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Introduction 
 

Rural Poverty has been a steadily increasing issue in modern Australia and throughout 
the entirety of the modern world. The disparity of wealth between urban and rural 
zones, primarily caused by lack of access to job opportunities or simply lack of 
proportional or appropriate investment into rural areas, has caused an increase of rural 
poverty in recent times. This Senate Inquiry, called by Senator Gregor_The_Beggar, 
wishes to therefore investigate Rural Poverty in its entirety and open up submissions 
from members of the public as to potential solutions in relation to individual states or 
regions.  

The Committee has undertaken significant questioning of those who have been 
involved with the Committee’s testimony stage and has found important information 
directly from representatives and members of the public as to the extent of rural 
poverty. Key issues have been highlighted surrounding job opportunities, healthcare 
and a host of other policy standpoints alongside crucial recommendations which have 
been made with the support of testimony. 

Every recommendation within this report has been supported in some part by either the 
testimony of a member of the public or representative or through the submission of 
evidence by varying parties during the course of the procedures. In total, the Committee 
received nearly 100 comments pertaining to varying subjects, matters and discussion 
points in regards to rural and regional poverty and five submissions of information for 
the consideration of the Committee.  

The Committee would like to thank all of the participating individuals, the ABC, 
Aljazeera, Rural Health and the Australian Council of Trade Unions for the information 
provided for this Committee. 

 



Background 
 

In Australia, there is a large population of the rural population which are considered to 
live in abject poverty. In broad terms, those living outside of main urban centers have a 
higher percentage of the population living in conditions of poverty at 13.1% according 
to published statistics. Every state except for New South Wales and Western Australia 
has a significantly higher percentage of their rural population living in conditions of 
poverty compared to those in their capital cities. This is most apparent in communities 
in particularly remote areas, areas with low access to education, areas with low access 
to healthcare and areas without much opportunities. As 1/3rd of Australia’s population 
lives within a rural or regional area, this is a supremely important issue for 
consideration by the Senate in terms of representation. 

This comes from a background of intense interest due to the fact that as of right now, 
rural and regional Australia has become a political hot topic. More and more parties 
and movements of today are focused on rural and regional Australia and uplifting those 
communities so the ability to find out the solutions to one of the biggest crises facing 
that community is vitally important. 

It is well known that poverty is driven by a host of factors. Accessibility to jobs, public 
transport, housing, energy costs, goods and services costs and a host of other issues are 
at play for this Committee to discuss. Particularly notable is the differences between 
regions in regards to poverty as well, especially in regions of focus such as the Far 
North of Queensland.  

The Committee will consider all forms of poverty in rural and regional Australia, how it 
compares to urban zones and hopefully find recommendations from there. This will 
require the testimony of those from all across Australia and the gathering of information 
from a host of sources to relate to this issue. The Committee will find what poverty is, 
how it relates to rural and regional Australia and steps to address poverty within these 
communities.  

 

 



Inquiry Findings 
 

The Committee undertook two stages of its inquiry, first the questioning of a variety of 
different expert testimonies and Parliamentary figures and secondly the consolidation 
of various reports by different organizations relating to the inquiry matter at hand. The 
Committee aimed to answer three questions during the length of the Inquiry and all 
questions and their responses will be analyzed from their own merit and perspective as 
well as against these three questions. The three questions this Committee sought to 
answer are 

 

●​ The Extent of Rural and Regional Poverty within Australia. 
●​ Testimony as to the effects of Rural and Regional Poverty upon other sectors 

within Australia. 
●​ Potential Solutions for differing regions of Australia and broad national policy 

which could be implemented to solve the issue. 

We will firstly examine the general questioning which was undertaken and discuss 
everything which was raised during the length of these discussions. This examination 
phase was open to all members of the public and those who had already been 
questioned. Despite this, we only received the testimony of a single Member of the 
Public and more should potentially be done to address this issue in the future and 
incentivize more members of the public to participate in these forms of hearing.  

The first question is the following by the Prime Minister, Model-Slater who asked; 

 

 



This first question, surrounding lack of education and healthcare access, was responded 
by the Member for Canberra TheSensibleCentre, someone called up to the Committee to 
discuss the Jarvis Bay region initially but seems to have made herself available for 
questioning and raises a very interesting point about the inefficiencies of prioritizing 
rural education as a sole solution to alleviate rural poverty. The Member for Canberra 
raises the point that to alleviate rural poverty, jobs and opportunities for jobs is likely 
the best solution for it. This will be noted in the findings of the report. 

