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We ended last week with a miracle that leads us 
into today’s message, which is titled “More than 
Meets the Eye.” 

  
In Luke 18:31-43, there was a blind man who 
called out to Jesus: “Son of David, have mercy on 
me.” The crowd around him shushed him, but he 
boldly cried out again, “Have mercy on me.”  
  
He was then brought to Jesus, who asked what he 
(Jesus) could do for him, and the blind man asked 
for his sight to be restored. Jesus did just that, 
giving this man a chance to behold the face of the 
Savior that his heart somehow recognized. He then 
followed Jesus, praising him, and so did the crowd. 
  
The same crowd that earlier told him to keep quiet. 
  
It’s such a beautiful story, and it really shows that 
simply looking at Jesus doesn’t mean we recognize 
him. Just like how we can read the Bible over and 
over again and not understand how the God of the 
Old Testament and Jesus are one and the same. 
  
Jesus is truly more than meets the eye. 
  

In our scripture passages today, we’ll reflect on 
how we might see him and then consider what that 
means for how we might respond to Jesus. 
Especially because we’re joining Jesus in restoring 
and transforming one another and our world. 
  
The FPC vision gives us a broad idea of what that 
looks like. On our website, it says: 
  
“As we look ahead, we’re focused on becoming a 
church where healing is found, generations learn 
from one another, and love takes shape through 
service.” 
  
For this vision to become a reality, each of us has a 
part to play in a way that is uniquely ours. But it all 
starts with and depends on how we see Jesus. 
  
Luke 19:1–28 
 
1 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A 
man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see 
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he 
could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he 
ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. 5 When 
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must 
stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and 
was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began 
to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest 
of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and 
said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, 
Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as 
much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 
has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of 
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Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out 
and to save the lost.” 
 
11 As they were listening to this, he went on to tell 
a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and 
because they supposed that the kingdom of God 
was to appear immediately. 12 So he said, “A 
nobleman went to a distant region to receive royal 
power for himself and then return. 13 He summoned 
ten of his slaves and gave them ten pounds and 
said to them, ‘Do business with these until I come 
back.’ 14 But the citizens of his country hated him 
and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not 
want this man to rule over us.’  
 
15 When he returned, having received royal power, 
he ordered these slaves to whom he had given the 
money to be summoned so that he might find out 
what they had gained by doing business. 16 The first 
came forward and said, ‘Lord, your pound has made 
ten more pounds.’ 17 He said to him, ‘Well done, 
good slave! Because you have been trustworthy in 
a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.’ 18 Then 
the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has 
made five pounds.’ 19 He said to him, ‘And you, rule 
over five cities.’  
 
20 Then the other came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your 
pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, 21 for I 
was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; 
you take what you did not deposit and reap what 
you did not sow.’ 22 He said to him, ‘I will judge you 
by your own words, you wicked slave! You knew, 
did you, that I was a harsh man, taking what I did 
not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why, 
then, did you not put my money into the bank? 
Then when I returned, I could have collected it with 
interest.’  
 

24 He said to the bystanders, ‘Take the pound from 
him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’  
25 (And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!’) 
26 ‘I tell you, to all those who have, more will be 
given, but from those who have nothing, even what 
they have will be taken away. 27 But as for these 
enemies of mine who did not want me to rule over 
them—bring them here and slaughter them in my 
presence.’” 28 After he had said this, he went on 
ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Following hot on the heels of the blind man whose 
sight was restored, we meet Zacchaeus. 

 

  
Verses 1-4 tell us that Zacchaeus is the Chief Tax 
Collector, so we know he’s rich. We’re told that he’s 
short, so he can’t see over the crowd, and in his 
excitement to see Jesus, he climbs up a sycamore 
tree to get a better view. 
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 As the chief tax collector, Zacchaeus was more 
than likely an outcast. Tax collectors were Jewish 
men who worked for the oppressive Roman 
government, and they were known to cheat their 
own people. So his climbing up the tree to see 
Jesus suggests that he was hoping for something, 
but we don’t ever get to what that is from his 
perspective because, much to his surprise, I’m sure, 
in verses 5 and 6, Jesus looks up, calls him by 
name, and says, “Hurry and come down, for I 
(Jesus) must stay at your house.” 
  
