home.html
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1780667427/stamfordpublicschoolsorg/stamfordpublicschoolsorg/stamfordpublicschoolsorg/e2lrntdr6a9zthm3j3vd/2026-27Calendar_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/departments/office-of-family-community-engagement/student-registration
https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/departments/office-of-family-community-engagement/sps-parent-university#fs-panel-31834

SCHOOL SESSIONS

Grades K - 5 Full Day Session 7:55a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Early Release Day Session 7:55a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Delayed Opening Session 9:55a.m.-2:30 p.m

Students are considered late after 8:15. Arriving at school on time is necessary to receive all the academics
required to be successful. If, on occasion, a student should arrive after 8:15 a.m., the student must be with an
adult when approaching the front door to ring the doorbell. Students are then let in to report to the office
before going to the classroom.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

If your child is going to be absent, please notify the school at 203-977-4469. In order for an
absence to be considered excused, a written note must accompany the student on the first day
back in class. The note should include the date of return, the child’s name, the date absent, and the
reason for the absence. Any absence for which the school does not receive appropriate notification
will be unexcused. Excessive absences from school are detrimental to the educational process.
Students having more than 18 absences for the school year may, at the discretion of the
principal, be denied promotion. The procedures for unexcused absences are as follows:

Extended Travel: We request that a family’s travel plans respect the school calendar. If a child’s
absence is prolonged, the school should be informed in writing. Parents are asked to write an email
or note to the teacher and Principal indicating the reason for the extended leave. We will not
provide work for your extended travel. Please note that we will note the student’s absence as per
state guidelines (see below). *Guidelines for Implementation of the Definitions of Excused and
Unexcused Absences and Best Practices for Absence Prevention and Intervention, click here

for more information.

Policy 5113 - Attendance and Excuses & 5113R

C


https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/chronic-absence/guidelines_excused_and_unexcused_absences.pdf?la=en
https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/board-of-education/policies/2023-2024-sps-policies-for-families#fs-panel-42252

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

ARRIVAL

To ensure a smooth start to the school day, students walk to class on their own. Families dropping off
students are encouraged to say goodbye before students enter the building, as we hope to build confident,
independent scholars.

EARLY PICK-UP

If a child must leave school before dismissal begins, please send a note to school with your child notifying
the teacher of the early pick-up. Children will not be released without a note from a parent. We ask that you
keep early pick-ups to a necessary minimum. Every minute of classroom instruction is vital to our scholars’
academic, social, and emotional success. To ensure the safety of our students, no student(s) will be released
after 2:00 pm on a full schedule day and 12:00 pm on an early release schedule day.

In case of extreme emergency, you may phone the office, notifying the office staff of the need for early
pick-up. If an early pick-up is necessary, please come directly to the main office to sign out your child. Please
do not go to the classroom; for the safety and security of all children, teachers are not permitted to release
children to anyone directly. Any person other than the parent picking up a child must have written
authorization to do so and must be 18 years of age or older. Children will not be waiting in the office; they will
be called from class when you arrive.

DAILY DISMISSAL

Our staff members will follow the dismissal plan indicated by the parent/guardian at the beginning of the
school year. Any changes in dismissal plans MUST be communicated by the parent or guardian to the child’s
teacher at the start of the day in writing, with the date for the change indicated. We understand emergencies
arise, but any changes in dismissal plans must be made before 1:00 p.m. to ensure your child’s change will be
made promptly.

Please note: We cannot accept dismissal changes communicated by your child. Without a note from the
parent/guardian, we will follow your original instructions.

CAR PROCEDURES

Student Drop Off:

Students transported to school by car are to be let out of the vehicle, starting at 7:55 am. Staff members are
assigned to direct students along the perimeter of the field to the side door. Doors open no earlier than 7:55
am. No students should be let out of the car in the back of the building or the parking lot to walk in. Please
have your student(s) prepared to be dropped off in the car line. A Staff member will assist with opening doors,
which will help the flow of traffic. No driver should be getting out of their vehicle or passing other cars on the
side while in the drop-off line.

Student Pick-Up:

Those using a car to pick up students are asked to put a sign in their passenger window with the last name and
grade of student(s) being picked up. Cars will then proceed to the back of the building onto the upper blacktop
area in the rear parking lot. A Staff member will call your student out from the building. Staff will assist your
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student into your car, where they should be able to put on their seatbelts. No one should be out of their cars
during this time. If you are sending a new person to pick up your child, a note must be sent to the classroom
teacher that morning. We will not allow a student to leave the building without communication from the
parent about the new driver. Students riding home for a playdate with a different driver must also present a
note stating the name of the student(s) changing plans to be picked up. Remind your child he/she is to let one
of the staff members know that he/she is leaving the area.