 

 

The next question asked to the Members of the Public was that in relation to any 
potential Mining Tax. Two respondents have either represented or presently represent 
communities with a high amount of mining workers and so this question was answered 
with expert opinions as to the matter. The first matter for consideration is whether a 
mining tax of some form is supported by the community or whether it would lead to 
job loss. Two of the three respondents highlighted their belief that a singular mining tax 



will not lead to widespread job losses, with one (Former Prime Minister Mikiboss) 
citing the findings of the Henry Report in regards to the Mining Tax proposals' capacity 
to affect jobs. However, concerns were noted by the Committee from the Member for 
Capricornia about their belief that mining related taxes could cause job losses, however 
they stated they would still support the tax regardless. The second part of the question, 
about the payouts offered to miners, was answered by two of the respondents. The 
Member for Capricornia stated that payouts to miners must occur if we are to 
implement a mining tax of some form. The Member for Canberra however, while they 
stated they do support the proposed payout program, did highlight another interesting 
point for Committee consideration. They highlighted the status of the mining industry 
as a whole as being a sunset industry, an industry in their beliefs will inevitably end up 
dying. They highlighted the need for the Government to be ready to respond to that 
industry death and the need for the Government to invest into future-proofing jobs in 
other sectors in preparation. This will be noted in the final report. 

 

 

The next question was asked by the senator for the Northern Territory who asked for 
members of the public to discuss the role of trade unions in alleviating rural poverty. 
Both of the respondents agreed that trade unions play an important role in protecting 
the rights of workers in rural and regional areas from supposed exploitation, agreeing 
that unions need to play a more important role in rural workplaces. This will be noted 
in the findings of the report. 

 



 

The Senator for Tasmania asked a question on whether Members of the Public believe 
that their land should be used for common good or be exploited by the few. While it is 
the opinion of the Chair that this question is rather politically loaded and motivated, the 
response was a full consensus from the one respondent agreeing that they would rather 
prioritize local well-being.  

 

 

The next question, again by the Senator for Tasmania, asked members of the public 
whether or not public transport connections in their electorates were a viable alternative 
to motor vehicular transportation. Both of the respondents highlighted that it is 
impossible for rural Australians to travel through the means of public transport, 
particularly in remote Victorian settlements. One of the Members of the Public 
highlighted this as a need for support for electric vehicles, a topic we will discuss later 
in the report, while another offered the opinion that bus routes should ultimately 
connect between remote towns and regional centres, whereupon train connections can 
ensure rapid transit to places of high employment opportunities such as cities. This will 
be considered in the findings of the report. 



 

 

The Senator for Tasmania asked her final question to the general members of the public 
when she asked them about potential inequality of services between rural and urban 
Australia. This was in regards to a wide host of different services from healthcare, 
education or other key parts of what are considered crucial Government infrastructure. 
Both of the respondents agreed there was inequality in services between rural and 
urban areas, including testimony of those having to travel hundreds of kilometres to 
access particular services. The Member for Canberra however highlighted areas of 
reform which could be undertaken such as in the field of bulk billing expansion in rural 
and regional areas alongside specialized treatment centers for rural and regional areas. 
This will be considered in the findings. 

 

 



The Senator for Western Australia asked their first question following this surrounding 
whether members of the public believed that rural Australia suffered from COVID-19 
more adversely than urban Australia. The Member of the Public agreed to this and 
highlighted travel time to access services. 

 

The next question by the Senator for Western Australia was about gaining access to 
social welfare payments in rural Australia. The member of the public responded by 
stating the need for increased banking and postal service rollout in rural and regional 
areas and through the need for further support payments to cover fuel and food costs in 
rural Australia. 

 

The Senator for Western Australia then asked for Members of the Public's perception 
surrounding unemployment in rural Australia. The Member for Capricornia in 
attendance responded that there was a twofold issue of rural poverty in the region of 
Capricornia and it was jointly through unemployment issues and the high cost of living 
which worked together to cause rural poverty, through denying individuals with the 
means to earn an income and then having higher costs of living than other regions. This 



combines with the lack of welfare access highlighted earlier in this report and the 
combination of these two will be discussed in the reports findings. 

