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1. The Simpsons 
This week’s lesson takes a look at the much loved animated sitcom The Simpsons, 
which first appeared on TV in the United States on 17th December 1989.   
 
Level 
Upper Intermediate and above (equivalent to CEF level B2 and above)  
 
How to use the lesson 
1. Ask students what they know about The Simpsons, then ask them to explain why 
they like or dislike the programme. Why do they think it is so popular? Which are 
their favourite characters?  
 
2. Divide students into pairs and give each student a copy of Worksheet A, then give 
them five to ten minutes to read the text, encouraging them to look up new 
vocabulary.  
 
3. Hand out Worksheet B and give the pairs of students another five to ten minutes to 
match the 15 definitions to the words or expressions in the text on Worksheet A.  
  
4. Check answers in open class. 
 
5. Keeping the students in their pairs, ask them to try the exercise on Worksheet C, in 
which they have to read some statements and decide whether or not they have been 
written in correct English. (The only errors the statements might contain are 
grammatical or lexical.) In the first column, after the statement, they should write Y 
for Yes if they think the English is entirely satisfactory, or N for No if they think the 
statement contains one or more mistakes. In the second column they have to write the 
number of points they are willing to ‘bet’ on their answer (10 points if they are forced 
to guess, going up to 50 if they are very confident). As the sentences include 
vocabulary from the first part of the exercise, try to ensure that students attempt it 
without referring back to Worksheet A.   
 
6. After the pairs have given their answers, it’s time to score. Each pair calls out their 
answer and how many points they have bet. If they have answered correctly, students 
enter their points in the final column (points won). If they have answered incorrectly 
they should enter their points in the third column (points lost). In each of the cases 
where a statement contains a mistake, ask one of the students who answered correctly 
to explain why the statement is incorrect, and what the necessary corrections would 
be. At the end, students subtract the total of the third column from the total of the 
fourth column to give the total number of points they have won. The pair with the 
most points wins. 
 
7. For a light-hearted additional exercise, hand out Worksheet D and ask the students 
if they can complete the classic quotations from Homer Simpson.  You could make 
the exercise easier by revealing other missing letters in addition to those already 
provided. 

This page has been downloaded from www.insideout.net. 
It is photocopiable, but all copies must be complete pages. Copyright © Macmillan Publishers Limited 2007.​  
 

http://www.insideout.net


Inside Out 
 
 

Answers 

Part A 
1. eye-catching 
2. underachiever 
3. cartoonist 
4. countless 
5. dummy 

6. tolerant 
7. inhabit 
8. clumsy 
9. fresh 
10. quit 

11. power station 
12. toddler 
13. principal 
14. sinister 
15. imaginary 

 
Part B 
1. Yes 
2. No. Maggie Simpson is still a todeller toddler. 
3. Yes 
4. Yes 
5. Yes 
6. No. ‘D’oh!’ has become a famous catch-word catchphrase. 
7. Yes  
8. No. The original creator of The Simpsons is the writer and cartoonist Matt 
Groening. 
9. Yes 
10. No. ‘Since last year I saw have seen countless episodes of The Simpsons.’ 
11. No. In the United States The Simpsons is still attracting an average of more than 
nine million views viewers per episode. 
12. No. The show pokes the fun to fun at a lot of different subjects. 
13. No. Bart Simpson doesn’t do make very much effort at school. 
14. Yes 
15. No The Simpsons contains clever referrals references to social and political 
issues.   
 
Part C 
1. Eat them   2. care, understand   3. millionaires, useful, love   4. home, kids    
5. Where’s the   6. hard, worth   7. old, stuff   8. English, needs   9. best, failed    
10. impressed 
 
2. Related Websites 
Send your students to these websites, or just take a look yourself. 
 
http://www.snpp.com/ 
The Simpsons Archive, containing an enormous amount of information, much of 
which is appropriate for upper intermediate level.  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6252856.stm 
A BBC article (June 2007) asking ‘Is The Simpsons Still Subversive?’ Appropriate for 
upper intermediate level 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cult/simpsons/intro.shtml 
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Also from the BBC website, a text on The Simpsons and its creator Matt Groening. 
The piece was written in 2001 but is still relevant. Appropriate for upper intermediate 
level. 
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