NO ONE IS TO EVER TAKE A CHILD FROM THE CAR PICK-UP AREA IF A NOTE HAS NOT BEEN PRESENTED IN
THE OFFICE FOR A CHANGE IN TRANSPORTATION HOME.

SCHOOL CANCELLATIONS AND DELAYED OPENINGS

Inclement weather may cause a school closing, an opening delay, or an early dismissal. You may get
up-to-date information in several ways:

e ParentLink Phone Call sent out by Stamford Public Schools
e http://twitter.com/SPSSuper

e WSTC 1400 on the AM radio dial

e Channel 12 on Cablevision
[ ]

www.stamfordpublicschools.org or www.ctweather.com



http://www.stamfordpublicschools.org
http://www.ctweather.com

NORTHEAST EXPECTED BEHAVIOR:

At Northeast, we expect our scholars to use three simple principles to guide their behavior:
® Respect for self
o Respect for others
e Respect for your environment

As a school community, we need to work together to provide models for our children. Children learn from
adult attitudes and actions. Classroom expectations are established to guide the development of good
citizenship and to maintain an orderly learning environment. School is a shared place of learning. Every
learner deserves the opportunity to work in an orderly and safe classroom. Please discuss the expectations of
behavior with your child throughout the year.

When a child displays behavior that is not aligned with expectations, there is a process in place to help the
child learn from their mistake.

1. Teachers are equipped to handle misbehavior in their classrooms. Reminders, talking quietly with a
student or students, a change of seat, and time with a buddy teacher are some of the strategies used to
support students.

2. Areferral to the office for a child to see an administrator will be made when either:

e The behavior is ongoing, and the student is still struggling to meet expectations despite teacher
intervention.
e The behavior is severe and places the safety of the student or other students or adults at risk.

The administration will work with the student and the referring teacher to handle these situations.
Consequences may include:

Meeting with the administration

Phone call to the parent

Conference with the administration and the teacher
Restorative Approach- Conflict Resolution Strategies
Loss of privileges

% day or full day in-school suspension

% day or full-day out-of-school suspension

Nou,kwnpeE

This consequence is used very infrequently and only after all other consequences have been exhausted,
including policy.

Student Behavior and Discipline



https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/departments/public-affairs-office/sps-news/details/~board/sps-newsflash/post/student-behavior-discipline

DRESS CODE

Our scholars are expected to come to school dressed appropriately for learning. Boys and girls
should wear clothing that is layered to ensure comfort in all areas of the school building.

Please adhere to the following guidelines required for all scholars, K-5:

e Shoes/sneakers/sandals must be worn at all times in school throughout the year (including warm
weather months). Flip-flops are not recommended due to safety concerns.

e Long or short-sleeved shirts, blouses, tops, etc., must cover the stomach & back completely. (Tank tops
and spaghetti straps are not appropriate attire for school.)

e Pants and skirts must sit at the waist. Belts should be worn to keep pants/skirts at the waist and
undergarments covered at all times. Elastic band pants and skirts work well for meeting the dress
code.

e Shirts and shorts need to be at school-appropriate length (middle of the thigh).

e Please leave any distractions to the learning environment at home, such as cell phones, electronic
gadgets, games, big jewelry, toys, etc. Cell phones are NOT allowed at school. If you feel your child
needs a cell phone, it must be turned off and remain in his/her backpack.

If a child’s outfit is not suitable for school, a phone call home will be made for a change of clothes. For students
in kindergarten and 1* grade, we suggest keeping a change of clothing in school, in case clothes get soiled.

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call the school for clarification at (203) 977-4469.

We thank you for sending your child dressed appropriately for school.
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SPS Cell Phone and Electronic Device Use Policy

The Stamford Public Schools recognize that many students at all grade
levels possess and bring cell phones and other electronic devices to school. The
purpose of the Stamford Board of Education Cell Phone and Electronic Device Use
Policy is to ensure that cell phones and other electronic devices support
classroom instruction, enrich student learning, and promote the safety of
students, school staff, and school property. The use of cell phones and other
electronic devices will be regulated by the building administration and by the
classroom teacher.

The Board considers allowing students to bring such devices to school a privilege, not a right. The Board
reserves the right to revoke this privilege if a student fails to adhere to Board policies and associated rules and
regulations. The following are guidelines and/or the Stamford Board of Education's acceptable use and
regulations for electronic devices.

