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College Planning: How to Get Started 
 

STEP 1: GET STARTED 
Assess your strengths, weaknesses, goals, passions, learning style, and social skills.  What is most 
important to you in the college-search process?  What do you hope to learn from the process? 

 
STEP 2: MAKE SOME BASIC DECISIONS 

●​ Where do you want to live? 
●​ Will you go to college full time? Part time? 
●​ Do you want to attend a single-sex school, a technical college, a public or private college, a large 

university, a small liberal arts college, or a religiously affiliated college? 
●​ How important is the cultural/ideological diversity of the student body? 

 
STEP 3: ENLIST HELP 
Who do you want to assist you in this process (family, teachers, siblings, relatives, friends)? 

 
STEP 4: CONSULT REFERENCES AND WEBSITES 
Look at college directories and use college searches.  Visit the websites of the colleges that interest you. 

 
STEP 5: TALK 
Discuss your goals and plans with your family, teachers, and school counselor.  They can provide helpful 
advice. 

 
STEP 6: MEET WITH COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES 
Visit with college representatives when they come to your high school.  Make a list of your important 
questions to ask the representatives.  Also meet college personnel at area college fairs. 

 
STEP 7: VISIT CAMPUSES 
Try to go to the college campus and take a tour, meet with admission and financial aid representatives, 
and ask students what they think about the college.  Can’t make the trip? Many colleges provide virtual 
tours on their websites. 

 



College Planning: 11th Grade 
Junior year marks a turning point.  This is because for most students and families, it’s when 
college planning activities kick into high gear.  Here are some things you can do this year to 
stay on track for college. 

 
FALL 

●​ Start with you: Make lists of your abilities, social/cultural preferences, and personal 
qualities.  List things you may want to study and do in college. 

●​ Learn about colleges.  Look at their websites and find colleges.  Talk to friends, family 
members, teachers, and recent grads of your school now in college.  List the college 
features that interest you. 

●​ Resource check: Visit the counseling office and meet the counselors there.  Is there a 
college night for students and families?  When will college representatives visit your 
school?  Examine catalogs and guides. 

●​ Make a file to manage your college search, testing, and application data.   
●​ Estimate your financial aid need.  Financial aid can help you afford college.   

 
WINTER 

●​ Prepare to take the ACT. 
●​ Begin a search for financial aid sources.   
●​ With your family, make an appointment with your counselor to discuss ways to 

improve your college-preparation and selection processes. 
 

SPRING 
●​ Contact your counselor before leaving school for the summer if you are considering 

military academies or ROTC scholarships.  If you want a four-year ROTC scholarship, 
you should begin the application process the summer before your senior year. 

●​ Develop a list of 15 to 20 colleges that are of interest to you.  You can find many 
colleges at which you’ll be happy and get a great education.  The college search is about 
exploring who you are and what you want and then finding colleges that will meet your 
goals. 

●​ Stay open to all the possibilities–don’t limit your search.  To find the best college for 
you, you should apply to colleges of varying selectivity.  Selective colleges admit a 
portion of students who apply.  Make sure to apply to public, private, in-state, and 
out-of-state schools so that you have plenty of options from which to choose. 

●​ Take the ACT.   



●​ Start to gather documents for financial aid: Be sure to keep a copy of your tax returns 
handy.  You’ll use these to complete the FAFSA. 

 
SUMMER 

●​ Register with the NCAA eligibility center if you are an athlete planning to continue 
playing a sport in college. (eligibilitycenter.org) 

●​ Get your FSA ID: Before you can fill out your FAFSA, you are your guardian need to get 
a username and password 

●​ Find a full-time or part-time job, or participate in a summer camp or summer college 
program. 

●​ Visit colleges.  When planning your campus visits, make sure to allow time to explore 
each college.  While you’re there, talk to as many people as possible.   

●​ Create a resume–a record of your academic accomplishments, extracurricular 
activities, and work experiences since you started high school. 

●​ Download applications.  Go to the website of each college’s admission office and either 
complete the application online or request a paper application from colleges to which 
you’ll apply. 

●​ Visit some local colleges–large, small, public, and private.  A visit to a college campus 
can help you decide if that college is good for you.   

