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Do You Think SEO Is Too Expensive, Or Are You Misunderstanding The 

Value And Return On Investment That SEO Can Generate 

 
Do You Think SEO Is Too Expensive, Or Are You Misunderstanding The Value And Return On Investment That SEO Can 
Generate?​
 
Business owners often ask me why Search Engine Optimization (SEO) “seems so expensive.” First off, if you are looking 
at SEO as an expense instead of an investment in your business, you are looking at it all wrong from the beginning. You 
will probably never be satisfied no matter how good the results are.​
 
On the other hand, other business owners are trying to compare SEO costs to other marketing channels, like their FREE 
Facebook pages or Instagram Pages. The problem with this is that many business pages have very little engagement 
because they aren’t paying for ads or posting quality, engaging content.​
 
Many business owners recognize this and take to their personal profiles to complain about the platforms they are on and 
how those platforms “don’t care about small businesses.”​
 
Keep this one thing in mind…​
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The social media “overlords” do not owe you visibility or engagement.​
 
You are on their platforms and have to play by their rules.​
 
Let me refresh your memory. When you signed your business up to be on these platforms, you agreed to their terms of 
service.​
 
If you don’t follow those terms, your business page will get slapped down by the algorithm, if not outright banned. Blaming 
the rules you agreed to for the reason your business is suffering will not change a thing.​
 
Over the past year, we’ve seen many high-profile cases in which social media giants are not afraid to censor, downgrade 
pages in their algorithms. We’ve also watched them kick people and businesses off their platforms altogether.​
 
SEO helps make marketing channels work more effectively because it ensures the appropriate content for every platform 
gets created and disseminated.​
 
Search Engine Optimization is an often misunderstood marketing strategy by small business owners getting their lunch 
eaten by their competitors who “get it.”​
 
Many people look at this marketing strategy wrong. So I figured I’d give a quick education on why SEO “seems expensive” 
to business owners and then show off some SEO math.​
 
Here are some SEO facts to chew on for a moment. ​
 
SEOs (or agencies) aren’t selling Search Engine Optimization per se, as their customers will soon discover.​
 
We provide businesses with the ability to rank well in Google for relevant search terms that can help generate leads or 
sales. At C.H. Local Media, we’ve helped and watched many businesses grow through our SEO services. More on this 
later.​
 
For right now, let’s look at seven SEO facts.​
 
Search is the single largest online traffic source, driving well over 50% of most industries’ web traffic. ​
 
Google drives eight times more traffic than all social media networks combined.​
 
93% of online experiences begin with a search engine, not social media.​
 
75% of people never scroll past the first page of search engines.​
 
81% of people perform some online research before making a large purchase.​
 
72% of consumers who perform a local search visit a store within 5 miles of their current location within 24 hours.​
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61% of mobile searchers are more likely to contact a local business if they have a mobile-friendly site.​
 
Are your potential clients finding you on the first page of search, and more specifically, at the top of the first page?​
 
Are your current clients finding you on the first page of Google? Yes, this is a thing.​
 
We had a company call us in 2019. Their existing customers couldn’t find them for their own company name on Google. ​
 
They asked about us reworking their website and doing SEO for them. Last I checked, they still aren’t showing up for their 
services after choosing a cheaper alternative because “SEO is too expensive.”​
 
SEO really can’t be compared to Social Media or any other marketing channel or strategy.​
 
Please do not misunderstand me. Social Media has its place, and we all know business owners who are killing it on social 
media – I’m looking at you Alonzo Edwards – but they are few and far between. Plus, many of them are paying way more 
for ads on social media than they would be paying for search engine optimization.​
 
I also know how much more business they could gain by adding consistent search engine optimization to their marketing 
strategy.​
 
What are some key differences between SEO and Social Media Marketing? ​
 
SEO includes both on-page and off-page strategies that focus primarily on optimizing a website for search engines like 
Google, Bing, Yahoo, and others. SEO employs techniques that improve the quality of a website for it to rank higher in 
search results when potential clients are looking for your services or products.​
 