At Northeast School, cell phones should not be visible or used during class instruction. If cell phones are used
during inappropriate times, the administration and/classroom teachers will use the following procedures:

e 1stviolation: phone is taken away and returned at the end of the day, with a phone call home
sharing guidance around cell phone expectations.

e 2nd violation: the parent is called, the phone is taken away, and the parent must pick up the
phone.

e 3rd violation, the student may not have cell phone privileges at school

The Stamford Public School system assumes no liability for personal electronic devices that are lost, broken,
or stolen, or damaged in any manner.

Policy Adopted: Aug 29, 2022
(Rev.2024) 5131.81R

1


https://drive.google.com/file/d/18nEUTt4IjHelCLmwN4cxVnJXuSvzASpR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18nEUTt4IjHelCLmwN4cxVnJXuSvzASpR/view?usp=sharing

BUS POLICY

BUS SAFETY

You can help the school protect your child's welfare by discussing the
following bus guidelines:

@séﬂuowu§

When waiting for a bus, your child should stand away from
the traveled portion of the road and remain in the protected
area until the bus comes to a full stop.

After boarding a bus, your child should take the assigned seat
and remain seated until the destination is reached.

Our youngest students in grades K and 1 will have a Bus Tag to attach to their backpack for the
entire school year. They must also be seated towards the front of the bus for both arrival and
dismissal times.

The bus driver has an important responsibility. To be effective, the driver must have complete
charge of all passengers. If a driver finds a student's conduct is unsafe or disrespectful, a report
will be made to the school. You will be notified of the infraction. If correction is not
immediate, bus riding privileges may be suspended for a period of time.

If no one meets your child at the bus stop, the bus driver will return her/him to school.
Students in grades K-2 will not be released without supervision. Always call the school
immediately if your child does not get off the bus. You may call First Student at (203)325-8538
for assistance.

If your child is not going to ride the bus on a certain day, the classroom teacher must be
notified in writing about other arrangements. Without a note, we will follow your original
instructions. ( Please complete a Dismissal and Emergency Contact form- to be returned to your
child’s teacher)

Students may not switch buses to ride home with a friend.

For more information, please go to:

https://www.stamfordpublicschools.org/departments/transportation

or https://www.northeastelementary.org/student-life/school-buses
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REASONS TO VISIT THE MAIN OFFICE
VISITORS

Visitors are always welcome at Northeast for educational
purposes. All visitors must enter through the main
entrance and check in at the main office with a form of
ID. If you need to speak with a teacher or would like to
visit, please send your child in with a note, call the main
office, or email the teacher in advance. (Visiting during
school hours is permitted by appointment only.)

VOLUNTEERS

We strongly encourage families to volunteer throughout the school year. Family Members and guests
volunteering in the school are also asked to present a valid driver’s license to go through our Raptor system in
the main office. THIS IS AN IMPORTANT SAFETY PRECAUTION. To ensure the safety of everyone in the
building, doors will be locked at 8:15 a.m. Access to the building during school hours should be made through
the main entrance. Volunteers must coordinate with the classroom teacher/event organizer in advance of a
visit/event.

Parent Volunteers Northeast encourages and welcomes parents to participate as volunteers in their children’s
classrooms, at P.T.0.-sponsored events, and on special occasions throughout the year. All persons who wish to
volunteer in any capacity at NE School must complete both sides of the Stamford Public Schools Volunteer
Application. You will find the Volunteer Application (English/Spanish) on the website or by clicking here. Once
you have completed the application, please give it to your child’s teacher, and he/she will send it to the main
office.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER

Any changes to contact information must be updated in PowerSchool by the Parent/Guardian(s). If you need
assistance, please contact the front office or our Parent Facilitator.

WITHDRAWALS & TRANSFERS

If you are moving out of Stamford or if your child will be attending another Stamford School, notify the office
as soon as possible. A Student Record Release Form (SR7) must be completed and submitted to the main
office so that school records may be forwarded to the new school. These forms serve as permission for the
school to send information about your child to a new location. Please ask the school secretary for the SR-7.

PowerSchool Parent Portal

Parent engagement is a key factor in student success. The Stamford Public Schools has provided families with a
useful tool — PowerSchool Parent Portal. The PowerSchool Parent Portal will give you access to your child’s
grades, attendance, and bus information (if applicable). If you have not created a PowerSchool Parent Portal,
please communicate with our Technology Integration Support Specialist (TISS) at 203-977-4469 for assistance.

