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‘Smitten by the land and language

Remembering JPL Gwynn, the British ICS officer
whose love for Telugu language is well known.

Pradesh in 1956, there was In the
Secretariatat Hyderabad, a
British 1.CS, officer known Lo
read, write and converse in

eonspicuous for being in Telugu
seript while every other board in
the Secretarixt was in English.
'I'hlu'n:llmlpmpnmj]:;nl.wt
Gumn, was the Eritis
national to have sérved in Indis
inan executive position even
after Indian independence. He
was District Collector, Secretary
in the Education Ministryand
held the position of the Second
member of the Board of
Revenue, before retarning to
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for 30
‘rhsmm for Jumes Peter
Gwynn,
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as JPL Gwynn; to continue in
India even after independence
y due to his possion
for fts people. His

Irdian languages, e wanted to
punue his mtmtnmrummng in
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officers to stay for indefinite

period if they so desired. JPL
Gwoymnn probably was the only
bureaucrat to take this offer

hip.

Following the footsteps of his
father, Peter joined the L. C.S in
1939 a3 it was consideredtobe a
prestigious career. After a year of
training, be arrived In Madras
and served in several Districts.
He worked in Andhra State and

then in Andhra Pradesh till he
retuned to England in 1968, He
spent another sight years in
British government servicein
Londan before superannunting
in 1976. He settled down in
retirement in Bromley, Kent,
close to London.
JPL Guoynn, having worked in
several Tehugu districts,
dieveloped an enduring passion
for Telugu language and its
people. This led, after
retirement, to the compilation of
his magnum opus the Telugu-
English Dictionary, published by
the Oxford University Press in
1991 He worked hard on this
project funded by the Charles
Wallace Trust, and assisted by

| Prof, J. Venkateswara Sastry of
| Osmania University. This

dictionary is rated by farthe
n:uetauﬂ:]ﬂu:wr. Ehrlteﬂrrx
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the invitation n\fnohd E.
University.

JPL Gwynn's marriage in 1959

| with Patricia Margaret, knownto |
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the Saturs, seitled in Madras

Her l'nlher.hmimﬂa‘hmmn

successful businessman. Peggy

and all her siblings were

educated at Xavier reluted

: schools in Nilgiris and colleges,
- e

| in Pegay served in

TS

| several multinational companies

. | | in secretarial position in Madras,
| Delhi and Calcutia but gave up
Iwudung

mmngu to JPL
Her brother, Sla:nley Satur,
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‘West Godavari and JPL Gwynn
wis, at that time the District
Collector there, That was how

Peter came 1o know of the Satur
family and of . It was the
Jove for India bro

Gwynn and Patricla toget
‘Their two sons have been very
successful, the elder, John,
married to a Bengali, works for
an International NGO, Oxfam,
while the second, Robert, wenl
into British Foreign Service.
JPLwas devoted to all
the members of his family and
was an indulgent father and
grandfather, Pegey was a great
eonnoisseur of classical
Hindustani musicand a
passionate admirer of Ustad
\" yat Khan's recordings.
Gwynn died on
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most important aspect of his life

As the E:qutlon&mﬂlmin
Andhra Pradesh, JPL Gwynn.
mooted State compuisory
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Telugu language and literature
was established in Hyderabad,
He also served as o member of
the governing body of the Salar
‘Jung Museum after it was
to the present gite in.
He was honored al the World
' Telugu Conference held in
deembadinlm

o share a personal note, this
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an engaging correspond
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dictionary days. His ab
| Teatures of bulldings in
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gnthusiasm and coneern for

| preservation of heritage
Frykenberg of Wisconsin .

nteret honad forche

ry and culture of the city,
highly revealing int his well
Ie fette

| &lopes of the Banjara Hills,
remained dear to him.

A real tribute Lo the memory
of JPL Gwynn, whose birth
centenary is belng observed now,
will be ta give fillip to research
and teaching facilities in Telugu
the Universities in
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