 

The final question was asked by the Prime Minister and Senator for Victoria 
Model-Slater who inquired as to the role of welfare in combating rural poverty, citing 
examples of advocates for those who are in favour of an increase and of a decrease in 
welfare expenditure. The two testifying members both were highly opposed to cutting 
welfare and both testified that cutting welfare would further heighten poverty and 
would not achieve any of the effects which it hoped to achieve. TheSensibleCentre 
highlighted their belief in the value of welfare while the Member for Capricornia 
highlighted the need for discussion as to job growth over the need to cut welfare 
payments. This will be investigated further in the findings of this report. 

 

Committee Specific Inquiries 

This report will next move onto the specific inquiries asked of particular Members of 
the Public and of Parliament pertaining to the subject matters. Most of the questions 
relate to their specific electoral areas or their thoughts as to particular proposed policies 
and solutions. For questions which were not answered, they will not be logged within 
the report. Additionally, it will be logged whether or not they were in attendance to the 
Committee hearing.  

TheSensibleCentre 



 

TheSensibleCentre was asked a single question by the Senator for New South Wales 
pertaining to the Jervis Bay Territory and other rural territories within her electorate of 
Canberra. TheSensibleCentre highlighted the immense success she had seen in her 
community of increased welfare payments, referring to the NewStart increases 
presumably, as well as the extension of JobKeeper payments which have both allegedly 
been positively received. She moved onto highlighting issues surrounding areas of her 
community such as Tharwa which was lumped into the city of Canberra despite having 
vastly different scopes of inquest.  She talked about the lack of reliable public transport 
and the distance from essential services despite low rates of motor vehicle availability 
for individuals in the community. She then recommended to the Committee that the 
Government should implement a fund for the Canberra Periphery and the Jervis Bay 
territory based on the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility Act. This will be 
discussed in the Findings. 

Mikiboss 



 

Former Member for Cowper and Prime Minister Mikiboss was summoned to the 
Committee where he made his attendance to answer a question by the Senator for New 
South Wales in regards to which groups are most disadvantaged within his former 
electorate. He highlights how he sees regional and Western New South Wales as being 
particularly disadvantaged compared to the rest of New South Wales and Australia as a 
whole. He highlighted particularly Aboriginal groups such as the Narrabri, the Bega 
and the Brewarrina in particular which have struggled with increased costs of goods, 
brain drain by local community experts referring to medical professionals and other 
educated individuals as well as issues of inequality caused by reduced access to natural 
flowing water which Aboriginal Australians benefited off of. This will all be integrated 
into the Findings of the Report. 

ARichTeaBiscuit 

 



The First question asked of the Member for Capricornia was the same asked to the 
former Member of Cowper in regards to disadvantaged communities within their 
electorate. The Member for Cowper responded by highlighting the notable examples of 
Tablederry, Wyandra, Teelba, Cherbourg and Mungallala. All of these areas, according 
to their testimony, suffer from the sheer distance which is required to be travelled to 
access healthcare services and the high cost of food and energy in the area. In 
Cherbourg in particular, they highlighted high unemployment and lack of public 
services in the town. This will be integrated into the Findings of the Report. 

 

The next question for the Member of Capricornia was asked by the Senator for New 
South Wales again and it was related to the issues identified in Far North Queensland 
poverty specifically and their belief in programs to alleviate suffering there. The 
Member identified high rates of poverty, high cost of healthcare, high crime rates and 
other particularly notable issues and highlighted as solutions investment into rural 
healthcare, education, social housing and high spending on welfare policies.  



 

The final question was from the Senator for Victoria, the Prime Minister Model-Slater, 
who asked about the reliance of the electorate on coal and fossil fuels and the position 
of the renewable transition in the electorate. The Member for Capricornia responded by 
stating that while their electorate was dependent on coal mining and fossil fuels, the 
renewable industry transfer inevitably occurred as well as their skepticism for the free 
market to deal with the issue in their electorate. They highlighted the need for training 
schemes for new sectors and the benefits of retraining programs like the Transitional 
Careers Scheme. They ended with their belief that Capricornia should become a 
renewable exporter rather than a coal exporter. 

Riley8583 

 

 

Member for Moncrieff Riley8583 was called up to speak next by the Senator for New 
South Wales, who repeated his question about the most disadvantaged communities in 
his electorate. He highlighted the disadvantage in regional towns in Moncrieff 



predominantly, confirming that the phenomenon shown throughout this report also 
applies to the Division of Moncrieff. 