I have no doubt that Jesus’ response was way more 
than Zacchaeus was expecting. There is absolutely 
no way that he was expecting Jesus to speak to 
him at all. Think about it: imagine going to a 
Beatles concert, the Backstreet Boys, or BTS. You 
might hope to meet at least one of the band, and 
maybe they’ll say hi. But you don’t go in expecting 
one of them to talk to you, call you by name, and 
then tell you the entire band is coming to your 
house for dinner. 
  
And yet, here it is. It’s happening. Jesus is talking to 
him. So Zacchaeus’ response is huge. He doesn’t 
climb down that tree and say, “Ok Jesus, follow 
me.” 
  
No. Instead, in verses 8 and 9, he offers to give half 
his fortune to the poor and to repay anyone, from 
whom he had stolen, four times what he had taken. 
  
Jesus didn’t ask him to do this, but it’s evidence that 
Zacchaeus understood what the people in the 
crowd in verses 7 and 11 did not: that there was 
more to Jesus than meets the eye. 
  

And to acknowledge that Zacchaeus was seeing 
Jesus correctly, Jesus refers to him as a son of 
Abraham (verse 10). 
  
If the blind man could see Jesus clearly, and 
Zacchaeus could see Jesus clearly, what on earth 
was going on with everyone else? More 
importantly, when we’re not seeing Jesus clearly, 
what on earth is going on with us? 
  
The simple answer is that they were stuck in their 
heads, a trap that we can easily fall into as well. 
  
To be fair to the crowd, Jewish people had a very 
specific idea of what their Messiah would be like. 
He was supposed to be a descendant of and a 
warrior king like David, who would come in and 
make Israel great again. And rightfully so because 
King David expanded the territory of the nation of 
Israel, and he united the 12 tribes under his rule. 
He fought and vanquished their enemies from his 
teenage years well into his adulthood. 
  
So, as Jesus was nearing Jerusalem, the crowd 
anticipated the end of Greek and Roman rule over 
the nation of Israel once and for all. For them, the 
kingdom of God was going to be a new version of 
what once was. It wasn’t about healing, 
redemption, or the spiritual salvation of one 
individual at a time; it was about rising up to be a 
great nation, chosen by God. 
  
Their expectations were all very rational, grounded 
in the history of their faith and scripture, so it was 
understandable. It must have looked to them as 
though everything that Jesus was doing was like a 
politician on the campaign trail today. Doing what 
needs to be done to win the hearts of the people, 
so that they would support him when he (Jesus) 
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became king. It had to have been inconceivable that 
everything that Jesus had done, leading up to this 
point, was the work of the Messiah. 
  
Jesus had been healing people; forgiving them for 
their sins; freeing them from demons, from physical 
disabilities, and conditions that made them 
unclean. He was saving women caught in adultery 
from being stoned to death, speaking to societal 
outcasts like the Samaritan woman at the well, 
feeding thousands of people, raising the dead, and 
calling the Pharisees out for their hypocrisy. 
  
Their failure to really see Jesus is why they could 
grumble about Jesus choosing to go and eat at 
Zacchaeus' house because he was a tax collector, 
which meant he was unworthy, unwanted, and 
undeserving. It allowed them to completely ignore 
the fact that Matthew, one of the 12 who traveled 
with Jesus, was once a tax collector himself. 
  
If they saw Jesus correctly, they would have 
understood that this decision was on-brand for 
Jesus and might instead use this moment to see 
Zacchaeus differently, if not to praise Jesus for 
whatever he did to make Zacchaeus offer to give 
back four times more than he had stolen. 
  
In her book “The Healing Presence,” Leanne Payne 
talks about how there’s a massive separation 
between our head and our heart. It’s in our 
language; we talk about head knowledge and heart 
knowledge. We’ve been taught that the two things 
are different. Head knowledge is good, but it’s not 
stable because our minds can be changed with the 
right evidence. When something becomes heart 
knowledge, however, it somehow carries more 
weight; it changes things. The feeling that it brings 
can’t quite be put into words, but that truth or that 

promise sits, at least for me, in my gut and stays 
there. 
  
