
  
 

HouseMe Legal’s 5-Step Buying Process On Making your First Offer 

B.U.Y.  I.T. 
This Process was Rated 5⭐ by 250+ First Home Buyers  

Check out their feedback here                                                      

 

HouseMe Legal 

 

 

Client 

 

Mortgage Adviser 

Step / Name What happens? Want to 
know more? 

Who is involved? Done? 
✓ 

https://www.google.com/search?q=HouseMe+Legal+Limited&oq=house&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggBEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg8MgYIARBFGDsyBggCEEUYOTIGCAMQRRg7MgYIBBBFGDsyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGDwyBggIEEUYQdIBCDIwNzdqMGo5qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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B is for … 

Book a call 

 

Step 1: Book a Zoom Call to Map Out Your Journey 

HouseMe Legal offers a free 15-minute, no-obligation call. On this 
call, we will discuss and map out the following details: 

●​ building a deposit 
●​ getting pre-approval 
●​ how you will own the property 
●​ relationship property 
●​ using Kiwisaver  
●​ compliance e.g. IRD, AML, and residency requirements 
●​ your personalised fixed fee for agreed services 
●​ Buying Checklist 
●​ Free DIY Due Diligence Checklist 
●​ Asking the Professionals Due Diligence Checklist 
●​ Understanding HouseMe Legal’s transparent pricing model 

Following this call, we will be able to give you a fixed fee for the 
purchase of [insert address]. 

Book a call 
here. 

 

​  

Please note, legal fees do not start at Step 1. 
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U is for … 

Understand 
the money 

Step 2: Meet with your Mortgage Adviser 

Schedule a meeting with a mortgage adviser to get pre-approval to 
buy. At this meeting, the mortgage adviser will cover topics such as: 

●​ interest rates 
●​ qualifying for a loan  
●​ loan amount 
●​ deposit amount 
●​ loan structure 
●​ loan to value ratios 
●​ assessing the serviceability of your loan  
●​ generic pre-approval and live approval 

Note it may take a few weeks to get pre-approval. Normally, your 
lender will write a generic approval that will be valid for 90 days. 

Contact our 
trust 
mortgage 
advisers here.  

 

​  

Please note, legal fees do not start at Step 2. 
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Y is for … 

You / DIY 

 

Step 3: DIY Due Diligence for Free - Do It Yourself 

Start doing your own due diligence including 

●​ Going to open homes 
●​ Researching the property/area e.g. talking to neighbours, 

friends, etc. 
●​ Understanding the local community e.g. schools, public 

transport, and local amenities. 
●​ Receiving approval to withdraw your Kiwisaver 

Download 
HouseMe 
Legal's Free 
DIY Checklist.  

​  

Please note, legal fees do not start at Step 3.  

https://calendly.com/housemelegal/15-minute-introduction-with-angus
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1iJ9lXXqe_GwKipO0jXjsu6zwzrwtDCLwVZchinu95uA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1wtlwKljNgo2-DYLJ7bQLpyBTFhd2md9xwJeCRBju7Es/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n6ETpWlHnJKctPvNlbT4vqLzGyCWgoWN7Mle0U9i8V8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14sL5yzdr3K1DIjlxFoo2b_bQRTr3igHXRttEieARGmU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1wkc2cru7MO6TOsmuG7GIfMwkbQvD1GPcg0BtL_7KRS8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1halPfMR2LykNasr64ubh75iWiglnPXrE/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D6qAdwrxtuQGRWP1TjkbkLfQFfa7A9QEhNkSAGbaA7U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1H1KmTXMtrpzqA0-jX8Bkdeu67xlO3SbrQQJNuKYVmbE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1TR9gpHEdFMFHEGFce18sZ7Pc6J9ZKih1bF905QHp_tQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1l-BekueEO3xHF1LTkzupoCQRdRbV_YFV/edit#gid=978001472
https://calendly.com/housemelegal/15-minute-introduction-with-angus
https://calendly.com/housemelegal/15-minute-introduction-with-angus
https://www.housemelegal.co.nz/getting-pre-approval-finance
https://www.housemelegal.co.nz/getting-pre-approval-finance
https://www.housemelegal.co.nz/getting-pre-approval-finance
https://www.housemelegal.co.nz/getting-pre-approval-finance
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1ACRDbADqYOrOXozQDSmf8vm1NIYt64TGmrtZiib_fig/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H1KmTXMtrpzqA0-jX8Bkdeu67xlO3SbrQQJNuKYVmbE/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H1KmTXMtrpzqA0-jX8Bkdeu67xlO3SbrQQJNuKYVmbE/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H1KmTXMtrpzqA0-jX8Bkdeu67xlO3SbrQQJNuKYVmbE/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H1KmTXMtrpzqA0-jX8Bkdeu67xlO3SbrQQJNuKYVmbE/export?format=pdf


