
College Application Supplement Writing ​
 

Some tips when working on the supplements… 
 

1.​ Plan to spend as much time on the supplement questions as you did the essay  
2.​ Find out what the question is truly asking. Some questions may seem odd, but figure out 

what the institution may be trying to find out about you through the question  
3.​ Take a risk or go somewhere unexpected. The admissions staff reads thousands of 

supplement responses. Be the one that stands out.  
 
Some common supplement questions… 

1.​ Please tell us why____________________is a good fit for you and what specifically has 
led you to apply for admission. 

2.​ How will you explore your intellectual and academic interests at 
the___________________________? 

3.​ What was your greatest learning experience over the past 4 years that took place 
outside of the traditional classroom? 

 
Brainstorming Prompts…. 

1.​ What is this question getting at? 
2.​ What is my first reaction to this question? How can I elaborate on that thought?  
3.​ What specific examples from my life can I include in my response? 
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