
The tea industry offers a wide variety of career options, ranging from cultivation to processing, 

marketing, and tea education. Pursuing a course in tea can open doors to several paths depending on 

your interests, whether in tea farming, tea tasting, or even running a tea business. Here are some 

career options and institutions that offer specialized courses in the field of tea: 

Career Options in the Tea Industry: 

1.​ Tea Taster/Tea Sommelier: These professionals specialize in evaluating the taste, aroma, and 

quality of tea. They are critical in setting quality standards and guiding the selection of teas 

for different markets. 

2.​ Tea Estate Manager: A manager responsible for the day-to-day operations of a tea 

plantation, including cultivation, harvesting, and processing. 

3.​ Tea Processing Expert: Focuses on the various stages of tea production, such as withering, 

rolling, oxidation, and drying. 

4.​ Tea Marketing Specialist: Involves understanding the tea market, branding, advertising, and 

sales to international and local markets. 

5.​ Tea Blending Expert: Creates blends of different types of teas, catering to specific customer 

preferences or brand needs. 

6.​ Tea Researcher: Works in the area of agricultural science, improving tea cultivation practices, 

pest management, and crop yield. 

7.​ Tea Tourism Operator: Organizes tea tours and experiences, educating the public about tea 

production and history. 

8.​ Tea Entrepreneur: Running your own tea brand or café, specializing in tea products, or even 

opening tea lounges. 

9.​ Consultant in Tea Industry: Offering expert advice on various aspects of the tea business, 

from production to retail strategies. 

Institutions Offering Tea Courses: 

1.​ Sri Lanka’s Sri Lanka Tea Board (SLTB): Offers various training programs for tea tasters, 

producers, and others working in the tea industry. 

2.​ The Tea Research Association (TRA), India: Provides specialized training and courses in tea 

cultivation and production. 

3.​ Darjeeling Tea Institute (DTI), India: Offers courses focusing on tea cultivation, tea tasting, 

and tea management. 

4.​ The Institute of Tea (IIT), Assam, India: This institute offers professional education in tea 

science, including both short-term and long-term courses. 

5.​ The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) Tea Courses: These 

courses are for international students and professionals looking to specialize in the tea 

industry. 

6.​ The University of California, Davis – The Tea Institute: Offers online courses on the science 

of tea, including tasting, brewing, and health benefits. 



7.​ Tea Academy, UK: Provides certifications and training in tea tasting, blending, and 

tea-related hospitality services. 

These institutions and courses can help you gain a deep understanding of the tea industry, and 

provide you with the necessary skills to enter a specific career path within the field. Whether you’re 

interested in the science behind tea production, becoming a master taster, or learning to run your 

own business, there are plenty of options to explore. 

 