Important forms that need to be signed each year electronically via the PowerSchool Parent Portal.
A) Acceptable Use Policy

B) SPS Educational Technology Device Agreement
C) Media Consent
D) Student Parents/Guardian Contact Information (changes can be updated in this section)

13



SPS POLICIES

FIELD TRIPS:

Administrators, curriculum leaders, and teachers plan together to make field trips an exciting extension of
classroom activities. Subject areas are integrated whenever possible to make the experience more
meaningful. Parents may be asked to assist with supervision and transportation as needed.

Parents/Guardians receive permission slips for all trips. Signed permission slips must be returned by the due
date before a child is allowed to participate. No child will be permitted to participate on a trip without a
signed permission slip.

LOST AND FOUND:

Found lunch boxes and clothing are placed in a closet/chest outside the gymnasium doors in the hall. Items
found on a bus are left on the bus for a couple of days and then sent to the school office. Any lost items may
be claimed with proper identification. We encourage parents/guardians to mark items with the Owner’s name
so items can be returned without delay. Lost and Found items will be donated to charity at the end of the
school year.

SIGN-IN/SIGN-OUT:

All parents/guardians and visitors to Northeast are expected to come directly to the office with proper ID and
sign in and out of our Raptor program on the computer. Visitors are given a visitor’s badge to be worn when
visiting Northeast School. This procedure is for the safety of our students and staff.

Communication between home and school is very important.

Policy Guide for Families

5
School
Policies
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ML/ELL TEACHERS

English Language Learners teachers are staff members who work with students whose second language is
English. The ML teachers use a variety of techniques and materials to teach the four language acquisition
skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. These teachers embed grade-level curriculum into second
language learning and conduct assessments throughout the school year to determine strengths and
weaknesses in order to ease the transition from one’s native language to English. The ML department
collaborates with classroom teachers and families to suggest strategies and techniques that will help ML
students succeed academically and socially. The program also reinforces cross-cultural understanding while
teaching students to appreciate the value and beauty of different languages and cultures to create an
accepting environment and reinforce positive student self-image.

LITERACY/MATH SUPPORT TEAM

Members of the Literacy Team work with small groups of students in all grade levels to provide focused literacy
support and instruction. The team also works with classroom teachers to deliver language arts programs and
curriculum that help children become confident readers and writers. This team provides ongoing literacy
support, intervention, enrichment, and assessments. They meet with families and conduct workshops to
reinforce literacy achievement in school and at home.

OCCUPATIONAL AND PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

Occupational Therapists (OT) and Physical Therapists (PT) are contracted by Stamford Public Schools through
Constellation Health Services. The OT and PT deliver educationally related occupational and physical therapy
services in the context of the school environment to maximize the students' functioning in the areas of gross
motor skills, mobility within the school, fine motor skills, visual motor/perceptual skills, school-related
self-care, and sensory processing skills. OT and PT address both functional and educational goals while helping
to improve each child's participation in school. They are members of the Planning and Placement Team who
use their expertise to integrate these services into the natural context of the school and to collaborate with the
school community.

PARA-EDUCATORS
Teaching teams are made up of teachers and paraeducators. Para-educators play a vital role in the learning
process. They work with children in small groups, help with instruction, and support students in the class.

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST

The School Psychologist is a member of the Planning and Placement Team who works with students, staff, and
families. School psychologists tailor their services to the particular needs of each child and each situation.
School psychologists use many different approaches and may play many different roles, which include, but are
not limited to, consultation, assessment, social and academic intervention, crisis management, teaching and
learning strategies, research and planning, and developing partnerships with the school community to create a
healthy school environment. Families and teachers may also consult with this member of the Planning and
Placement Team to determine if evaluation may be useful in understanding learning needs.

15



SOCIAL WORKER
The social worker is a member of the Planning and Placement Team who facilitates outreach to our families.
The social worker collaborates with teachers and administration to help children whose emotional or social
needs interfere with school performance. The social worker also helps by:

o Counseling individuals and groups

o0 Accessing community resources to aid families

o Conducting mediation and conflict resolution meetings with children

o Conducting lessons on social and emotional learning

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS

These teachers are members of the Planning and Placement Team who work with students to meet their
individual learning needs. Special education teachers consult with staff regularly about teaching methods and
strategies to better support learning accommodations in the classroom.

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST

The Speech and Language Pathologist is a member of the Planning and Placement Team. In order for children
to succeed in the classroom, they must first acquire adequate speaking and listening skills. Children who are
suspected of having difficulty with articulation, voice, speech rhythm, and fluency, expressive or receptive
language, are referred to the Speech and Language Pathologist for observation, screening, or diagnostic
evaluation. This person determines the nature of the communication problem and works with the Planning
and Placement Team and the classroom teacher to provide support.