 

http://eligibilitycenter.org


College Planning: 12th Grade 
Want to know if you’re on track in the college application process?  This checklist shows you 
what you should be doing, and when. 

 
FALL 

●​ Narrow your list of colleges to between 5 and 10.  Meet with a counselor about your 
college choices and, if you’ve not done so, download college applications and financial 
aid forms.  Plan to visit as many of these colleges as possible. 

●​ Create a master list or calendar that includes: 
○​ Tests you’ll take and their fees, dates, and registration deadlines 
○​ College application due dates 
○​ Required financial aid forms and their deadlines 
○​ Other materials you’ll need like recommendations and transcripts 

●​ Ask a counselor to help you request a fee waiver if you can’t afford application or test 
fees. 

●​ Be sure to have your ACT scores sent to the colleges to which you are applying. 
●​ Complete the FAFSA. 
●​ Prepare early decision/early action or rolling admission applications as soon as 

possible.   
●​ Ask a counselor or teacher for recommendations if you need them.  Give each teacher 

or counselor an outline of your academic record and your extracurricular activities. 
●​ Write first drafts and ask teachers and others to read them if you’re submitting essays. 
●​ Complete at least one college application by Thanksgiving. 
●​ Ask counselors to send transcripts to colleges.   

 
WINTER 

●​ Keep photocopies as you finish and send your applications and essays. 
●​ Have your high school send a transcript–it is sent separately to colleges if you apply 

online. 
 

SPRING 
●​ Keep active in school.  If you are waitlisted, the college will want to know what you 

have accomplished between the time you applied and the time you learned of its 
decision. 



●​ Visit your final college before accepting.  You should receive acceptance letters and 
financial aid offers by mid-April.  Notify your counselor of your choice.  If you have 
questions about housing offers, talk to your counselor or call the college. 

●​ Inform every college of your acceptance or rejection of the offer of admission and/or 
financial aid by May 1.  Colleges cannot require your deposit or your commitment to 
attend before May 1.   

●​ Send your deposit to one college only. 
●​ Take any AP Exams. 
●​ Waitlisted by a college? If you intend to enroll if you are accepted, tell the admission 

director your intent and ask how to strengthen your application.   
●​ Work with a counselor to resolve any admission or financial aid problems. 
●​ Ask your high school to send a final transcript to your college. 
●​ Review your financial aid awards: Not all financial aid awards are the same, so it’s 

important to choose the aid package that’s best for you and your family.  Be sure to note 
what you have to do to continue receiving financial aid from year to year, and how your 
aid might change in future years. 





 



Finding the Perfect College 
Most students want to find the “perfect” college.  The truth is, there’s no such thing.  You can find many colleges 
where you can be happy and get a great education.  The college search is about exploring who you are and what you 
want and then finding colleges that will meet your goals. 
 

 
 

Before searching, consider these  
              8 Factors 

Here are the steps you can take to find colleges where 
you will thrive. 

*Size 
*Available 
Majors & 
Classes 
*Distance from 
home 
*Housing 
Options 

*Location 
*Available 
extracurricular 
activities 
*Makeup of the 
student body 
*Campus 
Atmosphere 

KEEP AN OPEN MIND 

TALK TO PEOPLE WHO KNOW YOU 

Questions to Consider: 
Which of these aspects are 
things you feel must have to be 
comfortable at college? 
 
On which factors are you 
flexible? 
 
What do you want to accomplish 
in college? 
 
Do you want to train for a 
specific job or get a 
wide-ranging education? 
 
If you have a major in mind, do 
the college you are considering 
specialize in that major? 

DON’T LIMIT YOUR SEARCH 

DO YOUR HOMEWORK 

Once you have a list of schools, it’s time to do some 
research.  Jot down your questions and get answers by: 

●​ Talking to your school counselor or teachers 
●​ Checking out colleges’ student blogs 
●​ Contacting college admission officials 
●​ Asking admission officials to recommend current 

students or recent graduates with whom you can 
have conversations 

●​ Visiting college campuses or viewing virtual college 
tours 

 
 



College Application Tips 
Here are some tips to keep in mind as you start your college application process. 
 