For example, I didn’t grow up going to church every 
Sunday; I mostly went when I was visiting my 
grandmother. In fact, growing up, I had friends who 
were Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, agnostic, atheist, 
Roman Catholic, and Greek Orthodox. My best 
friend, to this day, is Anglican, and we met at a 
Methodist private school. I believed in God; I 
believed that Jesus was the Son of God, that he 
was crucified, died, and rose again on the 3rd day. I 
believed that Mary conceived Jesus through the 
Holy Spirit. But it was all abstract; it was a fact of 
being Christian. It didn’t make a difference to how I 
actually lived. 
  
It was only in my early 30s that these facts became 
real, and it changed my life. Jesus became real. A 
living, breathing being, not just a story. My life 
became his life, and I couldn’t stop talking about it. 
I couldn’t stop talking about him. And if I’m being 
honest, I still can’t stop talking about him. He’s my 
everything. 
  
If this is anything like how Zacchaeus felt, then I 
can totally understand why he would give away so 
much of his fortune. Jesus is joy, Jesus is hope, 
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. He is worth 
more than this world could ever give us. 
  
When we know this, when we feel the weight of 
this truth, then that’s when we know that we’re 
starting to see more in Jesus than meets the eye. 
We’re not just seeing him with our heads, but we’re 
starting to see Jesus with our hearts as well. 
  
Leanne Payne says this: 
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“In biblical language, the heart is the “center of the 
human spirit, from which spring emotions, thought, 
motivations, courage, and action - the wellspring of 
life.” 
  
In the Scriptures, therefore, the heart of man refers 
to both “minds,” or as we say today, to head 
knowledge, as well as heart knowledge. 
  
So if we want to perceive Jesus correctly, it cannot 
be with either our hearts or our minds; it must be 
with both. When you add the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
and illumination, our faith becomes filled with awe 
and deep reverence for the divine, and each 
discovery becomes mind-blowing. 
  
You climb trees, you repent, you give away your 
belongings. You drive an extra 30 minutes through 
Hoʻomaluhia. Because in Jesus, there is more than 
meets the eye, and we can’t help but to want more. 
How we see Jesus matters because it can make or 
break the rest of our lives. 
  
Let’s turn back to our passage and consider the 
parable of the 10 pounds in verses 11-27, in which 
a servant doesn’t see the master correctly. 
  

 

An unpopular nobleman, who nobody wants to be 
king over them, is preparing to leave to assume 
royal power. He gives 10 servants a pound of silver 
each and tells them in verse 13, “to do business 
with these until he comes back.” And then he 
leaves. 
  
When he comes back, we hear the account of three 
of his servants. One person has made 10 times 
more than he received, and so he gets 10 cities to 
oversee; one makes five times more than he 
received, so he gets five cities. The final one gives 
him back exactly what he was given, and he says: 
  
‘‘Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece 
of cloth, 21 for I was afraid of you, because you are a 
harsh man; you take what you did not deposit and 
reap what you did not sow.’   
  
Naturally, the king was upset. 
  
And I think he was upset at two levels. There’s 
obvious anger that comes from being disobeyed. 
But there must have been some level of hurt at 
what his servant was saying about him. This man 
gave 10 servants a pound each to invest. He gave 
each person what amounted to 100 days’ pay. 
That’s not insignificant. He trusted each person; he 
believed in each person and based on his response 
to those who did what he asked, he wanted to 
promote his servants, to make them more than they 
were. 
  
Instead, in this one servant’s eyes, he saw a master 
who was cruel and perhaps even lazy because he 
was asking the servants to do the heavy lifting, so 
he could enjoy the rewards. The servant may have 
had so many ideas for what to do with what he 
was given, but because of how he saw his master, 
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he ended up doing nothing. And so he missed out 
on what his master had wanted for him. 
  
In telling this parable, Jesus was preparing these 
people for what was to come. Remember that 
everyone is anticipating the overturning of the 
existing power structures and the coming of Jesus 
as the new king. 
  