Social Media Marketing on platforms such as Facebook or Instagram can build your brand awareness among customers. 
Social media marketing may include organic posts, sponsored ads, or boosted posts to try to build engagement with your 
brand.​
 
Once again, I believe you should be using social media for your business and your brand. Heck, we even offer Social 
Media Management and Marketing services as well.​
 
Just know that FB reaction emojis do not equal the cash register ringing. They serve their purpose for vanity metrics and 
to give you an idea of how engaging your post is, but they do not equal sales.​
 
We even believe that social media should be a core part of your marketing strategy but not your only system.​
 
While social media CAN drive engagement, I’d encourage you to go back and look at the stats above. If you take nothing 
else from this information, remember this. Google drives eight times more traffic than all social media combined.​
 
SEO is not an inexpensive marketing strategy. However, when search engine optimization is implemented correctly, you 
can expect a high return on investment.​
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Businesses that invest in Search Engine Optimization are typically those who understand the power of SEO and its 
benefits for their business. ​
 
One of our missions at CH. Local Media is to help more business owners understand the true power of SEO to generate 
more calls, leads, appointments, in-store traffic, and, most importantly, sales. Understanding this marketing concept would 
help level the playing field for them to compete with more substantial businesses.​
 
As it stands right now, even though SEO has been around for years, not many small or local businesses are taking 
advantage of this marketing opportunity. Many local companies that have implemented SEO into their marketing strategy 
are dominating their industries in their communities.​
 
You might get lucky and gain a couple of first-page search results for a keyword or two without SEO. Still, without a solid 
SEO strategy, you may fluctuate, fall off the first page, or even worse, you may stay stagnant because there are more 
areas to cover that you are not reaching.​
 
SEO is not a one-time event where the SEO company does something and then goes away. SEO is a long-term 
relationship with your SEO agency where both parties work together over time to develop strategies that will continue to 
grow search traffic and rankings for the business.​
 
So What About That SEO Math You Promised Earlier, Chas?​
 
SEO isn’t cheap, but SEO is one of the oldest and highly proven forms of online marketing that has stood the test of time.​
 
It’s no secret that it can be expensive to develop a solid SEO strategy for your business. This is why many business 
owners are turning to social media platforms like Facebook or Instagram as their primary forms of marketing.​
 
But what happens when you get those likes and followers on Facebook?​
 
If you don’t stay consistent with your posting, then in just minutes, they will disappear, and all those hard-earned “likes” 
and “followers” won’t keep coming back.​
 
The value of SEO is that it’s sustainable over time. SEO can remain consistent and provide fresh, new leads over time 
with the right SEO agency working on them.​
 
With an SEO strategy in place, you will build a more solid foundation for your business than some of those social media 
platforms mentioned above. You will begin to see consistency in your leads and closed sales.​
 
Let’s Look At Some Numbers For Three Current C.H. Local Media Clients. ​
 
SEO Client Number One is in the residential and commercial services industry.​
 
When starting with us at C.H. Local Media, this client’s average job was between $150 – $300 per job. They were mostly 
doing residential jobs at that time but wanted to focus more on building their commercial work.​
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We helped them shift their business to more commercial work while expanding their service area with targeted search 
engine optimization strategies.​
 
Their business started seeing a significant shift in inquiries from residential jobs to commercial jobs. Out-of-state 
companies with commercial property holdings in our client’s service areas started calling them for quotes and contracting 
them for the needed work.​
 
This client is now consistently landing more commercial jobs with values between $5,000 – $45,000, and their business is 
doubling year over year. That’s a far cry from their beginning when they were doing jobs between $150 – $300.​
 
Do you still think “SEO is too expensive?​
 
This client thought that SEO was too expensive at the beginning but still took the chance. They now know it isn’t since we 
are paying for ourselves, on top of generating insane revenue for them through our search engine optimization process.​
 
SEO Client Number Two offers professional services.​
 
When this client started with us at C.H. Local Media, they only had four leads from forms on their old website that was 
three years old. They were only receiving around five calls a month from their Google My Business Listing.​
 
This client is in a tough niche and competing with national businesses with deep pockets for a particular segment of their 
business.​
 