TEACHING INTERNS/BUILDING SUBS

Local universities provide teaching interns to work within the school district for one year. In return, Stamford
Public Schools funds the tuition for the interns who are seeking a Master's Degree in Education. The internis a
resident substitute teacher. We are honored to train prospective members of the profession.

16



Essensialists

ART

Based on the Bank Street philosophy, the art curriculum is integrated with the curriculum and is closely linked
to the other classroom studies. Art classes provide an opportunity for students to explore different mediums
while learning how to create with drawing, painting, and sculptural techniques. Critical thinking and
problem-solving skills are developed as children work on increasingly complex projects through the grades.

MUSIC — INSTRUMENTAL

Instrumental lessons in woodwinds, brass, and percussion are available to students in
grades 4 and 5. Through their efforts to master an instrument, our scholars learn the
value of self-discipline. They develop the ability to play in groups and to share
individually through music. Our elementary program sets the foundation for f

participation in secondary music programs.

MUSIC - VOCAL

A variety of methods of music education creates the foundation of music instruction at Northeast. Teachers
use a child-developmental approach that sequences skills learned following a child’s musical proficiency.
Children are first introduced to musical concepts through experiences such as listening, singing, and
movement. They will learn Curwen hand signs and syllables as well (De-Re-Me). Various instructional
pedagogies are implemented to ensure a balanced music education for every child.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH
The Physical Education program provides physical activity to all students, teaching
them the skills and knowledge needed to establish and sustain an active lifestyle.

Benefits of the program include:

0 Learning character traits such as sportsmanship, teamwork, cooperation,
kindness, responsibility, and respect for others.

o Promote health and wellness by making health and fitness fun. Incorporate lessons on the importance
of fitness and nutrition.

The primary grades (K-2) are introduced to body awareness, spatial awareness, locomotor movements,
throwing/catching, jumping rope, dribbling with hands/feet, and kicking and punting. The upper grades (3-5)
apply sport skills to simple sports and lead-up games, and are introduced to more complex game strategies
and rules.

MEDIA/TECHNOLOGY

Our Elementary Media Technology Teacher helps students build a strong foundation in technology, creativity,
and digital citizenship in a fun, engaging, and age-appropriate environment. Through hands-on learning,
students explore computers, coding, research, multimedia projects, and library resources while developing
critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills. Working closely with classroom teachers, the Media
Technology Teacher enriches learning across all subjects and encourages curiosity, creativity, a love of reading,
and responsible use of technology to prepare every child for success in school and beyond.
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HEALTH SERVICES

SCHOOL NURSE

To ensure prompt notification, all emergency forms must be current.
ebuxton@stamfordct.gov
203-977-4475 (Mrs. Erin Buxton)
The school health office is operated by our school nurse. Parents are called
to pick up their child if their child has a fever, is vomiting, has diarrhea, or
appears to be suffering from an illness or injury.

The school nurse is an important resource in our school. School nursing is
provided by the City of Stamford Health Department. The school nurse
provides care for injuries and illnesses, reviews the health status and
immunizations of all students, performs yearly vision and hearing screenings, and works to prevent and control
illness within the school environment. Please note that a current physical (within 12 months of school
entrance) is required when registering or re-registering students in kindergarten, sixth, and ninth grade.

All medications are dispensed by the nurse or, in his/her absence, by school administrators. Medications must
be in their original marked containers. State law requires an authorization form from the physician. No
medications will be administered without the state form. Forms can be obtained from the school nurse or
your child’s physician. A child with a fever should not be sent to school. (When a child develops a fever of
greater than 100 degrees) At school, a parent or guardian will be contacted. Students must be fever-free for
24 hours before returning to school.

MEDICATION POLICY

Medication must be kept in the nurse's office and administered by the school nurse or the person
designated by the principal to give medication in the nurse’s absence. Over-the-counter
medications are not permitted. Guidelines for administering prescription medication

Within the school are as follows:

1. A Request for Medication Administration form must be completed and signed by
the student’s doctor/dentist and parent/guardian. N——
2. The completed form and the prescription, which must be in the original container with
the pharmacy label intact, should be given to the school nurse or principal’s medical
designee by the parent/guardian of the student.
3. Medications must be brought to school by the parent/guardian and not the student
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NOTES ON NUTRITION

SNACKS

Snacks are important. They provide extra fuel for your child

during a long learning day. Please help your child get the most
out of snack time by sending foods that are:

Low in sugar

Low in salt

High in nutritive value

Appealing to your child.