 

The Senator for Tasmania then asked the Member for Moncrieff as to their belief in 
regards to expanding vital services into rural areas, particularly in healthcare and 
education. The Member for Moncrieff agreed that expansion must take place and 
highlighted his plan for a Satellite Hospital in Moncrieff to address this. This will be 
included in the Proposed Actions. 

 

The Senator for Tasmania then asked an additional question about common ownership 
of local stores and whether the Member for Moncrieff agreed with this principle. The 
Member for Moncrieff showed skepticism as to the role of the Government in that 
position and ultimately recommended against it.  



 

The Senator for Tasmania asked her final question in regards to implementing systems 
which keep wealth in rural communities, particularly focusing on a mining tax which 
would be reinvested into wealth funds. This likely refers to the legislation which the 
Senator has fielded recently in regards to a Mining Tax proposal and asks the Member 
for Moncrieff as to his support for this plan. The Member for Moncrieff disagreed with 
the proposed plan and disagreed with the mining tax implementation for the sake of the 
economy and mining jobs in rural and regional Australia. The Member for Moncrieff 
also condemned what they saw as an ideological statement by a Committee member, 
which has been noted by the Chair.  

12MaxWild 

 

12MaxWild was unable to appear at the Committee due to an exemption which was 
logged and notified by the Chairman of the Committee, we regret that he was unable to 
make his presence at the Committee known. 

 

BestinBounds 

 



 

The Member for Lingiari appeared twice to answer two questions put by the Senator for 
New South Wales. The first was a repeat of his previous questions about disadvantaged 
groups in the Northern Territory, with the Member for Lingiari responding that it is not 
an easy question to answer but singling out remote Aboriginal communities in the 
electorate whereupon he criticized socio-economic negligence on the part of previous 
governments.  

 

The Member for Lingiari’s second question related to mining taxation and whether or 
not he supported schemes to support former mining workers who lose their 
employment. The Member for Lingiari agreed that there would be a loss of jobs caused 
by a mining tax in Lingiari and highlighted that particularly occurring in his State. He 
however still supported the mining tax on the condition it was redistributed into the 
community to solve inequality issues, finance social and public services and retool 
healthcare in the Territory. He specifically backed the Mining Workers Redundancy 



Fund which has been proposed in the past and called for a 75-100% payout of former 
salaries which the MWRF called for. 

 

PuzzledWaste 

 

 

The Member for Denison responded to a single question posed to him in regards to the 
Australian Agricultural export industry in his position as Minister of Trade. He was 
asked about the kinds of policies he would like to see pursued to strengthen the export 
industry to aid rural Australians, with the Member replying that they would look at 
exporting to Asia particularly India as well as slashing taxes on co-operatives.  

Captain_Plat_2258 

 

Captain_Plat_2258, after correspondence with the Committee, was unable to make an 
appearance at the Committee due to personal reasons pertaining to her present 
employment and so she was granted a logged exemption by the Chairman of the 
Committee.  

 

Model-Kyosanto 

 

Model-Kyosanto did not appear at the Senate Inquiry and did not answer Committee 
Summons. The Chair did not receive any communication as to the reasoning.  

 



 

Information Consolidation and Gathering Reports 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/20/aboriginal-people-in-nsw-face-covid-crisis-
within-a-crisis 

The First Bit of Information Consolidated for the Report comes from an Aljazeera piece 
surrounding COVID-19 outbreaks in Aboriginal communities in New South Wales, 
which also highlight an increasingly devolving healthcare system within the region as 
well as the conditions of overcrowded housing. While the COVID-19 response is 
outside of the purview of this Committee and discussion about the inefficacy of 
vaccination is a matter for the Health Department to resolve, this Committee does 
highlight two prominent issues found in this article. The first is about Aboriginal 
healthcare access which is vastly reduced compared to the rest of Australia. It offers the 
truly startling figure that Aboriginal Australians lead the world in Rheumatic Heart 
Disease and still suffer from a host of preventable and treatable illnesses such as 
Trachoma. A large degree of this is also tied into the large households and rural 
housing crisis which the article talks about, a symptom of complete lack of housing in 
rural and regional areas leading to overcrowded housing conditions. This will be 
integrated into the Proposed Action. 