We rebuilt their website with a solid SEO foundation over 30 days. After launching their website, we started implementing 
the C.H. Local Media SEO process.​
 
They started rising in the rankings. Keywords started landing on page one and in the map pack.​
 
Potential clients were filling out their forms on their website. Their calls started increasing from the website and their 
Google My Business Listing.​
 
They are now getting over 100 calls from Google My Business alone per month on average in a city with 32,000 people. 
Their highest searched keyword only gets 110 searches per month. Do you think they’re dominating their industry in their 
region?​
 
I’ll spell it out for you, Y E S!​
 
Their average overall ranking when they started with us was at 73.2 for their keywords. Their average overall ranking now 
stands at 1.9. Forty-two of their fifty-nine tracked keywords are in the map pack. The other seventeen keywords are 
ranking organically in positions one to three.​
 
This same client opened a new location in a new state last year during covid.​
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How’s that going?​
 
We were able to piggyback off the trust and authority from their first location to transfer power to their second location with 
a 10X larger population. This client is already beating well-established businesses in the area and taking away market 
share from companies that have been in this location for years.​
 
They have been in continuous hiring mode for the past six months with no signs of stopping.​
 
I just spoke with the owner last week. He has tasked us with market research for two new locations and stated he would 
be opening one new branch per year after these next two.​
 
Do you still think “SEO is too expensive?”​
 
When we quoted the above client for SEO services based on the niche, services, target markets, and competition, they 
suffered some sticker shock and hesitation and spoke with other marketing agencies.​
 
They liked our strategies and service at the end of the day and chose C.H. Local Media as their marketing partner. They 
now know that SEO is not too expensive after growing their business exponentially through the power of SEO.​
 
SEO Client Number Three owns an e-commerce shop in a very highly regulated industry.​
 
This client’s industry has many regulations on what can be said, claimed, and how they market their services and 
products.​
 
Between Federal, State, and Local regulations imposed on their industry, they cannot advertise in the traditional sense. 
They cannot advertise on social media or with Google ads either.​
 
Their growth has been through straight SEO.​
 
When this client started with C.H. Local Media in 2018, they were bouncing between $5,000 – $9,000 per month. We 
integrated our team with their backend office and customer service systems and got to work.​
 
The first thing we did was build them a website with a solid SEO foundation. We structured their e-commerce platform to 
focus on categories instead of individual products. We also worked with them on implementing an affiliate program.​
 
Between our SEO and their excellent customer service team working in tandem, we started seeing incremental growth. 
Then we started seeing compounding growth.​
 
We helped them go from $5,000 – $9,000 per month to $20,000 per month within the first year working together.​
 
It doesn’t sound like much, but remember what I said earlier. SEO Is a long game strategy.​
 
Within six months of hitting $20,000 months, this client was now doing $100K+ months. ​
 

Page 6 



Towards the end of last year (2020), they broke past $300K months. ​
 
This year (2021), this client has consistently been over $500K per month, with most months to now over $600K.​
 
We fully expect to go over $1,000,000.00 per month by the end of the year / first quarter of 2022.​
 
At this point, do you still think “SEO is too expensive?”​
 
If so, there is no way I could ever change your mind or even help you because you are looking at cost versus investment.​
 
I do wish you the best of luck in your business, though, because your competitors will be calling us or someone like us to 
help them dominate the market, putting you even further behind the eight ball.​
 
Is the problem that SEO is expensive or that priorities are mixed up?​
 
One of the things our team has learned on discovery calls and strategy sessions with business owners that some would 
rather enjoy the fruit of their labor now with fancy homes, cars, and exotic vacations instead of holding off for one to two 
more years.​
 
We quickly realize that the investment in SEO as a marketing strategy is not “too expensive” for them. They actually do 
have the budget. It comes down to priorities. Some business owners would rather prioritize their “social media highlight 
reels” than grow their business at the rate they say they want to.​
 
It isn’t that SEO is too expensive. The real problem is that “priorities” are out of line, and those “priorities” are “costly.”​
 
They cost you time by delaying the growth you claim you want to achieve.​
 
These misplaced priorities cost you money in lost revenue that you don’t even know you are missing out on.​
 