Please do not send candy, soda, or glass bottles to school with your child.

15-snacks-for-school

We encourage fruit, raw vegetables, yogurts, and other healthy snacks. Water is by far the best thirst
guencher and brain cell energizer you can find. Feel free to supply your child with a bottle each day.

Speak to your child’s classroom teacher about snack time in their classroom.

IMPORTANT CHANGE: LUNCH PROGRAM

Stamford Public Schools will NOT provide free meals to all students in 2026-27. The State of CT is
funding free breakfasts for all students, but families will need to qualify for their children to receive
free/reduced-price lunch.

You need to complete and apply for free/reduced-price lunch through the online application via
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict. The online application is available in
English, Spanish, and several other languages via the dropdown menu in the top right corner.

Chartwells Dining Services

Khadijah Smith, Food Service Director 203/977-5807
Lance Johnson, Assistant Food Service Director 203/977-4738
Audrey Way, SPS Determining Official 203/ 977-1177
Mohammed Esha, NOR Lead Manager 203/977-4882

Breakfast & Lunch Menus are at:
http://stamfordpublicschools.nutrislice.com/

Applications for free and reduced lunches are available on the SPS Website (this should be filled out each year).
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PARENTAL INFORMATION:

TECHNOLOGY:

Students at Northeast learn how to use their devices to support learning during technology, in addition to
digital citizenship, to keep students safe and teach digital responsibility. Computer science is also a focus, as it
exposes students to beginning coding skills and supports many of the skills taught in other academic classes to
prepare our students for later grades and the future.

OPEN SCHOOL NIGHTS:

Open School Nights are held in the fall. Information will be sent home indicating the date and time.
Parents/Guardians are invited to visit the school and classrooms, meet the staff, view displays, and see their
child’s work. Open School Night is NOT a conference time to discuss your child’s progress. Howeuver,
parents/guardians may schedule a conference for a future date if desired.

REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS:

Communication between school and home is encouraged. Progress Reports are available on the
parent portal to parents/guardians at the end of the marking period to inform them of the
students’ progress. Informal reports and assessment results are communicated to parents by the
classroom teachers during the year. Teachers should be contacted if parents have questions
concerning their children’s progress.

Report Card Period Conferences Report Cards Posted
on Parent Portal
September — January October 14,15,16 February 5
February — June February 10,11,12 June 11

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES:

Communication is essential in the educational process at Northeast. The Stamford Public Schools sets aside
two “official” conference times — immediately following the distribution of report cards- this is a time for
parents/guardians and teachers to have the opportunity to share knowledge about the child’s academic, social,
and emotional growth and development. Teachers will set aside time to meet with parents during these
conference times. Conferences may be held in person or via Google Meet online. If you cannot attend a
conference in person or virtually, teachers can plan phone conferences.

PARENT SQUARE:

A two-way messaging tool that helps teachers and schools engage with students and connect with parents.
Teachers can send out announcements to the entire class, and a parent and teacher can communicate directly
and privately with each other. Your teacher will send information out at the start of the school year to get you
set up in his/her class.

SCHOOL MESSENGER:

An automated parent notification system that is utilized by the district and school to communicate school
events and important reminders via telephone and/or email. It is very important that if there's a change in
phone number or email address, please let the main office know.
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L SAFETY — A

EMERGENCY DRILLS
*ALL EMERGENCY DRILLS ARE PRACTICED THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR.

FIRE
In the event of smoke or fire, the fire alarm will be sounded. All students and staff will
evacuate through the nearest outside door. Staff will take attendance and account for all

students.

SHELTER-IN-PLACE
In the event of a weather or medical emergency, a shelter-in-place drill will be
announced. Students will remain in their classrooms, with their teachers, and will
continue their lessons. When the event is over, an announcement will be made over the
PA system, and hallway passage will resume.

_SAFE SCHOOL
In the event of a nearby outside emergency event, safe school protocol will go into
effect. All day-to-day operations will occur inside the building, and no one will be
permitted to enter or exit the building.

LOCKDOWN
In the event of imminent danger, a lockdown will be determined by staff and/or
emergency personnel; 911 will be notified immediately. Students will follow adult
directions.

AED
In the event of a medical emergency, whereby an individual appears to be unconscious,
an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) emergency will be called. CPR/AED certified
staff will respond, and a Shelter-in-Place will be activated.

