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Excerpt no. 1 from:

Rabash, "What to Look For in the Assembly of Friends"
Article 30, 1988

With all the above, we can understand the matter of the assembly of friends. When they gather,
what should they discuss? First, the goal must be clear to everyone—this gathering must yield the
result of love of friends, that each of the friends will be awakened to love the other, which is called
“love of others.” However, this is only a result. To beget this lovely offspring, actions must be taken
to produce the love.

And concerning love, there are two forms: 1) Natural love, for which one does not have to exert. He
should only be careful not to spoil nature. 2) One that comes by one doing good things to another.
There is nature in that, too, since one who gives a present to another causes him to love him.
Hence, when a group of people gathers and wishes to work together on love of friends, they must
all help one another as much as they can.

And there are many discernments about that, since not everyone is the same, meaning that what
one needs, the other does not. However, there is one thing in which all are equal: Each and every
one of the friends needs high spirits. That is, when the friends are not in a good mood, they are not
all the same in their needs. Rather, each has his own reason for being unhappy.



Therefore, each one must contemplate how he can bring about a good mood to the other. Thus,
they should be careful and avoid discussing things that can bring sadness to the society, for by that
one causes the others to feel bad. And then, after he goes home, he will ask himself, “What have |
gained by going to the society? To know that | am in a state of lowliness and that | should regret it?
It is as though | went to the society so they would bring me into a state of sadness. In that case, it
was a waste of time. It would probably be better if | did not go to them.” Then he probably says,
“The next time | have to go to the society, I'll make up excuses to avoid them.”

It therefore follows that each one should try to bring into the society a spirit of life and hopefulness,
and infuse energy into the society. Thus, each of the friends will be able to tell himself, “Now | am
starting a clean slate in the work.” In other words, before he came to the society, he was
disappointed with the progress in the work of the Creator, but now the society has filled him with life
and hopefulness.

Thus, through society he obtained the confidence and strength to overcome because now he feels
that he can achieve wholeness. And all his thoughts—that he was facing a high mountain that could
not be conquered, and that these were truly formidable obstructions—now he feels that they are
nothing. And he received it all from the power of the society because each and every one tried to
instill a spirit of encouragement and the presence of a new atmosphere in the society.

But what can one do when he feels that he is in a state of sadness—both in terms of the corporeal
state and the spiritual state—and the time when he must go to the society has come? And yet, our
sages said, “A worry in a man’s heart? Let him speak of it with others.” In other words, he should tell
his friends, and perhaps they can offer some help.

But if this is so, why do we say that everyone should bring high spirits into the society when one has
none? Moreover, there is a rule that “one cannot give that which one does not have.” Thus, what
should he do to give something to the society that will give high spirits to the society?

Indeed, there is no other way but for man to walk on the right line. Thus, before he goes to the love
of friends, he should read Baal HaSulam’s essay (Shamati, No. 40) where he clarifies what is the
right line, that this is the meaning of above reason. And he should draw strength from there so that
when he comes to the society, each and every one will more or less be able to infuse a spirit of life,
and by that, the whole of society will feel joy and strength, and confidence.

During the assembly, it is forbidden to evoke the left line. Only when one is alone is he permitted to
use the left line, but not more than half an hour a day. But the essence of man’s work is to go
specifically by the right line, as is written (Shamati, No. 40). But two people together must not speak
of the left, for only thus can they receive assistance from the society.

But the worst is when a person comes to the society and sees that the whole of society is in a state
of decline, so how can he be strengthened by them? At that time, he must judge everyone to the
side of merit.

Now we can understand what we asked about the proximity of “Buy yourself a friend” and “Judge
every person to the side of merit.” With the above written, we can understand that when one wishes
to acquire something from the society, he should judge everyone to the side of merit. Then he can
acquire from the friends so they will help him in the work, since he has someone from whom to
receive. But when he sees that he is far above the whole of society, from whom will he receive? Our
sages came and said about this, “Judge every person to the side of merit.”

