
Wells Junior High School Course Summary Template 
 

Name of Course: Social Studies 7 
 
 

Course Overview: 1900 to 1950 US History 

Summary:  We will learn about the first half of the 20th Century in US history from a variety of viewpoints, including economics, history, geography, 

and popular culture. 

Unit of Study Essential Question(s) Content/Skill/Concept 

Intro & Review Can I identify continents, oceans and some countries of the world? 
 
Can I label and describe the three branches of government? 
 
Do I understand that the Constitution is our document of government 
and can I label and describe the purpose of its four main parts? 
 
Can I identify some ways in which we can be responsible citizens? 
 
What rights come with those responsibilities? 
 
Do I understand that media can be manipulated and can I identify 
some things to look for that would help me know what to believe? 

Continents and Oceans 
 
15 Countries of the world 
 
The Constitution 
 
Three Branches of Government 
 
Forms of Government 
 
History’s Mysteries 
 
Introduce students to trustworthy sources. 
 
Identify major regions of the earth. 
 
Explain the concept of Checks and Balances. 
 
Distinguish among Fact, Estimate, Opinion 
 
I can read a current events resource and 
accurately answer questions about central ideas 
presented within, that are compiled from primary 
and secondary sources. 
 
I can interpret and draw meaningful information 
from maps, charts and graphs. 
 
I can read and assess information and/or points of 
view and accurately answer questions about that 
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information. 
 
Create and keep organized a notebook for class. 

1900 - 1909 Why did so many immigrants want to come to the United States? 
(What are PUSH / PULL Factors?) 
 
How did immigration and innovation impact the US economy? 
 
How did the formation of Unions affect some businesses? 
 
Who were some of the big inventors and industrialists at the turn of 
the Century? 
 
What factors account for the scope and speed of industrialization in 
the United States? 
 
Were big business leaders ‘captains of industry’ or ‘robber barons?’ 
 
Has rapid industrial development been a blessing or a curse for 
Americans? 

Henry Ford 
 
The Assembly Line 
 
The Wrights and Flight 
 
Immigrant Experience & Ellis Island 
 
Titans of Industry 
 
Industry and Innovation (Owners vs Workers) 
 
Understand what Cost/Benefit analysis is and apply 
it to a specific topic. 
 
I can read a current events resource and 
accurately answer questions about central ideas 
presented within, that are compiled from primary 
and secondary sources. 
 
I can interpret and draw meaningful information 
from maps, charts and graphs. 
 
I can read and assess information and/or points of 
view and accurately answer questions about that 
information. 
 
I can present information in a meaningful way to my 
peers. 
 
Keep an organized notebook for class. 
 

1910 - 1919 What global factors built up to the outbreak of the Great War? Triangle Shirtwaist Fire 
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(MAIN)  
 
What was the Great War and how did it impact the U.S. and the 
world? 
 
What new technologies moved war from traditional to modern 
warfare?(STAMP) 
 
How do laws and regulations affect businesses and employees? 
 
Should Americans expect a certain standard of living? 
What role should the government play in the lives of its citizens? 
 
What role do citizens play in reforming government? 
 
Was America’s commitment to capitalism consistent with its 
commitment to democracy? 
 
Should business be closely regulated by the government? 
 
I understand that citizens can influence the government to work for 
the common good. 
 
I can determine central ideas and /or different perspectives on an 
issue. 

 
Titanic 
 
The Molasses Flood 
 
WWI 
 
Cracking Codes 
 
Develop students’ ability to compare and contrast, 
so they can analyze options with different contents. 
 
Understand what Cost/Benefit analysis is and apply 
it to a specific topic. 
 
I can read a current events resource and 
accurately answer questions about central ideas 
presented within, that are compiled from primary 
and secondary sources. 
 
I can interpret and draw meaningful information 
from maps, charts and graphs. 
 
I can read and assess information and/or points of 
view and accurately answer questions about that 
information. 
 
I can present information in a meaningful way to my 
peers. 
 
Keep an organized notebook for class. 
 

