
C2E2 - Ask a (Comics) Librarian! Friday April 11, 2025  
@libcomix #libcomix #C2E2  
 
PPT of Panel: PPT & Timeline of Comics Librarianship (NOTE: this is NOT a 
comprehensive timeline but rather a timeline of some highlights of comics librarianship 
and GNCRT)   
 
TITLE: Ask A (Comics) Librarian! 
DESCRIPTION: Did you know that comics librarianship is over 50 years old? Or that 
libraries have championed graphic novels as 'real reading' for just as long? Hear from 
real life library workers what comics librarianship looks like in their professional practice 
and how comics librarianship can help bolster graphic novel sales and growth, and what 
comics - for kids, for teens, and for adults - librarians are reading and recommending. 
Panel sponsored by ALA GNCRT  
 
Panelists (alphabetical by last name):  

●​ LaZerrick Kennard (he/him) Librarian IV, Chicago Public Library, 
lkennard@chipublib.org 

●​ Jason Larsen (he/him) Comics Studies Librarian, Michigan State University, 
larsenja@msu.edu 

●​ Mariela Martinez Siegert (she/her) School Librarian, Downers Grove North High 
School, marris116@gmail.com, Bluesky: @msiegert 

●​ Kyle Watson (he/him) Librarian, Chicago Public Library (Sulzer Regional 
Library),  kwatson@chipublib.org 

●​ Moderator: Natalie DeJonghe (she/her) American Library Association (ALA) 
Graphic Novels & Comics Round Table (GNCRT) - past Chair of Convention 
Planning / Organizing Team Member; Manager of Adult Services, Westmont 
Public Library; nataliedejonghe@gmail.com, IG/Bluesky: inkylibrarian 
 
 

Resources & Links shared by panelists  
(1)​PPT of Comics Librarianship Timeline (NOTE: this is NOT a comprehensive 

timeline but rather a timeline of some highlights of comics librarianship)   
(2)​Who is a comics librarian / comics collection you would like to shout out and for 

the audience to know more about? 
○​ LaZerrick -  

(i)​ Casually Comics 
(ii)​ Comics Explained 
(iii)​ Tony Weaver Jr. 
(iv)​ Fantastic Frankey 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1M6EvJ-LmPYtptOf3WhhsEXN81ypo0y_jdagBfHDVK8I/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:marris116@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/198ldBAwbrF22wKQAy1hnnf1IR_faQ6Q7/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/@CasuallyComics
https://www.youtube.com/@comics_explained
https://www.tonyweaverjr.com/
https://www.instagram.com/fantasticfrankey/?hl=en


(v)​ Variant 
○​ Jason -   

(i)​ University of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign 
(ii)​ San Diego State University 

○​ Mariela -  
(i)​ No Flying No Tights 
(ii)​ The Graphic Library 

○​ Kyle -  
(i)​ Hoopla 
(ii)​ Chicago Public Library 

○​ Natalie -  
(i)​ Carol Tilley (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign) 
(ii)​ Moni Barrette (Creators Assemble/GNCRT) 
(iii)​ Sullivan Collection at DePaul University 
(iv)​ The work of the Will Eisner Family Foundation (especially Nancy 

and Carol Gropper) to promote and support the growth of comics 
librarianship and comics collections at libraries through the GNCRT 
Eisner Grants  

 
 

(3)​What comics are you currently reading? What are some new titles would you 
recommend?  

○​ LaZerrick -  
(i)​ DC’s Absolute Universe, especially Absolute Batman 
(ii)​ Ice Cream Man 
(iii)​ Weirdo 

○​ Jason -   
(i)​ The Moon is Following Us 
(ii)​ You Never Heard of Me 
(iii)​ The Exorcism at 1600 Pen  
(iv)​ Big Jim and the White Boy 

○​ Mariela -  
(i)​ Saint Catherine: The Road to Hell is Paved with Good Intentions 
(ii)​ Huda F Wants to Know 
(iii)​ Snow Angel 
(iv)​ Something is Killing the Children 

○​ Kyle -   
(i)​ Local Man 
(ii)​ The Silver Surfer Omnibus 

https://www.youtube.com/@variant
https://comicscolloquium.web.illinois.edu/wp/about/
https://comics.sdsu.edu/
https://noflyingnotights.com/
https://www.graphiclibrary.org/
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/list/display/199702383/200061294
https://ischool.illinois.edu/people/carol-tilley
https://www.creatorsassemble.org/our-team
https://news.library.depaul.press/full-text/2023/01/30/introducing-the-sullivan-graphic-novel-collection/
https://www.ala.org/gncrt/eisner
https://www.ala.org/gncrt/eisner
https://imagecomics.com/comics/series/ice-cream-man
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250772862/weirdo/
https://imagecomics.com/comics/series/the-moon-is-following-us
https://www.darkhorse.com/Comics/3013-971/You-Never-Heard-of-Me-1
https://prhcomics.com/book/?isbn=82771403341000111
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/621145/big-jim-and-the-white-boy-by-david-f-walker-and-marcus-kwame-anderson/
https://annacmeyer.com/books
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/745532/huda-f-wants-to-know-a-graphic-novel-by-huda-fahmy/
https://www.simonandschuster.biz/series/Snow-Angel
https://www.boom-studios.com/series/something-is-killing-the-children/
https://imagecomics.com/comics/series/local-man
https://www.marvel.com/comics/collection/98903/silver_surfer_by_slott_allred_omnibus_trade_paperback


(iii)​ Supergods: What Masked Vigilantes, Miraculous Mutants, and a 
Sun God from Smallville Can Teach Us about Being Human by 
Grant Morrison 

○​ Natalie  
(i)​ The Night Eaters by Marjorie Liu 
(ii)​ Batman: Wayne Family Adventures by CRC Payne 
(iii)​ Third Shift Society 
(iv)​ Moon Knight 

 
Further Resources  

-​ GNCRT Addressing Comics Challenges Toolkit   
-​ GNCRT Best Practices for Cataloging Comics and Graphic Novels Using RDA and 

MARC21 (Sept 2022)  
-​ GNCRT Best Graphic Novels Reading Lists 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/201094/supergods-by-grant-morrison/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/201094/supergods-by-grant-morrison/
http://marjoriemliu.com/comics/the-night-eaters-1/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/736766/batman-wayne-family-adventures-volume-one-by-crc-payne/9781779523273
https://www.webtoons.com/en/supernatural/third-shift-society/list?title_no=1703
https://www.marvel.com/comics/collection/115608/moon_knight_by_jed_mackay_omnibus_greg_capullo_cover_hardcover
https://www.ala.org/gncrt/preparing-and-addressing-challenges-comics-library-committee
https://alair.ala.org/items/29950131-67c0-444e-8f8f-50bf4defeebf
https://alair.ala.org/items/29950131-67c0-444e-8f8f-50bf4defeebf
https://www.ala.org/gncrt/awards/best-graphic-novels-reading-lists