The future cost is even more significant because your competitors are running SEO campaigns to ensure their market 
dominance in the upcoming weeks, months, and years.​
 
It will be hard to catch up or beat them once Google sees their businesses and websites as the trusted, authoritative 
experts in your industry.​
 
Some of this information may have seemed harsh. My job is to tell the truth, not make you feel good or comfortable about 
your inaction.​
 
With all that said, I will ask one more time with a little different twist.​
 
Is SEO too expensive, or is it really just an excuse to make you feel better about your misplaced priorities in marketing 
your business?​
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If you’re ready to learn more about how SEO can grow your business and change your trajectory, get in touch. We’d be 
happy to help!​
 

Company Description 
C.H. Local Media is an award-winning Tupelo, Mississippi Marketing Agency located in Baldwyn MS. Our recent awards 
and recognition include - Best Nationwide SEO & Digital Marketing Agency 2021 by New World Report - North America 
Business Elite Awards 2021 "SEO Innovator of the Year - Southern USA" by Corporate Vision - Rated and Ranked One 
Of The Top SEO Agencies in Mississippi by SEOlium - A Top 10 Mississippi Digital Marketing Agency by Top Firms - 
Mississippi's Number One Social Media Marketing Agency as chosen by Kicksta and Influence Grid in their Worldwide 
Social Media Marketing Awards 2021 - Top Web Design Agency In Mississippi by Design Rush - World Wide Top 30 Web 
Design Agencies For Small Business Web Design by Design Rush If you are ready to work with a professional marketing 
team that gets results to dominate your market and your industry, C.H. Local Media stands ready to help you achieve the 
success your business deserves. At the end of the day, you can just have a website because "that's just what we are 
supposed to have as a business," or you can have an online "salesperson" driving calls, leads, appointments, and most 
importantly... sales! C.H. Local Media is committed to empowering business owners to build a strong brand and 
successful business in their communities. If you are ready to grow your business by growing your online presence, book 
your strategy session with C.H. Local Media today!​
 

Contact Details 
C.H. Local Media 
2217 MS-370, Baldwyn, MS 38824 
(662) 589-2427 
Website: https://chlocalmedia.com/​
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/chlocalmedia/​
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19V6quCoA__i1P9n1fDkcoS3KoxgPm-Sd?usp=drive_open 
​
 

Recommended Resources 
https://mgyb.co/s/EsDyp 
https://mgyb.co/s/lCWht 
https://mgyb.co/s/NeXZK 
https://mgyb.co/s/EfYUY 
https://mgyb.co/s/Ksint 
https://mgyb.co/s/BtVjG 
https://mgyb.co/s/hwvvK 
https://mgyb.co/s/aprqd 
https://mgyb.co/s/YKsFQ 
https://mgyb.co/s/tyhaz 
https://mgyb.co/s/DPquO 
https://mgyb.co/s/pWhxQ 
https://mgyb.co/s/pDtKT 
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https://mgyb.co/s/yqVtu 
https://mgyb.co/s/TeWgE 
https://mgyb.co/s/NyeDd 
https://mgyb.co/s/CIcWk 
https://mgyb.co/s/fJgGQ 
https://mgyb.co/s/SpgQe 
https://mgyb.co/s/Bsygx 
https://mgyb.co/s/nVCSU 
https://mgyb.co/s/IIpYg 
https://mgyb.co/s/dxWaA 
https://mgyb.co/s/CFZGb 
https://mgyb.co/s/feqcv 
https://mgyb.co/s/GmFmW 
https://mgyb.co/s/WgWzn 
https://mgyb.co/s/RjEUW 
https://mgyb.co/s/MXKWD 
https://mgyb.co/s/DYVjk 
https://mgyb.co/s/HQjrO 
https://mgyb.co/s/WWStd 
https://mgyb.co/s/eBaiv 
https://mgyb.co/s/fShRm 
https://mgyb.co/s/SaqJI 
https://mgyb.co/s/JtpJu 
https://mgyb.co/s/ShOsR 
https://mgyb.co/s/MQsKE 
https://mgyb.co/s/TvfAI 
https://mgyb.co/s/pIdJX 
https://mgyb.co/s/BehLW 
https://mgyb.co/s/Sljfy 
https://mgyb.co/s/kTiav 
https://mgyb.co/s/GvvHw 
https://mgyb.co/s/tQVyA 
https://mgyb.co/s/olfay 

