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Data Club introduces students to professionals who work in data
journalism along with training in data journalism practices. It is hosted by
the Media Innovation Group and funded by the Dallas Morning News
Journalism Innovation Endowment.

Fall 2025

In Fall 2025 we will launch an IRE at UT student chapter, which we hope will have broad
appeal among students while still serving the "news nerds", as it is IRE that runs the
ultimate news nerd gathering, NICAR.

IRE: Investigative Reporters and Editors
NICAR: National Institute of Computer Assisted Reporting.

How to follow us

e Sign up for the Media Innovation Group Newsletter: This newsletter
highlights different projects and opportunities for students
e Follow @innovationut on Instagram

Previous meetings

Takeaways from 4/8/2025 meting

MIG data fellows Olivia Dilley and Ali Juell led a hands-on training for Google Sheets
using data from the Knight-Newhouse college athletics database, we’ll be comparing
sports revenue and expenditures from different universities and across conferences.
(Lesson details are here.)

Takeaways from 2/18/2025 meeting

Guest Speaker Caroline Ghisolfi — Houston Chronicle’s Deputy Data Editor. Learn more
about her work here.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xl5jW5A_V0&list=PLggPkq8Rt2UFXjwpLARCSO76rKD9qJsAK
https://utexas.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=1de5fb301686f9f165ea86abe&id=53a7e002c0
https://www.instagram.com/innovationut/?hl=en
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jVeGWoZVYcBr4lwDhpDXtKnPHfHnUxXFDLatUYibYCw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/author/caroline-ghisolfi/

Takeaways from the 11/16/2024 meeting

Professor McDonald led a hands-on tutorial on the chart making platform Datawrapper
using a series of demonstrations and exercises with a charting tool used in newsrooms
across the world (The Datawrapper Academy, Candy exercise, Titanic exercise, Locator

map exercise).

Takeaways from the 11/02/2024 workshop

At this workshop, we introduced R and Rstudio through the online platform posit.cloud.
You need a free account, but the lesson can be found here: posit.cloud/content/9098983

Takeaways from the 10/21/2024 meeting

Anastasia Goodwin of the Houston Chronicle will talked about how she uses data,
public information requests and software development practices to report on public
education, mainly around their Principal Tracker project.

Takeaways from the 9/16/2024 meeting

At this session we explored the free tool Tableau Public, a data visualization tool by
Salesforce. It's a great tool to explore and communicate with data.
e Introduction to Tableau Public tutorial

Takeaways from the 3/26/2024 meeting

At this session we explored the popularity of baby names in the U.S. going back to the
early 1900s. We used Google Sheets to sort, filter, pivot and use lookups to prepare
and build charts exploring how name popularity has changed.
e The Baby names material has the material and a companion video walking
through the exercise.

Takeaways from the 2/27/2024 meeting

At this meeting we heard from Ryan Serpico, an Al & Automation engineer at Hearst
Newspapers. He showed us various ways he uses generative Al for newsroom tools
and showed us his recently-launched chatbot for San Francisco restaurant
recommendations. If you have follow-up questions for Ryan, contact Prof. McDonald
and he’ll get you in touch.


https://academy.datawrapper.de/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NWhO6JgNSspYUhKJbnRwpgFWDVRQz5Tis98V6Gtmec0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dQWtE0-uy1MRcKAi8hBELIrd4J3O9H3HsxsFOiS1upw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yHzO2CkKf8r_DxsULBheCMCX7CAaSmmxiTEHkb-ZGno/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yHzO2CkKf8r_DxsULBheCMCX7CAaSmmxiTEHkb-ZGno/edit?usp=sharing
https://posit.cloud/content/9098983
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/projects/2024/hisd-principal-tracker-school-turnover/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WZUQTb40eEZiguOCiH0J9PCanO6UDhu6muRkUTcfwOk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xbbYHK6AbsGQgZ050JvytuW5DG4TGLwErSGKkywU6d8/edit?usp=sharing

Takeaways from the 1/30/2024 meeting

At this meeting we had a hands-on experience where students used restaurant
inspection data to find establishments that failed inspection over the past three years,
then built an interactive map to share.

e Tips and instructions for creating the Restaurant Inspection map

Takeaways from the 10/30/2023 meeting

Thanks to everyone who came out for the October meeting of Data Club. It seems like
you enjoyed the Datawrapper demos, are interested in helping with future public
information projects, and REALLY want to learn to code.
e Public information request slides and more detailed lecture notes.
e Datawrapper Academy and application.
o Tips on creating chart
o Presentation on creating maps

Takeaways from the 9/25/2023 meeting

e The Future Press website is a MIG project to experiment with the use of Al tools
in journalism.
o The Future Press Newsletter signup
e Google Sheets Tips & Tricks slideshow from the meeting



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x-wZlxGWme7zg41S39ebIveqE1-60QE2sypKiZ1vR1M/edit#heading=h.c4drwdvkd1ro
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tYyWnYVmdGN56yRRfY2BkQdQJBeYSd6Ql6GNLnkdqrY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rU4VIPyFjVFWn01mhCyG-4fGHIIAaDzobJN1Yc_dA5I/edit?usp=sharing
https://academy.datawrapper.de/
https://www.datawrapper.de/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UZzIfyJwZDPOT0N0b3evoTmMttyJlxYXAE7WBmghLwk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LpvlNJjSZgYYpLDXpTVfRFfUMvjxvztq-Qq_6EPx7jc/edit?usp=sharing
https://thefuturepress.org/
https://thefuturepress.substack.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1g-s0zWTwOl6TywFVQh3R5XMN8ycMB3Ynq8a0Z1EZqmg/edit?usp=sharing
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