1920 - 1929 What is “Buying on credit”? 
 
What effect did the idea of buying on installments have on the 
consumer, the businesses, and the overall economy? 
 

Roaring Twenties 
 
Harlem Renaissance 
 
Prohibition & Politics 
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Why would people invest in the stock market?  
Buying On Credit 
 
Investing in the Stock Market 
 
CRASH! 
 
Understand what Cost/Benefit analysis is and apply 
it to a specific topic. 
 
I can read a current events resource and 
accurately answer questions about central ideas 
presented within, that are compiled from primary 
and secondary sources. 
 
I can interpret and draw meaningful information 
from maps, charts and graphs. 
 
I can read and assess information and/or points of 
view and accurately answer questions about that 
information. 
 
I can present information in a meaningful way to my 
peers. 
 
Keep an organized notebook for class. 
 

1930 - 1939 What factors caused the Great Depression to happen? 
 
Should the government intervene in economic crises? 
 
How did people live during the Great Depression? 
 
What was the “Bonus Army March” and what was its outcome? 
 
What was the main significance of the 1936 Olympics and the 
Hindenburg? 

Great Depression 
 
 The Dustbowl 
 
The Value of Money 
 
The Hindenburg 
 
1936 Olympics 
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Hoover vs Roosevelt 
 
The New Deal 
 
Research and present information on a specific 
topic to peers. 
 
I can read a current events resource and 
accurately answer questions about central ideas 
presented within, that are compiled from primary 
and secondary sources. 
 
I can interpret and draw meaningful information 
from maps, charts and graphs. 
 
I can read and assess information and/or points of 
view and accurately answer questions about that 
information. 
 
I can present information in a meaningful way to my 
peers. 
 
Keep an organized notebook for class. 
 

 1940 - 1949 How did WWI and the Treaty of Versailles contribute to  the 
groundwork for WWII? 
 
How did World War Two reshape the world and US influence in the 
world? 
 
How did WWII unite the United States? 
 
Why do we say the war was fought on two fronts? 
 
What was the Holocaust and what is its lasting legacy? 
 
What was Japanese Internment and what is its lasting legacy? 

World War Two 
 
The Homefront 
 
Holocaust 
 
Japanese Internment 
 
Compare & Contrast 
 
Results of WWII 
 
I can read a current events resource and 
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accurately answer questions about central ideas 
presented within, that are compiled from primary 
and secondary sources. 
 
I can interpret and draw meaningful information 
from maps, charts and graphs. 
 
I can read and assess information and/or points of 
view and accurately answer questions about that 
information. 
 
I can present information in a meaningful way to my 
peers. 
 
Keep an organized notebook for class. 
 

1950 - 1959 What impact did communism have on society (Civil Defense),  
politics (the Cold War),  
civil rights (McCarthyism & Red Scare), 
alliances (NATO vs Warsaw Pact), and war (The Korean War). 
 
Identify how the US benefited from WWII in this decade of stability. 
 
Describe some of the features of life in the 1950s. 
 
What were some of the important news stories of the 1950s? 
 
Is inequality ever justified? 
 
Are all Americans entitled to the same civil rights? 
 
As minorities and women continued to experience prejudice and 
discrimination, groups formed to improve civil rights for all. 
 
 

Cold War 
 
Korean War  
 
“American Pie” (Daily Life) 
 
NATO vs Warsaw Pact 
 
McCarthyism 
 
United Nations 
 
Start of the Modern Civil Rights Movement 
 
Research and present information on a specific 
topic to peers. 
 
I can read a current events resource and 
accurately answer questions about central ideas 
presented within, that are compiled from primary 
and secondary sources. 
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I can interpret and draw meaningful information 
from maps, charts and graphs. 
 
I can read and assess information and/or points of 
view and accurately answer questions about that 
information. 
 
I can present information in a meaningful way to my 
peers. 
 
Keep an organized notebook for class. 
 

Year End Wrap Up How has your 20th Century knowledge grown this year? Keep an organized notebook for class. 

   

   

 

 