It follows that the main reason why a person needs to buy a friend and work in love of others is that
thus he can be rewarded with the love of the Creator. But the friends should primarily speak
together about the greatness of the Creator, because according to the greatness of the Creator that



one assumes, to that extent he naturally annuls himself before the Creator. It is as we see in nature
that the small one annuls before the great one, and this has nothing to do with spirituality. Rather,
this conduct applies even among secular people.

In other words, the Creator made nature this way. Thus, the friends’ discussions of the greatness of
the Creator awaken a desire and yearning to annul before the Creator because he begins to feel
longing and desire to bond with the Creator. And we should also remember that to the extent that
the friends can appreciate the importance and greatness of the Creator, we should still go above
reason, meaning that the Creator is higher than any greatness of the Creator that one can imagine.
We should say that we believe above reason that He leads the world in a benevolent guidance, and
if one believes that the Creator wants only man’s best, it makes a person love the Creator until he is
rewarded with “And you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.” And
this is what a person must receive from the friends.

And in the matter of obtaining greatness, it should be obtained specifically through the society. It is
as it is written in the book Matan Torah (The Giving of the Torah, p 141), where he speaks
concerning the teacher and the student. It is the same with regard to the greatness of the Creator.
He writes, “Obtaining the greatness depends entirely on the environment, and a single person
cannot do a thing about it whatsoever. Yet, there are two conditions to obtaining the greatness: 1)
Always listen and assume appreciation of the environment to the extent that they exaggerate. 2)
The environment should be great, as it is written, ‘In the multitude of people is the king's glory.’

“To receive the first condition, each student must feel that he is the smallest among all the friends. In
that state, one can receive the appreciation of the greatness from everyone, since the great cannot
receive from a smaller one, much less be impressed by his words. Rather, only the small is
impressed by the appreciation of the great.

“And for the second condition, each student must extol the virtues of each friend and cherish him as
though he were the greatest in the generation. Then the environment will affect him as a sufficiently
great environment, since quality is more important than quantity.”

Pa6aw. Ctatbsa 30 (1988) ““ero TpeboBaTb OT cOOpaHusa ToBapuen”

OTpbIBOK U3 cTaTbM (Ha uBpUTe CTP.748)

Cnenyet NOHATb CyTb COOpaHMsa TOBapuLIEN: O YeM credyet roBopuTb, Korga OHM cobuparoTcs.
Mpexae Bcero, BCeM AOMKHa ObiTb SICHA Lenb, YTO pe3ynbraToM cobpaHusa aormkHa 6biTb NoboBb
ToBapuwen. Koroa kaxabii M3 ToBapullien npobyxgaerca niobuTb Apyroro, 3710 Ha3bliBAETCA
noboBblo Kk GnivkHemy. TakoBa uenb. Ho 4Tobbl pogunca aToT mMunbin pebeHok, Heobxogmumo
BbINOMHUTL AENCTBUE, KOTOPOE BbI3OBET M060Bb. A B NOHATUM NO6BU €CTb 2 YPOBHSA:

A. EctectBeHHasa noboBb, pagn KOTOPOW YenoBeK He AOrKeH npunaratb ycunui. OH OOormKeH
ocTeperaTtbCsi, YTOObl HE MCMOPTUTL NPUPOAY.

6. JlloboBb, Npuxogsdwas 3a cYeT TOro, YTO OAMH AocTaBnser [o0po apyromy. OTO ToxXe
€CTEeCTBEHHO, NMOCKOSMbKY TOT, KTO AAeT NogapoK APYroMy, Bbi3biBaeT TEM caMbiM ntoboBb K cebe.
Moatomy Korga cobupaeTcsa rpynna nogen, Kotopble XOTAT BMecTe paboTatb Hag NnoboBbio K
TOoBapuLLaM, Kaxabli AOSMKEH HACKOSNbKO BO3MOXHO MOMOraTb Apyromy.