4 

I is for… 

Involve the 
pros 

Step 4: Due Diligence - Paid Help - Ask the Pros 

Tasks you may need help with that will cost you money are: 

●​ Reviewing the record of title 
●​ Reviewing the sale and purchase agreement 
●​ Building inspection 
●​ Ordering and Reviewing the LIM 
●​ Ordering and Reviewing Property File 
●​ Ordering a Valuation 

Click here to review our spreadsheet of approx due diligence costs.  

How to get yourself ready to make an offer on a property or bid for a 
property at auction 

Download our 
Working With 
the 
Professionals 
Checklist. 

 

​  

Please note, legal fees start at Step 4. 
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T is for … 

Timing 

Step 5A. Make a conditional 
offer. 

Pick an option. Either use a wide 
due diligence clause or pick 
specific condition(s).  

Step 5B. Make an 
unconditional offer 
 
How to submit an 
unconditional offer. 

Building 
Inspector 
Checklist 

 

​  

 

Due Diligence 
Condition 

Finance 
Condition 

Building Report 
Condition 

LIM Report 
Condition 

How to get yourself ready to make an offer on a property. 

Please note, if you are unsuccessful with your offer, we will cap our legal fee at $600 plus GST and expenses.  

Settlement Your offer will either be: 

Accepted - Countdown until Settlement begins. 

Counter Offer from the Seller - Prepare for negotiating.  

Rejected - Return to Step 3. 

 

 

 

 

Can I share with you what is like working with HouseMe 
Legal? 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/11kCuWxbBc4Tr7Jn-yyaew_VHmH78QVb-fP5V287-L0s/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1XGCc-tSdjUd1O7qpjzaVFZUcZ4m7ofDiMc_moyxMShU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1XGCc-tSdjUd1O7qpjzaVFZUcZ4m7ofDiMc_moyxMShU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TR9gpHEdFMFHEGFce18sZ7Pc6J9ZKih1bF905QHp_tQ/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TR9gpHEdFMFHEGFce18sZ7Pc6J9ZKih1bF905QHp_tQ/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TR9gpHEdFMFHEGFce18sZ7Pc6J9ZKih1bF905QHp_tQ/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TR9gpHEdFMFHEGFce18sZ7Pc6J9ZKih1bF905QHp_tQ/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TR9gpHEdFMFHEGFce18sZ7Pc6J9ZKih1bF905QHp_tQ/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LLcyulKIAyEC1_A0NmNsDaW6-W8F1O11DrvNADeVYFI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LLcyulKIAyEC1_A0NmNsDaW6-W8F1O11DrvNADeVYFI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i1h8fFp9zf8-sOJAAoHRDznDvafAl7ewzvhsy63OpWo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i1h8fFp9zf8-sOJAAoHRDznDvafAl7ewzvhsy63OpWo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i1h8fFp9zf8-sOJAAoHRDznDvafAl7ewzvhsy63OpWo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LOcyNm57R2vf_H9g1PgqdCrjJncGW7IUfD_5ycGZXAA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LOcyNm57R2vf_H9g1PgqdCrjJncGW7IUfD_5ycGZXAA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DoFfd21f1s8a91NEE0rpD5Y6Y0-OpoSGwm9o5t4zBHE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DoFfd21f1s8a91NEE0rpD5Y6Y0-OpoSGwm9o5t4zBHE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BcAyfxAnmDaDsTHUp77vQHQnc3p3SBJUi_fc2mxSK30/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BcAyfxAnmDaDsTHUp77vQHQnc3p3SBJUi_fc2mxSK30/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1437vY0W_HBxiznWKW72eH3a_sMQtHj4pnSX8InS7R5A/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1437vY0W_HBxiznWKW72eH3a_sMQtHj4pnSX8InS7R5A/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XGCc-tSdjUd1O7qpjzaVFZUcZ4m7ofDiMc_moyxMShU/edit


HouseMe Legal’s Guide to Your Three Ps 

1.​ Prep for the Climb 

Getting Ready to Make an Offer 

2.​ Potential Mountains & Progress 

Property is Under Contract and Conditional OR Getting Ready for Auction 

3.​ Peak Summited & Home Ownership 

Confirming your Conditions (Going Unconditional) and Moving into Your Home  

 