STAY COOL 
College applications can be stressful to 
complete, but this is also an exciting time.  
Work with your counselor, your family, and 
others to get through it all. 
 

PLAN AHEAD 
Review each part of the applications before you 
get to work.  Some applications will require 
some basic information and others will have 
unique requests. 
 

GET ORGANIZED 
Keep track of the materials and many parts for 
each application.  Make a folder for each 
application to keep all materials together.  Tell 
your counselor or other appropriate school 
personnel which materials your school needs to 
send to the college. 
 

BE ACCURATE 
Ensure that you put together an organized and 
accurate application.  Review for grammar and 
typos.  Make sure your name is the same on all 
elements of your application.  Double-check 
that all documents you’re submitting are 
correct. 
 

SUBMIT AND SAVE 
Print and save the completed application before 
you send it and keep a copy for your files.  And 
remember: only submit it once–either online or 
via mail. 
 

USE A FEE WAIVER 
If you used a fee waiver for the SAT or ACT, you 
are automatically eligible for application fee 
waivers to over 2,000 colleges. 
 
 

ASK FOR HELP 
Ask your counselor, teachers, or family to 
review your application, essays, and other 
materials before you submit them.  Request a 
letter of recommendation at least two weeks 
before your deadline and provide supporting 
material to help them write the best one. 
 

SET A SCHEDULE 
All for time to get your requirements together, 
get input from your counselor or other adults, 
review them as a whole, and revise as needed.  
Keep a close eye on the application deadline, 
along with other deadlines. 
 

BE CAREFUL NOT TO: 
●​ Procrastinate!  There is a lot to do, especially if you have several applications to complete and essays to write.  You may 

not do the application justice if you leave it until the last minute. 
●​ Type your essay directly into the application.  Draft it separately, and then upload the final proofread version. 
●​ Send a photocopy of your own test score report unless requested to do so.  Ask the testing organization to send your 

official test scores directly to the colleges. 
●​ Take on the application process alone.  Your school counselor is your best resource in the college application process.  

Teachers and family can also help provide advice and support. 
 



The College Essay 
The college essay is your chance to use your voice to add to your college application.  Many colleges 
require the essay as a way to hear from the student directly and get a sense of who you are in your own 
words.  It’s a great opportunity to personalize your application beyond the grades, scores, and other 
information you’ve provided and can make a difference at decision time. 

8 KEY POINTS THAT 
ADMISSION OFFICERS 
LOOK FOR: 

WHAT THE ESSAY CAN DO FOR YOUR 
APPLICATION: 

●​ Demonstrate your writing ability, a key 
component of success in college. 

●​ Show that you have thought carefully about 
where you are applying and why you are a 
good match for the college. 

●​ Explain your commitment to learning and 
that you are willing and able to be a 
contributing member to the college 
community. 

●​ Draw distinctions between you and other 
applicants, something that selective colleges 
especially rely on. 

An essay will rarely take an applicant out of 
consideration at a college, but it certainly can elevate 
an applicant. 
 
MAKE IT PERSONAL: 

●​ Often you will be asked to write about a 
personal experience, an achievement, or a 
person who has been significant to you.  Go 
beyond the what or the who and dig into the 
how and the why. 

●​ If you write about a trip or event, describe 
how this experience affected you and is 
meaningful to you. 

●​ If you are writing about a person in your life, 
be personal and specific, not just sentimental.  
Explain how or what this person  did for you 
that is important to you. 

●​ A command of the basics of good 
writing 

●​ A direct answer to the essay 
question 

●​ A strong opening paragraph that 
captures the reader’s interest 

●​ A comprehensive argument or 
narrative–make your point and 
stick to it 

●​ A style that is comfortable for you 
and that is appropriate for the 
subject matter 

●​ Correct grammar, punctuation, 
and spelling 

●​ Correct data–check your facts, 
dates, and names 

●​ Succinctness–pay attention to the 
recommended length 

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND 
●​ Revise, revise, revise.  Take the time to reread and revise.  This process will help you develop a 

strong opening and a solid direction, and refine what you are trying to express. 
●​ Show, don’t tell.  Give readers such convincing evidence that they will come to the conclusion 

that you want.  Provide detailed examples instead of providing a list of things. 
●​ Be authentic.  Don’t stress trying to write what you think they are looking for – just showcase 

who you are! 
●​ Just get started!  Writing something meaningful can be a long process, so get started right away 

to allow for time to draft and revise.  Be sure to write your essay long before the deadline. 