M B 3TOM e€CTb MHOro rpagawmm, nocKosibKy HUKTO He MOXO0X Ha gpyroro. NoTpebHOoCTb 0gHOro He
aBnseTca notpebHocTblo Apyroro. HoO B 0OAHOM BOMpoce BCe paBHbl: KaXXOOMYy W3 TOBapuULLEN
Heobxoammo xopowee HacTpoeHue. OgHako, ecnu y ToOBapuLen HeT XOpOLLero HaCTPOeHus, 3T



He 03Ha4aerT, YTO Y HUX OgUHAKOBas NOTPEOHOCTb, BEAb Y KaXA0ro CBOS NpuUYMHa, U3-3a KOTOPOW y
Hero HeT pagocTMu.

[MoaToMy Ha Kagoro BO3MOXEHO nogymaTtb, YEM OH MOXET CO3[aTb XOpoLUee HACTPOeHue Apyry.
N nostomy Heobxoammo ocTeperatbCs, YTOObl HE BECTU peyn, KOTOpble onevanat rpynny, Bedb
STMM MO €ero BUHe Kaxabln YyBCTBYET cebsa nnoxo. M Torga no gopore 4OMOW OH cnpalumBaeT cebs,
YTO BblMrpan oT npebbiBaHNA B rpynne, YToObl 3HaTb, YTO MOE HbIHELLHEE COCTOSIHWE HU3KOoE, U S
AormkeH 06 atom coxanetb. [Nony4aeTtca, 6yaTo s BCTpevancs ¢ rpynnoun, YTobbl OHM BBENW MEHS B
nedyanb. Ecnu Tak, To xanb BpemeHn. HaBepHska 6bino Obl nyywe coBcem Tyda He xoauTb. U,
KOHEYHO >Xe, OH rOBOPUT, YTO B CredyloLwmin pas, ecrnv MHe NpuaeTca naTtu B rpynny, 9 npuseay um
AokasaTenbCcTBa, YTOObl 1 MOT YBUIbHYTb OT HUX.

N3 aToro crnegyet, YTO Kaxabl JOSMKEH CTapaTbCA BHECTU B rpynny NpUNOLHATOE HacTpOeHME U
Hagexay, Npuaatb SHEpPruo rpynne, 4tobbl KaAbld ee 4YneH Mor ckasatb cebe, 4To cenvac
Ha4yMHaeT HOBYIO CTpaHuuy B paboTe. To ecTb, 4TO A0 npuxoda B rpynny oH 6bin pasovyapoBaH
CBOMM MNPOABWXEHNEM B OyXOBHOM pabote. A cenyac TOBapuly Aanv emMy AyX >XMU3HW, NOSHbIN
Hagexabl, YTO AOCTUrHET C MX MOMOLLBIO YBEPEHHOCTb U Cumbl NpeogoneHus. Beab cenyac oH
YyBCTBYET, YTO MOXET LOCTUYb COBEpLUEHCTBA. M BCe, YTO BbINO BaXXHO, YTO CTOSANO NPOTMB HEro
Kak OrpoOMHasi ropa, U OH gymars, Y4To He CnocobeH ee NOKOPWUTb, U 3TO AENCTBUTENBHO CUSbHbIE
noMexu, cemyac OH AyMaeT, YTO 3TO MPOCTO HoMb. I BCe momy4mn OT Curbl rpynnbl, NOTOMY YTO
KaXkabl nocTaparncsa NnpuBHECTU AyX ogobpeHus n cBexyto atMocdepy B rpynny.

Ho 4yto yenosek MOXeT caenatb B TO BpeMs, Korga 4YyBCTBYET Mevasib, Kak OTHOCUTESNbHO
MaTepuanbHOro, Tak M OTHOCUTENbHO AYXOBHOrO COCTOSHUSA, a Hago wuatu B rpynny? U ewe
ckasanu mygpeubl: «3aboTa B cepaue 4denoBeka roBoput Apyrum». To eCTb FOBOPWUT CBOUM
TOBapuLaMm, MOXET OHM MOryT Momoudb. Ecnn Tak, TO Kak ke Mbl FOBOPUM, YTO KaXabl LOSMKEH
co3gaTb B rpynne Xxopollee HacTpoeHue, Korga y Hero ero HeT? Ho ecTb npasuno: «Henb3s gatb
TO, Yero y 1ebsa HeT». YTo xe emy genartb, 4Tobbl AaTh YTO-HMOYAb TOBapwuLiaMm, YTO NOAHUMET
HacTpoeHue B rpynne?

