
 

Harp in Shadows 
A Sheik Zine 

 

Harp in Shadows is a digital fanzine based on Sheik from the Legend of Zelda 

series. It will focus on male, non-binary, and genderfluid versions of Sheik in 

an effort to elevate non-traditional depictions of the character.  

 

This document serves to compile all information for applicants and viewers in 

one place. If you have any further questions, please reach out to us on our social 

media accounts or via email. We hope you will join us on this journey! 

 
 

Status 
All orders have been sent! 

 

Contact 
Big Cartel / Twitter / Tumblr / Instagram / harpinshadows@gmail.com

 

http://harpinshadows.bigcartel.com
https://twitter.com/SheikZine
https://sheikzine.tumblr.com/
https://www.instagram.com/sheikzine/
mailto:harpinshadows@gmail.com
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Schedule 
 

March 19, 2023 Interest Check Opens 

April 2, 2023 Interest Check Closes 

April 9, 2023 Contributor Applications Open 

May 9, 2023 Contributor Applications Close 

May 16, 2023 Contributor Emails Sent 

May 23, 2023 Contributors Confirmation Deadline 

May 30, 2023 Pitches Finalized 

June 2023 Contributors Announced 

June 30, 2023 First Check-in 

July 30, 2023 Second Check-in 

August 30, 2023 Third Check-in 

September 30, 2023 Final Deadline 

October 31, 2023 Pre-orders Open 

December 15, 2023 Pre-orders Close 

Early January 2024 Digital Distribution of Zine 
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Zine Specifications 
The zine will feature a mixture of artists, digital merch artists, and writers. We 

approximate that 40 artists, 10 writers, and 10 digital merch artists will be 

accepted, though the exact number will be finalized after the application period. 

 

After feedback from the interest check, we have determined that the zine will be 

vertical in A4 size (210 x 297mm). Artists who are interested may illustrate a two 

page spread (420 x 297mm). Since this is a digital zine, it will be in RGB color 

mode and 300 DPI. 

 

Content Guidelines 
❖​ This is a SFW zine, and no R18 content is allowed. Minor themes of blood 

and violence will be permitted. 

❖​ Spoilers from the various games are allowed.  

❖​ The emphasis on this zine is on he/him, he/they, and they/them Sheik, but 

he/they/she Sheik is also allowed. 

❖​ As this is a character-centric zine, no shipping content is allowed. 

However, we permit explorations of Sheik’s relationship with various other 

characters. 

❖​ AUs and canon divergent interpretations are allowed. 
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Application Guidelines 
❖​ Applicants can apply to multiple positions. However, you will only be 

accepted for one position. 

❖​ Portfolios must include completed works and/or illustrations. 

❖​ Applicants must ensure that their works are viewable, whether it be 

Google Drive Links or social media profiles. 

❖​ Applicants must have Discord for communication purposes. 

❖​ Please keep to the schedule. If something comes up, please contact one of 

our mods so we can discuss how to proceed. 

❖​ Submissions will be conducted via Google Drive. 

❖​ All pieces must remain zine-exclusive until the zine distribution is over. 

The mods will give permission to post afterwards. 

❖​ Please remain respectful to one another and the mods. 

 

Page Artists 

❖​ Digital and traditional art are both accepted. 

❖​ Portfolio must include three completed illustrations. 

❖​ While it is recommended to include an illustration of Sheik in your 

portfolio, this is not required. 

❖​ Give us a pitch of what you want to work on. While this is not compulsory, 

it is highly encouraged. 

❖​ Artists will be required to create either one full-page illustration, or a 

two-page spread. 
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❖​ Please tell us if you would like to work on a comic, or with a writer for spot 

illustrations. 

 

Digital Merch Artists 

❖​ Portfolio must include three examples of digital merch you have created 

before, whether it be emotes, wallpapers, animation, or music. 

❖​ In your pitch, tell us what sort of digital merch you are aiming to create. 

❖​ Previous works including Sheik are not required for the portfolio, but it is 

highly encouraged. 

 

Writers 

❖​ Please link us to two examples of writings you have done before in your 

portfolio. 

❖​ One can be an excerpt of a fic you have already written, and another has to 

be between 1.5k-5k words. 

❖​ Sheik need not be included, but is highly recommended to see how you 

characterize them. 

❖​ One fic has to be Zelda related. 

❖​ If your given fic is longer than the word count, our writing mod will read a 

part of the fic. Please indicate the section you would like him to read in 

your portfolio.  
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Financial Plan 
❖​ This is a non-profit zine. After the results of our interest check, we have 

determined that this will be a charity zine.  

❖​ All proceeds will be donated to GATE: Global Action for Trans Equality. 

Click here to learn more about them and their cause! 

❖​ All contributors will receive a free copy of the zine. 

❖​ We will be transparent throughout the process with our viewers and 

contributors. All receipts will be kept and all transactions will be logged in 

a separate document. The final amount donated will also be announced. 
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https://gate.ngo/


 

Interest Check Results 
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