https://ruralhealth.org.au/sites/default/files/publications/nrha-factsheet-povertynov2017
.pdf 

The Fact Sheet Published by Rural Health sets forth a concise document with crucial 
figures for the Committee to consider. The Fact Sheet states that incomes for those in 
rural and regional communities were 18% lower than those for urban communities and 
that their net household worth was significantly lower being 29% lower than those in 
urban areas. The Fact Sheet also describes how the cost of living is higher on most fronts 
for rural and regional Australians, aligning with the testimony the Committee has 
received. The cost of food is highlighted as being up to 20% higher in rural and regional 
areas than in urban centers. The cost of petrol as well is highlighted as being 10% higher 
than in urban centers as well. This also adds onto the potential for higher costs of 
energy, a phenomenon noted by the testimony of the Member for Capricornia in rural 
and regional Queensland.  

The Report highlights how 5% of rural and regional individuals did not see a GP due to 
the costs of it, a 2% increase from their urban counterparts. Most shocking of all is a 
large 23 and 21% of those who did not see a dentist due to the cost of it. This highlights 
an issue of overall healthcare rollout throughout Australia. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/20/aboriginal-people-in-nsw-face-covid-crisis-within-a-crisis
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/20/aboriginal-people-in-nsw-face-covid-crisis-within-a-crisis
https://ruralhealth.org.au/sites/default/files/publications/nrha-factsheet-povertynov2017.pdf
https://ruralhealth.org.au/sites/default/files/publications/nrha-factsheet-povertynov2017.pdf


https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-05-11/federal-election-2019-you-ask-we-answer-new
start/11102702?pfmredir=sm 

This ABC Article which has been presented raises the point in regards to NewStart 
Benefit Increases and the benefits associated with it. The Committee takes in the 
evidence and the testimony from the wide range of Australians within it and will 
integrate the recommendations to increase NewStart to address poverty as being a 
worthy cause to investigate.  

https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/archived/bushtelegraph/rural-poverty/
5909108 

The Committee received this ABC article surrounding the poorest regions of Australia 
broken down by the electorates at the time. This article makes particular mention of the 
Sunshine Coast region, Agricultural New South Wales and Western Australian Mining 
Communities. Most of all however it highlights major inequality and poverty in the 
State of Tasmania and causes immediate concern to the Committee to hear of. This will 
be discussed in the Proposed Action. 

https://www.actu.org.au/media/1385714/d34-actu-submission-regional-jobs-of-the-futur
e.pdf 

This ACTU Submission highlights some truly shocking statistics to the Committee 
which are worth consideration. The ACTU Submission highlights a host of discussions 
surrounding regional and rural jobs, highlighting the role of the service industry and 
the need for continued support of the service industry within these areas. The ACTU 
Submission also provides a concrete unemployment figure for consideration by the 
Committee for particular regions. The ACTU Submission highlights areas of high 
unemployment in Gippsland, in Coastal New South Wales but most particularly in Far 
North Queensland where there is a shocking unemployment rate of 15% which is three 
times that of the national average. The report also highlights Youth Unemployment as 
being particularly high in rural and regional areas.  

“Broadmeadows in Melbourne’s north, once home to 600 Ford workers, and many more 
in the supply chain, has an unemployment rate of 25.4%. Elizabeth, the home of Holden 
manufacturing for nearly 100 years, now has nearly a third of the workforce unable to 
find work. Elizabeth East and Port Adelaide both have unemployment levels of over 
13%. Some estimates put the number of job losses in Adelaide’s automotive components 
and manufacturing supply chain at 50,000. “ 

This particular quote, using the example of the automobile industry in Australia, reveals 
a shocking fall in employment due to deindustrialization and the failure of Government 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-05-11/federal-election-2019-you-ask-we-answer-newstart/11102702?pfmredir=sm
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-05-11/federal-election-2019-you-ask-we-answer-newstart/11102702?pfmredir=sm
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/archived/bushtelegraph/rural-poverty/5909108
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/archived/bushtelegraph/rural-poverty/5909108
https://www.actu.org.au/media/1385714/d34-actu-submission-regional-jobs-of-the-future.pdf
https://www.actu.org.au/media/1385714/d34-actu-submission-regional-jobs-of-the-future.pdf


policy to adequately address this in rural and regional areas. This same crisis presents 
itself right now with regards to mining jobs and highlights the need for immediate 
action to reduce the collapse of Australian mining, which is seeming incredibly 
inevitable. The ACTU submission will be the most helpful in the findings of this report. 