 



GET THE MOST OUT OF A 
CAMPUS VISIT IN 6 STEPS 

Questions to Ask During Your Visit: 

1  DECIDE WHERE AND HOW 
*See if your school arranges group trips to 
college or if you get a group of friends 
together and visit the campus.  A family trip 
is another option and allows you to involve 
your family in the process. 

ASK TOUR GUIDES/STUDENTS 
●​ What are the best reasons to go to this 

college? 
●​ What’s it like to go from high school to 

college? 
●​ What do you do in your free time? On 

weekends? 
●​ What do you love about this college? 
●​ What do you wish you could change about this 

college? 
●​ Why did you choose this college? 
●​ What is it like to live here? 
●​ What does the college do to promote student 

involvement in campus groups, 
extracurricular activities, or volunteerism? 

 
ASK PROFESSORS 

●​ What are the best reasons to go to this 
college? 

●​ Can a student be mentored by professors, 
graduate students, or upperclassmen? 

●​ How are professors rated by the college? 
●​ How does the college help students have 

access to professors outside class? 
●​ How many students do research or other 

kinds of projects for a semester or more? 
 
ASK FINANCIAL AID OFFICE 

●​ How much has your total college cost for each 
student risen in the past year? 

●​ How much do your students usually owe in 
loans when they graduate? 

●​ What is the average income of graduates who 
have the same major that interests me? 

●​ Will my costs go up when your tuition goes 
up, or can we use the same tuition rate I 
started with so I’ll know costs for four years?  
What should I expect in terms of increases in 
living expenses? 

●​ How many students usually graduate in the 
major that interests me?  How long do these 
students usually take to get their degrees?  In 
what ways does the college help students 
graduate in four years? 

2  PREPARE FOR YOUR VISIT 
*Before you set out, get a map of the college 
campus and pick out places of interest.  Call 
the college’s admission office to schedule a 
guided tour of the campus. 

3  TAKE YOUR OWN TOUR 
*Just wandering around the campus on your 
own with friends can be the best way to get a 
feel for what a college is like. 

4  EXPLORE THE FACILITIES 
*Finding the spots on campus where 
students gather or asking a student where 
the best place to eat is can give you a feel for 
the character of the college.  Visit the library 
and check out the gym or theater.  Ask an 
admission officer if  you can tour a dorm and 
a classroom. 

5  MAKE CONNECTIONS 
*Talk to current students.  Ask the students 
at the next table or sitting nearby what they 
like best about the college. 

6  TAKE NOTES 
*During your visit, make notes about your 
experience.  What did you see that excited 
you? Are there aspects of the college that you 
don’t like?  If so, what are they? 

 



20 Questions to Ask College 
Representatives 
Whether you meet them at a college fair or on a campus visit, college representatives genuinely 
enjoy talking to high school students and answering questions about their college.  The 
following questions will help start a good dialogue. 

 
1.​ What makes your college unique? 
2.​ For what academic programs is your college known? 
3.​ How would you describe the students at your college?  Where are most of them from? 
4.​ Where do students hang out on campus? 
5.​ What happens on weekends–are there things to do on campus or in town, or do most 

students go home? 
6.​ Are fraternities and sororities a big part of campus life? 
7.​ What are the housing options for freshmen? 
8.​ Do many students live off campus? 
9.​ Is there a sports complex or fitness center? 
10.​ What are the most popular clubs and activities? 
11.​ What’s the security like on campus? 
12.​ What is the surrounding area like? Is it easy to get around? 
13.​ What are the most popular majors? 
14.​ How would you describe the academic pressure and workload? 
15.​ What support services are available? 
16.​ Do I need to bring my own computer? 
17.​ What are the faculty like?  Are they accessible outside of class? 
18.​ Are there opportunities for internships? 
19.​ Is there job placement help for graduates? 
20.​Are there any big changes in the works that I should know about? 

