
CHECKPOINT 8: SUMMARY 

The summary is a very important part of the science project. It is the last part of the final report to be 
written because it is a brief summary of the entire project. A person reading the summary should have a 
complete idea of what your investigation was about, how you carried it out, and the results you obtained. 
Make sure your summary is written in the third person. The summary should be between 150 and 250 
words. 

Even though the summary is meant to be brief and concise, make sure you address the following points:  

●​ Title of the project 
●​ Overall purpose of the experiment 
●​ Investigative question 
●​ Hypothesis 
●​ Brief description of the procedure (don’t include too many details here) 
●​ Summary of the analysis of the results (share most important results) 
●​ Conclusion, including whether the hypothesis was supported or not supported 

 

SUMMARY OUTLINE 

(ROUGH DRAFT OUTLINE – Final copy must be typed or written neatly in pen in paragraph form) 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Please note: The following rubric is intended to support students in determining their quality of work. Rubrics help 
students understand what success looks like and what they should strive for in order to excel in the state Science 
and Engineering Fair. The results of this rubric are not to be used toward grade-level content grades.  

SUMMARY RUBRIC 

 
 

2 points 1 point 0 points Total Points 

Format  
 

Project title included. Project title not 
included.  

 150–250 words. Fewer than 150 
words.  

Content Purpose of your 
project/experiment is 
explained.  

Purpose of your 
project/experiment is 
partially explained.  

Purpose of your 
project/experiment is 
not explained.  

 

Investigative question is 
clear.  

Investigative question 
is partially clear.  

Investigative question 
is unclear.   

Hypothesis explains the 
predictive relationship 
between IV and DV. 

Hypothesis partially 
explains the predictive 
relationship between 
IV and DV. 

Hypothesis is not 
stated. 

 

Brief procedure 
description is provided.  

Brief procedure  
description is partially 
provided.  

Brief procedure 
description is not 
provided.  

 

The most important 
results are presented. 

Unclear which results 
are most important. 

Summary of results is 
not provided.  

Conclusion clearly 
explains how the results 
are related to the 
hypothesis. 

Conclusion partially 
explains how the 
results are related to 
the hypothesis. 

Conclusion does not 
explain how results 
are related to the 
hypothesis. 

 

Total for summary / 14 pts 
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