N HeT agpyroro coBeTa, Kak HeEOBXOOMMOCTb crnefoBaTb NPaBoOW NUHUKW. TO €CTb Npexae Yem OH
naet K nobemn Mexay ToBapullammn, OOMKEH NpodecTb cTaTbio baanb Cynama, rge oH ob6bsacHseT,
4YTO NpaBas MHUA O3HAYaEeT «Bblle 3HaHUAY». OTTyga OH MOMy4YUT cuny, YTobLI, Npuas B rpynny,
BOOXHYTb B Kaxdoro, Gonblue unm MeHblue, OyX Xu3Hu. M OT 3Toro BCe TOBapuLiM nonyyaTb
pagocCTb, NOAAEPXKKY N YBEPEHHOCTb.

N Henb3a npobyxaaTb BO BpemMsi cObpaHus TOBapuLLEN NEBYH NUHUIO. TONMbKO Korga YenoBek
HaxoanTcsa HaeguHe ¢ cobor, OH MOXeT paboTaTb C NEBON NUHUEN, HO He BonblLUe YeM nonyaca B
AeHb. OcHoBHasa paboTa 4enoBeka 3aknyaeTcss MMEHHO B TOM, 4YTOObI NpoaBuratbCa B NpaBon
nHun. A OBa YenoBeka mexay cobor He [OmKHbl OBCyXAaTb NEBYH JIMHUIO, TOMbKO TakuM
06pa3om OHKU Nofy4aT NOMOLb OT rPynnbI.

OpHako xyxe Bcero, korga 4enoBek NpUXoauT B rpynny v BUOMT, YTO BCSA rpynna Haxoautca B
COCTOSIHUM NafeHus, Kak e OH MOXEeT MOoSyYynTb OT HUX Cunbl? B Takom criyyae OH OOSKeH
onpaegbiBaTbh BceX. M oTctoga Mbl NOMMEM OTBET Ha BOMPOC, B YEM CBSA3b MEXAY YKa3aHWeM «Kynu
cebe gpyra» n TpeboBaHvem onpaBagaTtb ToBapuwa. Ecnn yenoBek xo4yeTr npuobpecTn YTo-TO OT
rpynnbl, OH AOMKEH oOnpaBAbiBaTb TOBapuULIEW, B TaKOM Cryd4ae OH CMOXeT npuobpectn y
ToBapuLen nomowb B pabote, NOCKOMbKY €CTb eMy OT KOro nonyYnTb. ECnv ke oH cuuTaer, yTo
CTOMT Ha ronoBy Bbllle BCEWN rpynnbl, OT KOO e OH Toraa nony4ynt? M 06 aTom Myapeubl ckasanu:
«Tbl 4OMKEH onpaBAaTb KaXaoro Yenosekay. BbIXoauT, YTO rmaBHOE, YTO HYXXHO YernoBeky, YTobbl



Kynutb cebe gpyra — pabortatb B nobBM K GnvKHEMY, MOCKOMbKy 6Gnarogaps 3TOMy CMOXET
yAOCTOUTbCS N0OBM K TBOPLLYY.