 
 



NCAA Eligibility Center 
The NCAA Eligibility Center is responsible for certifying the academic and amateur status of all 
Division I and II incoming student-athletes.  College-bound student-athletes can create an 
account with the Eligibility Center by visiting eligibilitycenter.org.  We recommend that 
students register during their sophomore year of high school to ensure they have adequate 
time to confirm they are on track for meeting initial eligibility requirements. 
 
Academic requirements for each college-bound student-athlete are based on the student’s 
core-course grade point average and their coursework. 

 
WHAT IS A CORE COURSE? 
Core courses are those that are academic in nature, taught at or above your high school’s 
regular academic level, receive credit toward high school graduation, and are four-year college 
preparatory courses.  To be used in an academic certification, the courses need to be listed on 
the student’s transcript with their grades and credits.  Core courses must be in one of the 
following academic areas: 
*English​ *Math (Algebra 1 or higher)​ *Natural/physical science​ *Social Science 
*Foreign language​ *Comparative religion or philosophy 

 
DIVISION I ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

●​ Graduate from high school 
●​ Complete 16 core courses in the following areas: 

○​ English - 4 years 
○​ Math (Algebra 1 or higher) - 3 years 
○​ Natural/physical science (one year of lab if offered) - 2 years 
○​ Additional English, math, or natural/physical science - 1 year 
○​ Social science - 2 years 
○​ Additional courses (in any of the above subject areas) - 4 years 

●​ Complete 10 of 16 core courses prior to the start of the seventh semester 
●​ Complete the 16 NCAA-approved core courses in 8 academic semesters 

 
DIVISION II ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

●​ Complete 16 core courses in the following areas: 
○​ English - 3 years 
○​ Math (Algebra 1 or higher) - 2 years 
○​ Natural/physical science (one year of lab if offered) - 2 years 

http://eligibilitycenter.org


○​ Social science - 2 years 
○​ Additional English, math, or natural/physical science - 3 years 
○​ Additional courses - 4 years 

●​ Graduate from high school 
 

COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENT-ATHLETES TIMELINE 
 
Grade 9: PLAN 

●​ Start planning now! Take challenging courses and earn the best grades you can. 
●​ Ask your counselor for a list of your high school’s NCAA core courses to make sure you 

take the required courses. 
 
Grade 10: REGISTER 

●​ Register for a Certification Account or Profile Page with the NCAA Eligibility Center. 
●​ If you fall behind on courses, don’t take shortcuts to catch up.  Ask your counselor for 

help with finding approved courses or programs you can take. 
 
Grade 11: STUDY 

●​ Check with your counselor to make sure you are on track to graduate on time. 
●​ At the end of the year, ask your counselor to upload your official transcript. 

 
Grade 12: GRADUATE 

●​ Request your final amateurism certification after April 1. 
●​ After you graduate, ask your counselor to upload your final official transcript with 

proof of graduation. 
 

 



Considerations for Students with 
Disabilities 
It’s not just about testing accommodations!  Preparing for college transition encompasses 
many issues, such as college readiness, admission, and fit.  Needs and concerns differ 
depending upon age, setting, and demands, as well as how the accommodation is provided.  
Remember that issues may differ in high school, in testing, and in college settings. 

 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 

●​ Different settings require specific considerations 
○​ Some items on the 504/IEP may not be appropriate for college 
○​ Some additional accommodations may be needed 

●​ Accommodations on IEP/504 don’t necessarily carry over to college. 
●​ Students must request accommodations for college. 
●​ It’s not only academics.  Considerations include dorms, cafeteria, and access. 
●​ Students need to advocate for themselves, as they are no adults.  Families need to 

remove themselves from the process. 
●​ Different legal requirements. 

○​ High School: FAPE - the responsibility is on the school 
○​ College: Reasonable accommodations 

 
BEFORE THE SENIOR YEAR 

●​ Make sure documentation is current and complete. 
●​ Help the student and family understand the meaning of the accommodation. 
●​ Request appropriate accommodations for standardized tests. 
●​ Foster students advocating for themselves, including understanding their needs and 

limitations. 
 