Recommended Profiles 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1fXf1GiU9XiHxuGTTVJD8w/about 
https://chlocalmedia.blogspot.com 
https://tupelomarketingagency.wordpress.com 
https://en.gravatar.com/chlocalmedia 
https://chlocalmedia.tumblr.com/ 
https://twitter.com/CHLocalMedia 
https://www.diigo.com/profile/chlocalmedia 
https://www.evernote.com/pub/annietwyatt/c.h.localmedia 
https://getpocket.com/@chlocalmedia 
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1R1QTA1CwnsABbRet3JX9SbhUI6zK9Z7m?usp=sharing 
https://1drv.ms/u/s!Ao6Yg1GgxItJaHeX_NznpznGFdY?e=Qpk9U3 
https://about.me/chlocalmedia 
https://www.instapaper.com/p/chlocalmedia 
https://disqus.com/by/chlocalmedia/about/ 
https://paper.li/QNvI9Q1BJiHxN5Tb3zpKg 
https://www.facebook.com/chlocalmedia 
https://www.instagram.com/chlocalmedia 
https://chlocalmedia.com/search-engine-optimization-best-local-seo-national-seo/ 
https://chlocalmedia.com/nationwide-and-tupelo-ms-social-media-marketing-and-management/ 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1fXf1GiU9XiHxuGTTVJD8w 
https://www.facebook.com/chlocalmedia/videos/rock-your-business-with-search-engine-optimization/967752220247219/ 
https://www.facebook.com/chlocalmedia 
https://www.instagram.com/chlocalmedia/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chas-henry-seo 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chlocalmedia/ 
https://www.designrush.com/agency/profile/c-h-local-media 
https://www.alignable.com/baldwyn-ms/c-h-local-media 
https://twitter.com/chlocalmedia 
https://www.thenewworldreport.com/winners/c-h-local-media/ 
https://play.acast.com/s/financial-intelligence-mindset/chas-henry-founder-of-ch-local-media-digital-marketing-agenc 
https://www.corporatevision-news.com/winners/c-h-local-media/ 
https://www.seolium.com/blog/best-26-seo-agencies-in-mississippi/ 
https://www.designrush.com/agency/profile/c-h-local-media 
https://blog.kicksta.co/social-media-agencies-in-every-state/2/#Mississippi 
https://www.cylex.us.com/company/c-h--local-media-29310121.html 
https://yellow.place/en/c-h-local-media-baldwyn-ms-usa 
https://www.228area.com/mississippi/biloxi/business-professional-services/c.h.-local-media.htm 
https://agencyvista.com/agency/c-h-local-media/marketing-agency/reviews 
https://www.benzinga.com/pressreleases/20/07/ab16590856/tupelo-mississippi-digital-marketing-agency-c-h-local-media-
announces-three-facet-launch 
https://www.manta.com/c/mhpn8kz/c-h-local-media 
http://www.shopbaldwyn.com/chlocalmedia 
https://firmania.com/baldwyn/ch-local-media-4354517 
https://podcasts.apple.com/za/podcast/chas-henry-founder-of-c-h-local-media-digital/id1537470907?i=1000537417032 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlNil2D6K30 
https://www.mapquest.com/us/mississippi/ch-local-media-380718319 
https://m.facebook.com/chlocalmedia/videos/visiting-one-of-our-favorite-business-owners-tim-tubb-of-sprout-insurance-in-
net/475706253543135/ 
https://clutch.co/profile/ch-local-media#summary 
https://www.bbb.org/us/ms/baldwyn/profile/marketing-consultant/ch-local-media-llc-0523-235878989/overview-of-bbb-ratin
gs 
https://www.chamberofcommerce.com/united-states/mississippi/baldwyn/website-design-and-marketing/1336934731-c-h-l
ocal-media 
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