
 

 

Swing and the Bebop Era 
Teaching Artist: Dave Adewumi 

 

Summary 
This is the third lesson from the grades 2-5 Jazz and the World of Black American Music 
Course. Students will be introduced to historical facts and figures in the swing and bebop era. 
They will be able to play a swing beat and play along with a recording.  
 

Objectives 
●​ Summarize important information about the bebop era. 
●​ Identify the swing rhythm in a jazz recording. 
●​ Perform the swing rhythm. 

 

Materials 
●​ Google Slides: Swing and Bebop 
●​ Swing Era Musicians 
●​ The Birth of Bebop  
●​ Learning a Swing Beat  

●​ Swing Rhythm (walk the dog) 
●​ The Atomic Mr. Basie 
●​ Moten Swing 

 
 
Note: S'Cool Sounds lessons are for educational and informational use only. SCS highly 
recommends the use of SafeShare to watch media securely without advertisements, pop-ups, 
and/or unwanted [inappropriate] content when teaching young audiences.  
 
Explore 
1. Display Google Slides: Swing and Bebop. Watch Swing Era Musicians [4:36-6:16]. Ask 
students to listen to Fine and Mellow and think about how Coleman Hawkins and Lester Young 
express themselves in different ways. 
 
2. Engage students in a discussion about individuality. Ask: What part of your personality makes 
you proud? What is unique about you?  
 
3. Ask students to turn and talk to a peer to discuss the three musicians in the videos. Ask: What 
makes these musicians unique? Invite them to share their thoughts in class or on the S’Cool 
Sounds Padlet. 
 

Copyright S’Cool Sounds. All Rights Reserved. Course materials may be reproduced and distributed for educational purposes only.  
 

S’Cool Sounds’ NYC Schools Program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and 
the New York State Legislature 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QUHrbfV9jdEbLioQUXvKbV-xm3hk2DFTm-ActoNGJsQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lw4WYiwbX1E&list=PL4eI58t0_KRnycDZ3YGjxHlKEtTAEeLjw&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNA0I5zoDgs&list=PL4eI58t0_KRnycDZ3YGjxHlKEtTAEeLjw&index=7
https://youtu.be/98wazZy8CUI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LSW4itirXCjBM9givWbyeZygr5YjFRgZ/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/VBTSoLzZ3-U?t=151
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NGQCFlfGp4
https://safeshare.tv/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QUHrbfV9jdEbLioQUXvKbV-xm3hk2DFTm-ActoNGJsQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/lw4WYiwbX1E?t=186
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7


 

4. Watch The Birth of Bebop [2:05-4:17]. Ask students to think about Charlie's journey as a 
musician. Ask: What challenges do you think he faced as he developed his voice as an individual? 
 
5. Create a concept map on chart paper or an interactive board with the word “Individuality” in 
the middle. Ask students to brainstorm ways that they show their individuality. Ask: When do you 
feel the most like your true self? Responses may include when they are dancing, cooking, 
reading, laughing, etc. Students can write their responses on the map using sticky notes or the 
teacher can scribe them.  
 
Learn 
1. Tell students the rhythm they will learn is the foundation of all the music in the videos. Play 
Learning a Swing Beat to introduce the swing rhythm. 
 
2. Ask students if they can hear the rhythm in one of the song selections: Splanky and Moten 
Swing.   
 
3. To practice the swing rhythm, invite students to play along with Mr. Dave in the play-along 
track  Swing Rhythm (walk the dog). Model clapping (drumming) with the “ride” cymbal and Mr. 
Dave’s voice, as needed. 
 
4. After students successfully play a swing beat, invite them to create a rhythm that expresses 
their individuality.  
 
5. Ask students to write a three-syllable word or phrase that makes them happy. For example, 
“Feed the cat.” Students will perform their new phrase that will replace "walk the dog.” Invite the 
other students to join.  
 
Perform & Share 
1. Share and perform the activities from this lesson on the  S’Cool Sounds Padlet.  
 
2. Tell students that they will learn about Call and Response in the next class.  
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https://youtu.be/vNA0I5zoDgs?t=125
https://youtu.be/98wazZy8CUI
https://youtu.be/VBTSoLzZ3-U?t=151
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NGQCFlfGp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NGQCFlfGp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NGQCFlfGp4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LSW4itirXCjBM9givWbyeZygr5YjFRgZ/view?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7
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