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR SSD STUDENTS WHEN APPLYING 
●​ Students must be mindful of researching colleges that would meet their needs, 

including accommodations, services, or special programs. 
●​ Students should research what services are offered, contact the disability office early, 

and plan to meet with the disability office personnel. 
●​ Students will need to decide how/when to address the issue of their disability with the 

college. 
●​ Students must think of the functional impact of their disability in various settings: 



○​ Housing 
○​ Meals 
○​ Counseling 
○​ Tutoring 

 
SUPPORTING STUDENTS DURING THE ADMISSION PROCESS 

●​ Help students to understand the impact of their disability in new situations, and to 
determine which accommodations are needed as their skills develop. 

●​ Assist students with researching various school settings. 
●​ Discuss and compare your student’s expectations for support and what the college may 

expect of the student. 
●​ Assist with generating a list of possible questions that students can ask the disability 

personnel of the university/college. 
●​ Discuss how the students will address their disability in applications and interviews, 

and how they will respond to questions. 
 



FAFSA and Scholarships 
Paying for college is an overwhelming part of the process.  Let’s take a deeper look into how to 
get the most out of your education. Remember that filling out FAFSA is a graduation 
requirement.  Here are 8 easy steps to filling out the FAFSA. 

 
Step 1: Create a StudentAid.gov account (FSA ID). 

●​ Every contributor—anyone (you, your spouse, a biological or adoptive parent, or your 
parent's spouse) who's required to provide information on the FAFSA form—needs a 
StudentAid.gov account before accessing and completing their section of the online 
form. We strongly recommend you and your contributor(s) create StudentAid.gov 
accounts before starting your FAFSA form.  

Step 2: Start the FAFSA at StudentAid.gov. 

●​ Remember that you are doing your FAFSA for the upcoming school year (i.e. if it is 2025, 
you are doing it for the 26-27 school year).  Make sure to pick the correct year. 

●​ FAFSA typically opens on October 1st of the year before you would attend college. 

Step 3: Fill out the student demographic section. 

●​ This is information such as your name, date of birth, etc. If you have completed the 
FAFSA form in the past or if you log into the FAFSA form with your FSA ID, a lot of your 
personal information will be prepopulated to save you time. Make sure you enter your 
personal information exactly as it appears on your Social Security card. (That is right, 
no nicknames.) 

●​ Contributors: Remember that the FAFSA form is the student’s application, not yours. 
When the FAFSA form says “you” or “your,” it is referring to the student. Pay attention 
to whether you are being asked for student or parent/spouse information. 

Step 4: List the schools to which you want your FAFSA information sent. 

Step 5: Answer the dependency status questions. 

●​ The FAFSA form asks a series of questions that determine whether you are a dependent 
or  independent student for purposes of applying for federal student aid. If you are a  
dependent student, you must report parent information, as well as your own 
information, on your application.  

●​ The dependency guidelines are set by Congress and are different from those used by 
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Even if you live on your own, support yourself, and 

http://studentaid.gov
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
http://studentaid.gov


file taxes on your own, you may still be considered a dependent student for federal 
student aid purposes. If you are determined to be a dependent student, you will be 
required to report information about your parent(s). If you are determined to be an 
independent student, you will not have to provide parent information and you can skip 
the next step. 

Step 6: Fill out the parent demographic section. 

Step 7: Supply your financial information. 

●​ Your contributor’s federal tax information will be transferred from the IRS into your 
FAFSA form. 

●​ All contributors must provide consent and approval for the U.S. Department of 
Education to 

●​ disclose their personally identifiable information provided on the FAFSA form to 
the IRS to match their information with their tax information; 

●​  obtain their federal tax information from the IRS and include with the FAFSA 
form; 

●​ use their federal tax information to determine your Student Aid Index and Pell 
Grant eligibility 

●​ share their federal tax information with colleges, career/trade schools, and state 
higher education agencies for use in awarding and administering financial aid; 
and 

●​ reuse their federal tax information on another FAFSA applicant's form (e.g., if a 
parent has multiple dependent students or for a parent's own FAFSA form as an 
aid applicant). 