 

Proposed Action 
The Committee makes the following proposed actions in-line with the evidence 
gathered for the length of this report from a combination of testimony and evidence 
being presented to the Committee. 

The Paramount Finding of the Committee is in the field of job growth and creation. The 
Committee has received overwhelming evidence that job growth is at the heart of 
alleviating rural and regional poverty and many of those who have testified alongside 
the written information presented to the Committee supports continued job growth. 
The Committee has found that particular areas of job growth which have been 
identified are in renewable energy sources which could potentially replace existing 
mining jobs into the future alongside a return to the public service employment which 
was characterized previously by the SEC. The Committee therefore finds that the 
Commonwealth has a major role to play in being an employer in rural and regional 
areas and that job growth could likely occur substantially due to increased Government 
employment intervention into the rural and regional countryside.  

The Committee was asked to identify the efficacy of a potential Mining Tax in ensuring 
community investment and the impact it could have on jobs in states with a dependence 
on mining such as the Northern Territory, New South Wales and Queensland. The 
majority of those questioned about a Mining Tax found that the Mining Tax would 
either cause negligible job losses or would still be beneficial despite the job losses it 
would cause. The exception to this was the Member for Moncrieff, who recommended 
against a Mining Tax in his community of Moncrieff. Additional explanation was 
provided as to the need for these Mining Taxes to support investment back into the 
communities it was taken out of. The Committee therefore endorses a Mining Tax of 
some variety on the condition it is invested back into rural communities it originates 
from. The Committee makes specific reference to the Mining Workers Redundancy 
Fund proposal which received support in the Northern Territory context. Further 
investigation may be required as to efficacy elsewhere. 

The Committee recommends that rural healthcare and education particularly continue 
to be financed and prioritized by the Commonwealth Government to provide 
additional support to rural and regional Australians. The Committee therefore 



recommends the Commonwealth continues to support such schemes, particularly in the 
field of those which already exist such as the Hospital Modernization Scheme or Rural 
Education Fund. The Committee however has not found convincing evidence that 
education is a reliable tool to lift rural and regional Australians out of poverty without 
first undertaking other, more significant aspects of financing and recommends the 
prioritization of job growth over rural higher education.  

The Committee recommends that immediate satellite hospitals be financed in the next 
budget for the area of regional Moncrieff, Tablederry, Wyandra, Teelba, Cherbourg and 
Mungallala and finally the suburb of Tharwa in the city of Canberra. Further satellite 
hospitals will need to be examined on a case-by-case basis, particularly due to their 
potential to create job opportunities as well as furthering health outcomes. The 
Committee also recommends the creation of specialized healthcare clinics in rural and 
regional areas.  

The Committee has identified welfare as a key determinant in reducing rural and 
regional poverty and has received repeated testimony as to the efficacy of welfare in 
defeating rural poverty. The Committee has specifically received discussion about the 
need for welfare access in rural and regional Queensland and in Far North Queensland. 
The Committee endorses the changes which have been made in regards to welfare 
reform such as the extension of JobKeeper and the increase to payments such as 
NewStart for their role in reducing rural and regional poverty.  

The Committee has identified lack of access to Government services as a determinant of 
rural and regional poverty. In particular, an area of focus presented by testimony was in 
access to Government support such as welfare alongside Government postal services 
and banking services. To address this issue, the AusBank scheme which was started 
during the last Budget appears to be a strong factor in being able to increase 
accessibility between rural Australia and the Commonwealth Government. The 
Committee endorses continued postal office expansion and the continued rollout of the 
AusBank scheme and recommends that AusBank be expanded with the powers to make 
relevant welfare payments to accounts with cooperation of Social Services.  

The Committee has heard the proposal for a Canberra Infrastructure Fund reminiscent 
of the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility Act. This new fund for Canberra would 
be in regards to the fringes of Canberra and the Jervis Bay Territory. The Committee 
endorses this proposal as long as it is equivalent to the population of the region, due to 
the more specialized focus of this scheme compared to the far broader Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility.  