EVACUATION
In the event of an emergency where an evacuation is deemed necessary, an evacuation
will be announced over the PA system. Students and staff will evacuate Northeast
School and proceed to Bethany Church. Families will be notified of the event, and
directions will be forthcoming.
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HOMEWORK

Homework is an opportunity to practice concepts and skills learned in school and to develop
responsibility. Your child’s classroom teacher determines the kind and amount of homework as it
pertains to the curriculum. A parent should not do homework for their child. On occasions when a
child has difficulty with an assignment, please share this information with your child’s teacher. Your
teacher will provide guidance to you and your child in such cases.

Each child is expected to try to complete the assigned work. In addition, reading should be a daily home
practice.

DAILY RECOMMENDED TIMES

Kindergarten 10-20 Minutes with a grown-up

First Grade 10-20 minutes with a grown-up/alone
Second Grade 20 minutes with a grown-up/alone
Third Grade up to 30 minutes

Fourth Grade up to 40 minutes

Fifth Grade up to 50 minutes

HOMEWORK TIPS

Homework periods are often challenging for children and parents. The following suggestions may help with
completing assignments with minimum stress.

Establish a regular time for homework.

Work in a quiet place and encourage the use of this area nightly.

Turn the TV off during homework time and organize work materials before beginning.

Encourage your child to be neat, to check for errors, and to take pride in their work.

Encourage and support your child, but allow him/her to do the work.

Ask for help if needed. Communicate with your child's teacher if homework is a consistent problem.
Pack books the night before. Set school clothes out before going to bed. This will make the morning an
easier, less stressful time.
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AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS

If the budget permits, Northeast offers a variety of after-school experiences for its students. Flyers will be
sent home explaining these offerings as they are planned. After school, buses may be provided for students
involved in after-school activities. School-based After-school classes usually end at 4:15 pm.

OTHER LOCAL AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS

All programs below have transportation provided to their programs:

Transportation First Student 203/325-8538
Boys & Girls Club 203/324-0594
Yearwood Center 203/323-3547
ROSCCO (Location Northeast) 203/609-9027
JCC 203/322-7900
Italian Center 203/322-6941

The ROSCCO AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES PROGRAMS begin at school dismissal and run until 5:30 p.m. In
addition to a Daily Snack, Supervised Homework Time, and Reading Corner, Enrichment Activities include: Arts
& Crafts, Chess, Cooking Projects, Dance/Music/Skits, culminating in an annual show, Field Trips, Movies,
Outdoor Play, Gym Games, Science Projects, Story Time, Table Games, and visiting specialists. The After School
Program registration follows the monthly payment schedule and is based on a predetermined schedule of
either 3, 4, or 5 days per week. For more information, you may refer to www.roscco.org

RS

AF ERSCH OL PRO"-RAM
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Northeast Elementary ~ PTO

NEPTO

NEPTO is an important support system to encourage more families to get involved with Northeast activities
and programs this year. This group works diligently to promote the welfare of our students. Any support given
is greatly appreciated and directly impacts the partnership between the Northeast community and families.

Volunteering
We value the volunteer services of parents/guardians. During the school year, there will be numerous

opportunities for volunteers to support school programs, school-wide events, and classroom activities. If you
are interested in serving as a Northeast Volunteer, please visit the NEPTO website and/or message your child’s
teacher.

NEPTO
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STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2026-27 CALENDAR

