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Present Simple Tense (Part 1) - Theory 

VERB TO BE: ser, estar, tener (edad) 

Verb CAN: poder 

This verb should be always followed by another main verb in a sentence and it is used for all subject 
pronouns. 

●​ Grammar box 

Affirmative structure 
 
I am 
You are 
He/She/it is 
We/You/They are 
 
 
I/you/she/he/it/we/you/they CAN + verb + … 
For example: I can cook dinner. 

Negative structure 
 
I am not (I’m not) 
You ______ (You aren’t) 
He/She/It ________ (He/She/It isn’t) 
We/You/They _________ (We/You/They aren’t) 
 
I/you/she/he/it/we/you/they CAN’T + verb + … 
For example: I can’t cook dinner. 

Interrogative structure (Questions) 
 
Am I a student? 
Is he/she/it…? 
Are we/you/they…? 
 
 
CAN + I/you/she/he/it/we/you/they + Verb+ …? 
For example: Can you cook dinner? 

Short answers 
 
Yes, I am/No, I am not 
Yes, he/she/it is/No, he/she/it isn’t 
Yes, we/you/they are/No, we/you/they aren’t 
 
Yes, I/you/she/he/it/we/you/they CAN 
No, I/you/she/he/it/we/you/they CAN’T 
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