The Committee heard a submission about bulk billing reform in regards to rural 
healthcare and restoring further bulk billing access for rural and regional communities. 
This was presented without debate or more nuanced analysis but from a purely 
practical and technical standpoint, increasing bulk billing in rural areas does lead to a 
decrease in overall healthcare costs. The Committee therefore endorses increased bulk 
billing support for rural and regional Australia provisionally to alleviate rural poverty. 

The Committee notes higher rates of inaccessibility to a dentist due to the associated 
costs of it among regional and rural Australians. To this end, the Committee endorses 
programs to increase dental health in rural and regional Australians and is optimistic 
about the planned expansion of Medicare coverage to fully cover dental costs. 

The Committee urges that the Commonwealth Government immediately seek to 
intervene in particularly Aboriginal communities in remote areas in the field of 
healthcare treatment. The high rates of Rheumatic Heart Disease must be immediately 
countered by the Government through any available means and the Government is 
recommended to launch a war to eliminate diseases such as Trachoma from the 
community within at least five years. 

The Committee acknowledges the rural housing crisis and the conditions of 
overcrowding which have been caused by a lack of good housing stock. Overcrowding 
has continued to lead to worse health outcomes in particularly rural areas and has led 
to a host of other problems in regards to housing quality and maintenance costs.  The 
Committee recommends that the Government seek to alleviate the rural housing crisis 
with a plan to construct additional state housing in remote and rural Australia as well 
as seek to overhaul regional and rural housing approaches completely with a whole 
new Office within the Department dedicated to rural housing upgrades. 

The Committee has heard proposals surrounding rural and regional infrastructure and 
public transport accessibility. Out of the testimony which was heard, the rural and 
remote busways are a vital service to be provided to the community. The Committee 
was provided a particularly convincing testimony by the Member for Canberra in 
regards to ensuring remote bus services to regional hubs, which can have fast rail 
connections into urban centers. The Committee wishes to expand on this proposal as 
well, adding onto this that increasing rail freight connections between regional centers 
and urban centers will allow for greater export opportunities for rurally-produced 
goods. The Committee recommends the proposal set out by the Member for Canberra 
and recommends it be adopted by the Commonwealth. The Committee notes however 
this is a lower priority compared to other policy proposals due to larger costs. 



The Committee has recognized through testimony and evidence presented to the 
Committee the higher costs of living for rural and regional Australians in terms of 
essentials. The Committee found that food, fuel and energy are prohibitively high in 
rural and regional Australia compared to their urban counterparts. The Government is 
recommended by their Committee to undertake broad reforms on this subject matter 
but is unable to provide any substantive specific suggestions as to what to do to 
alleviate this beyond GST removal, which has already been undertaken in the field of 
electricity. 

The Committee recommends specific and immediate attention is drawn to the 
Tasmanian Poverty crisis which is currently underway in Tasmania. With the evidence 
provided prior to the Committee sitting alongside evidence collected during the 
information stage of this Committee, it is clear that poverty in Tasmania is something 
serious to be immediately addressed. The Committee recommends the Government 
undertake serious reform to reduce Tasmanian Poverty, likely in the fields highlighted 
above but especially in terms of job opportunities. 

The Committee recommends specific and immediate attention be taken in regards to Far 
North Queensland Unemployment rates. 

The Committee recommends that Youth Unemployment be tackled in rural and 
regional centers through targeted apprenticeship programs and other support 
mechanisms to restore jobs for Youths in rural and regional Australia. The Committee 
endorses the WorkChoices scheme for this purpose.  

Conclusion 
 
In Conclusion, the Committee has found that there is a massive crisis within rural and 
regional Australia in regards to poverty which simply needs to be addressed. The 
Committee has found through testimony and reports chronic issues relating to welfare 
access, job opportunities, healthcare, education, remoteness, public transport and a host 
of others in accessibilities while also coming to conclusions in regards to the efficacy of 
mining taxation legislation and a host of other planned schemes.  

The Committee’s finding calls for the dramatic spending of billions of dollars over a 
multitude of years and is set as a benchmark for all future Governments to aim to 
achieve in terms of future spending. There is a host of recommended programs for 
current and successive Governments within this report and the Committee recommends 
that the Government adopt all of its findings within their powers to achieve these aims 
and goals. 



The Committee would like to provide special acknowledgement to the Senators of the 
Committee and to those who answered questions to aid in the process of presenting this 
Report.  

 

Gregor_The_Beggar, Senator 
Chairman of the Committee, Senator for New South Wales 
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