OpHako ToBapuvLM B OCHOBHOM [OSDKHbI FOBOPUTL Mexay cobon o Benuuun Teopua. MNMotomy 4To
cornacHo Mepe Benuuus TBopua, KOTOpoe 4enoBek npeacTtaBnsieT cebe, B 3TON e mepe OH
€CTEeCTBEHHO OTMeHsieT cebsa nepea Teopuom. Mbl BUAUM B npupoge, YTO ManeHbKNMin OTMEeHSAET
ceba nepeg 6onblMM, 3TO He OTHOCUTCA K [OYXOBHOMY, W KacaeTcsa Takke W nogen
HepenurmosHblx. JTO O3HayaeT, 4yTo TBopey caenan 3To B npupoge. [lonyyaetcsa, 4Tto Korga
TOBapuLLM FOBOPAT O BenuuuMu TBopua, Y HUX NpobyxaaeTcs enaHwe oTMeHuTb cebs nepen
TBOPLOM, NOCKOMbKY OHW HaYMHAKT OLWyLaTb CTPEMIIEHNE U CUMBbHOE XernaHue COegUHUTLCH C
TBopuoM.

N cnegyeT NOMHUTb, YTO HACcKOMbKO TOBApPULLM MOTYT OLEHUTb BaXXHOCTb M Benvune TBopua, OHU
BCerga AOSMKHbl MOTU Bepou Bblle 3HaHWA. To ecTb TBOpel Bbille, YeM YernoBek MoxeT cebe
NpeacTaBuTb B CBOEM pasyMe U Hago cKasaTb, YTO Mbl AOMKHbI BEPUTbL BEPON Bhille pasyma, YTo
OH ynpaBnsieT MMPOM C MOMOLLbIO 06poro ynpasneHus. Ecnn yenosek BepuTt, 4To TBOpeL, xxenaet
noasm Tonbko aobpa, oH HaynHaeT nobutb TBOpua MOKa He AOCTUraeT COCTOSIHUSA «BO3robu
TBopua cBoero Bcem cepauem un gywomn». M aTo yenoBek JOMMKEH NONyYmuTb OT CBOUX TOBapULLEN.
[MocTnxkeHne BenNMYUA BO3MOXHO WMMEHHO C MNOMOLWbBK rpynnbl. M 4TO HanucaHo B KHure
«[dapoBaHue Topbi» (cTp. 141), roe roBoputca 06 OTHOLLEHUAX yYeHUKa U paBa (yuuTens), TO xe
camoe SBNSETCH rMaBHbIM B OTHOWEHUW Benuuma TBopua. M TakoBbl ero cnosa: «MOCTUXKEHWE
BENNYMSA 3aBUCUT MOSTHOCTBIO OT OKPY>XEHWUs. VI ogHOMY 4YenoBeKky HEBO3MOXHO 34ecCb YTO-nnbo
caenatb. OgHako ABa yCroBus OOSMKHbI COBnoaaTbCa NPy NOCTMXEHUU BENNYMNS:

. BCeraa BbICMyLUMBATb M NPUHUMAaTh OLEHKY 0bLLIEeCTBa B MEPE MX CTapaHUs B 3TOM,;
. OKpY>KEHMe OOMKHO ObITb GONMbLUNM, Kak ckasaHo: «B MHorouncneHHocTn Hapoaa — Benuumne
Lapsi».

W anga toro 4tobbl NPUHATE NEpBOE yCroBue, 06593aH Kaxabli Y4EHUK OLLyLaTh cebs HaMMeHbLLIUM
N3 BCex ToBapuLLen. Torga CMOXET OH MOSyYUTb CTEMEHb BENMUYMS OTO BCEX, MOCKOSbKY HE MOXET
OonbLWMK NONYYMTb OT MEHbLUEro W, TeM Gonee, NMPOHUKHYTLCA €ro pedYamu, HO NULb Manbin
BOCMPMHMMAET OLEHKY 6ONbLLOrO.

CornacHo e BTOPOMY YCMOBUIO, KaXXabl y4eHUK 06513aH NPEBO3HOCUTbL JOCTOMHCTBA TOBapuULLEN
M nounmtatb WX, Kak OyATO OHM BenuMyanwune IaM MNokKoneHusi. Torgaa okpyXenue 6Gyaet
BO3EeNCTBOBATb Ha Hero Takmm obpas3oM, Kak ecnu Obl OHO OblI0 AENCTBUTENBHO OGOoNbLUNM,
MOCKOJIbKY Ka4eCTBO Ba)KHEE, HEXENN KONMYECTBOY.