But as we know, Jesus was preparing for his death 
and his resurrection. He was also preparing to go 
back up and be with the Father. Jesus was 
preparing to leave. So it would be up to the 
disciples to take what he taught them and change 
the world. He left them with the Holy Spirit, the 
most precious and priceless gift that they could 
ever receive. And every single good work that they 
did would all be done in Jesus’ name. 
  
Thousands of years later, we are still waiting for 
our Lord Jesus to come back. And we still have 
work to do. We have the same things the disciples 
had: Jesus’ teachings, the Holy Spirit, our spiritual 
gifts, and our natural talents and abilities. The 
deacons are probably sick and tired of hearing this 
from me, but I keep saying it because we have all 
that we need to do beautiful and amazing things 
for God’s Kingdom. 
  
I genuinely believe with everything in me, that 
we’re at the beginning of what will be the most 
mind-blowing five years of our lives. 
  
The key lies in how we see Jesus. 
  
When our heads and hearts work together, we 
start to see Jesus as he really is. He is fully man 
and fully God. He is incredibly powerful, but he’s 
gentle with us. He loves us all so much more than 

we could imagine. As the only perfect person to 
live, he could condemn us for all our wrongs, but 
instead he prays for us, and he extends his grace 
and mercy every day. He hurts when we hurt, he 
cries when we cry, and celebrates right along with 
us. All of this, and so much more. 
  
I have an activity for us that I hope will help us 
understand the difference between seeing with the 
head alone versus seeing with the head and heart. 
When you came in, you should have received 
something that looks like this: 
 

 
  
Does anybody know what this is? This is officially 
known as an AUTOSTEREOGRAM, or in layman’s 
terms, “Magic Eye.” It’s a 2-dimensional image that 
creates the optical illusion of a 3-dimensional 
scene. Simply put, there is more to this image than 
meets the eye. 
  
So do this: 

●​ Hold the middle of this image right up to 
your nose. It should be blurry. 
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●​ Focus as though you are looking THROUGH 
the image into the distance. 

●​ VERY SLOWLY, move the image away from 
your face until you begin to perceive the 
depth. 

●​ Hold the page still, and the hidden image 
will slowly appear. 

  
Show of hands: who saw nothing? Who saw 
something but wasn’t quite sure what it was, or 
they couldn’t focus on it? Who saw the image 
clearly? Who saw this? Michaelangelo’s “David”? 
 

 
  
This magic eye is a beautiful metaphor for us today. 
To look at Jesus with only our heads, we see a man. 
Some say he’s a prophet, a guru, an incredibly wise 
philosopher, all of which is true, but ultimately he’s 
an ordinary flesh and blood man. However, to see 
him with our heads and hearts is to see the divine 
being that lies beneath. It might require discipline, 
patience, and prayer on our part, but ultimately it’s 
doable. On this side of eternity, we may not fully 

perceive Jesus, but we should be able to answer 
the following questions: 
  
Who is Jesus to us? Is he a cruel master who only 
wants to take credit for our hard work? Or is he a 
master who loves us and trusts us with his most 
precious creation? 
  
Are we seeing him only with our heads and 
negating the heart, or are they working together, 
powered by the Holy Spirit, so that we get to see 
every day that He is more than meets the eye? 
  
Like what happened with Zacchaeus, the good 
news is that Jesus sees us, and he knows us by 
name. And like what happened at Zacchaeus’ 
house later that day, we are blessed with an 
opportunity to get to know Jesus in return.   
  
We get to discover why Jesus is more than meets 
the eye.  
  
Let’s pray. 
  
Gracious Lord Jesus, we thank you so much that 
you see us first, that you know us by name, and 
that you desire a relationship with us. We ask that 
you open our hearts and minds to your presence, 
and ask that the Holy Spirit have them work 
together so we can experience and see you (Jesus) 
anew, that we may be in awe of our Creator and his 
creation every single day, and that we may be good 
stewards of all that we’ve been given as we join 
Jesus in restoring and transforming one another 
and our world. We give the glory to you only, Lord, 
and we pray in your name, Amen! 
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