IMPORTANT: If a required contributor doesn't provide consent and approval to have their 
federal tax information transferred into the FAFSA form, you (the student) will not be eligible 
for federal student aid—even if the contributor manually enters tax information into the FAFSA 
form. 

Step 8: Sign and submit your FAFSA form. 

●​ After you complete your required section of the FAFSA form online, you’ll acknowledge 
the terms and conditions of the form and electronically sign your section. You can then 
submit your section of the FAFSA form. However, your FAFSA form won’t be considered 
complete until all required contributors provide their information on the FAFSA form, 
give their consent and approval to transfer federal tax information into the form, and 
provide their signatures. 



●​ After you and your parent (and/or any other required contributor) sign and submit the 
FAFSA form, the form will be considered complete and will be submitted for 
processing. 

●​ If you submit the FAFSA form, you’ll see a confirmation page that displays your 
completion date, data release number, and next steps. You’ll also see your estimated 
Student Aid Index (a number used by college and career/trade schools to determine 
your eligibility for federal student aid), estimated Federal Pell Grant eligibility, and 
information about other federal student aid for which you may be eligible. This 
confirmation page is emailed automatically to you for your records. 

 

Local Scholarship Opportunities 
Listed below are the local scholarships offered to seniors for the 2025-2026 school year. Once 

they are available the links will become active.  They usually become available towards the end 
of January.  Watch for future announcements. 

Clyde Aeschliman Memorial Scholarship (Deer Creek American Legion) - sponsored by Deer 
Creek American Legion Post #1276.  One $1,000 scholarship will be given to the senior based 
on his/her desire to continue education, ability to succeed, and the 'best judged' answer to the 
question "What is your philosophy concerning the responsibilities of youth to the future of 
America?".  The decision of the committee, composed of members of the Education and 
Scholarship Committee, will be final. 

Deer Creek-Mackinaw Education Foundation Scholarship - sponsored by DCMEF.  Two $1,000 
scholarships, one male and one female, who are enrolled as freshman in an accredited two 
year or four year college/university. 

Deer Creek Sons of the American Legion Scholarship (Deer Creek American Legion) - two 
$500 scholarships. 

Deer Creek Legion Auxiliary #1276 Scholarship - two $500 scholarship given to a senior female 
that is a descendant of a veteran. 

Gladys Garst Memorial Scholarship (Deer Creek-Mackinaw Education Association) - one 
$1,000 scholarship will be awarded on the basis of scholarship, extracurricular activities, civic 
and church activities, and educational goals. 

Hammer Memorial Scholarship - one $500 scholarship will be awarded on the basis of need, 
scholarship, citizenship, and leadership. 

High School Teacher's Scholarship - one $500 scholarship will be awarded on the basis of 
school leadership, academic achievement, need and essay answer. 



Hunkler-Stagen Teaching Scholarship - one $3,000 scholarship will be awarded to a senior 
pursuing a degree in the teaching field. 

Mack-Ca-Fest Scholarship - one $1,500 scholarship will be awarded to a senior with the best 
essay. 

Mackinaw American Legion Scholarship - one $500 will be awarded on the basis of having a 
2.0 GPA or higher and has demonstrated exceptional hard work, exhibited a desire to continue 
his/her education, and has exhibited financial need. 

Morton Masonic Lodge Scholarship(for DeeMack Students) - one $500 is awarded to a senior 
that is in the top 15 of the class with high moral value. 

Mackinaw Police Department Scholarship - up to $1,000 scholarship awarded to a senior who 
meet the qualifications outlined in the form. 

Mark A. Wiegand Memorial Agricultural Scholarship - one $500 scholarship awarded to a 
senior pursuing a degree in Ag Engineering, Ag Business, Crop Science, Ag Career Training, Ag 
Technical Training, Ag Mechanics, Animal Science, or Horticulture. 

National Honor Society Scholarship - one $500 scholarship awarded to the senior in National 
Honor Society who can best answer the essay questions on the application. 

The Good to be a Chief Scholarship - two $250 scholarships awarded to a boy and a girl in the 
senior class who can answer with the best essay. 

Summer Stahl Scholarship 
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