Approved by the Board of Education on January 27 2026

<4<y

Stamford Public Schools
[: Mo School Students or Staff I:I School in Session E Early Release Day D Staff Only o Open School Night PD = Professional Development
JULY 2026 AUGUST 2026 (5 oavs) SEPTEMBER 2026 (200avs) OCTOBER 2026 (21pavs)
SUN MON | TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT SUN MON | TUE | WED | THU = FRI | SAT SUN MON | TUE WED | THU = FRI | SAT SUN | MON | TUE | WED THU = FRI | SAT
1 2 | 3 4 1 2 3 4 5 1 a 3
5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 [ 7 8 9 10 n 12 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2 13 4 5. | 7|8 9 1 | n |12 B U | B B u () .8 () B w0 IR 7
1 20 20 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 6 7 g [ 190 [20] 2 7 20 2 2 Te3 (24) 25 | % 18 19 20 | 21 2 | 23 | 24
26 27 | 28 29 | 30 | 31 23 NS5 6 | | 18 | 27 28 | 29 30 25 | 26 | 27 29 | 30 | 31
3: Independence Day Observed (Offices Closed) 30 31 | N 7: Labor Day—NO SCHOOL 12: Columbus Day—NO SCHOOL
17-18: New Teacher Orientation 15: Open School Night—Middle School 14-16: Early Release—Parent-Teacher Confersnces (K-12)
19: Convocation & School-Based PD 17: Open School Night—High School 28: Early Release (Students) — PD (Staff)
20: District PD 2'\.-Vum Kippur—NO SCHOOL
21: Mandated Training & Classroom Prep 23: Early Release (?tudents) — PD (Staff}r
24: Student Orientation for Grades K, 6,9 /™ 24: Open School Night—Elementary School
25: First Day of School—ALL T.g'
NOVEMBER 2026 (17 pavs) DECEMBER 2026 (17 pavs) JANUARY 2027 (15pavs) FEBRUARY 2027 (is avs)
SUN MON  TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT SUN | MON | TUE | WED THU | FRI | SAT SUN | MON | TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT SUN | MON | TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT
1 2 3 a4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6
8 9 10 n 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 n 12 3 4 5 [ 7 8 9 7 8 9 13
5B 16 7 18 19 20 2 13 14 15 16 7 18 19 10 n 12 13 4 15 16 14 15 16 7 18 9 20
22 23 | 24 2% | 27 | 28 20 21 22 24 25 2 17 18 19 | 20 2 22 | 23 21 2 | 23| 24 25 2 | 27
29 30 27 | 28 29 | 30 3 24 | 25 | 26 \ﬂﬂ\ 28 29 30 28
3: Election Day—NO SCHOOL (Students)—PD (Staff) 23: Early Release—ALL 31 10-12: Early Relsase—Parent-Teacher Conferences (K-12)
11: Veteran's Day—NO SCHOOL 24: Christmas Eve—NO SCHOOL T New Year's Day—NO SCHOOL 16: Presidents’ Day —NO SCHOOL
25: Early Release—ALL 25: Christmas Day—NO SCHOOL 18: MLK Jr. Day—NO SCHOOL 18-19: Mid-Winter Break—NO SCHOOL
26-27: Thanksgiving Holiday—NO SCHOOL 28-30: Winter Break—NO SCHOOL 27: Early Release (Students) — PD (Staff)A
3% New Year's Eve—NO SCHOOL
MARCH 2027 (3 pavs) APRIL 2027 (17 pavs) MAY 2027 (200avs) JUNE 2027 (5 pavs)
SUN MON | TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT SUN MON | TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT SUN | MON | TUE | WED THU @ FRI | SAT SUN | MON | TUE | WED THU FRI | SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 1 2 3 4 5
7 3 9 |0 | n | 2 | B 4 5 | 8 | 7 8 | 9 |10 2 3 4 | 5 8 7 8 6 | 7 8 oW 2
15 16 7 18 19 20 n 12 13 14 15 16 7 10 1 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 18 7 | . | 1@
21 2 23 25 26 27 18 19 20 2 22 2 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
28 29 | 30 31 25 26 | 27 29 | 30 23 24 | 25 27 28 | 29 27 28 | 29 | 30
10: Eid-al-Fitr—NO SCHOOL 12-16: Spring Break—NO SCHOOL €Y | &l 9-10: **TENTATIVE** Early Release—Students
24: Early Release (Students) — PD (Staff) 28: Early Release (Students) — PD (Staff)A

26: Good Friday—NO SCHOOL
28: Easter

28: Play & Learn Night (Fall 2027 Kindergartners)

Other Religious & Cultural Holidays:

Sept. 12*-13: Rosh Hashanah Jan. 6 : Three Kings Day
Nov. 8: Diwali

Dec. 5*-12: Hanukkah
Dec. 26-Jan. I Kwanzaa

Feb. 6: Lunar New Year
Feb. 10: Ash Wednesday

“these observances begin the previous night at sundown

Jan. 7: Orthodox Christmas Day Apr. 22*-29: Passover

Feb. 8* - March 8: Ramadan

May 2: Orthodox Easter
May 17*: Eid al-Adha

25: Middle School Orientation (Fall 2027)
26: Early Release (Students) — PD (Staff)
31: Memoerial Day—NO SCHOOL

10: **TENTATIVE
1 **TENTATIVE®
1 **TENTATIVE®

** High School Graduation
* Early Release—ALL
* Last Day of School jﬁ{

18: Juneteenth Observed (Offices Closed)

*ANY INCLEMENT WEATHER DAYS WILL BE ADDED TO THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR**

High school graduation ceremonies will take place no earlier than the 180™ day of school.

ATeachers: If needed, the Superintendent’s extra hour will be added

to the early release days in September, January, and April.

June 4, 2026
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SPS 2026-2027
Early Release Schedule

On the following dates, school will be dismissed at 12:30 pm
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