
Knowledge organiser- Youth Subcultures 

​  

 



Knowledge organiser- Youth Subcultures 

 

Culture & identity based explanations for youth deviance 

Social class 
Gangs: 

Decker & van Winkle – the 

pulls and pushes driving 

working class youths into 

gangs 

Harding – the casino of 

crime – the only game in 

town 

 

Also link in:  A.Cohen, 

Cloward & Ohlin, Miller, 

Murray, Lea & Young, 

Cicourel etc. 

 

Anti-school subcultures: 

Willis – learning to labour, 

lads & ear’oles 

Brown – getting in, getting 

on, getting out 

Mac an Ghaill – the ordinary 

lads, the academic achievers 

and the macho lads. 

Lacey – teacher labelling in 

year 7 impacts on attitude 

towards school 

Reay – for w/c youths, 

school is a competition they 

can’t win 

 

 
 
 

Gender 
Gangs: 
Males – apply ideas from A.Cohen, 
Miller etc. 
Harding – qualities of males – 
toughness bravery & strength 
Messerschmidt – pressure on males to 
‘do’ masculinity, link to hegemonic 
masculinity. 
Connell – discussed hegemonic and 
other types of masculinity.  Also 
looked at masculine culture and its 
impact on violence. 
Females – more socially controlled, so 
less likely to form gangs (use 
McRobbie & Garber, Smart, Lees etc 
to show this). 
Klein - studied female gangs in the US 
– just as violent as male gangs. 
Harding – girls may be in mixed gangs, 
taking on the role of ‘fixers’. Sexual 
violence is often used to ‘keep them in 
line’. 
Centre for social justice – girls in gangs 
are often sexually abused and passed 
around as property. 
Bachelor – the idea of ‘girl gangs’ is a 
myth, and a moral panic. 
 
Anti-school subcultures: 
Mac an Ghaill – the Macho lads, value 
the 3Fs.  Hypermasculinity. 
Archer & Yamashita – 
hyperheterosexuality – being 
academic s not seen as masculine. 
Jackson – ladettes – girls who adopt 
‘laddish’ becaviour, which would 
include forming anti-school 
subcultures in school. 
Females are generally seen as 
pro-education even if they form 
anti-school subcultures: 
Blackman – the New Wave Girls were 
anti-school but still smart and cared 
about their grades.  They resisted the 
patriarchal culture of school. 
 

Ethnicity 
Gangs: 
Nightingale – black & hispanic youths in 
Philadelphia.  Wanted the same things as 
everyone else, but racially and socially 
excluded.  Desire to fit in led to formation 
of deviant gangs: the paradox of inclusion. 
Bourgois – black youths in New York, 
richest city in the world yet they were in 
poverty.  Why would they do a minimum 
wage job with the drug dealing industry on 
their doorstep? 
Alexander:  the Art of being Black – media 
stereotypes of black males, they were well 
aware and sometimes lived up to it (but no 
different to any other youths in reality).  
The Asian Gang – Islamophobia in the 
media, created stereotypes and label of 
‘gangs’ for Asian youths. 
Centre for social justice – is it ethnicity or 
class – gangs in Glasgow are white, more of 
a class issue. 
 
Anti-school subcultures: 
Sewell – cultural comfort zones, most black 
students are conformists but the focus is 
always on the rebels. 
Mac an Ghaill – the rastaheads, the 
warriors and the black sisters. 
Mirza – black girls resented racist teacher 
labelling, but still pro-education and 
supported each other. 
Archer – Muslim boys stuck together for 
protection from racist bullying. 
Strand & Wilson – differences between 
ethnic groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media & youth deviance: 

- Moral panic:  an over-exaggerated reaction to a social issue, caused by media coverage. 

- Folk devil: an individual or group who are blamed for a social issue, at the heart of a moral panic. 

- Deviance amplification: the real or perceived increase in deviance, often created by the media.  The term was first 

coined by Wilkins. 

 

Stan Cohen - Folk devils and moral panics – an interactionist study into the media coverage of clashes between the 

mods and the rockers in the early 1960s.  Newspapers used emotive language and exaggerated the violence and 

disruption, whipping up a moral panic about youths.  Cohen created the deviance amplification spiral to show the 

role the media plays in changing public perception of deviance. 

 

Fawbert – moral panic about hoodies in the 2000s 

Brown – moral panic about rave in the 1990s. 

Pearson – moral panic about ’hooligans’ in the 1890s. 

 

Jock Young – in an interactionist study (‘The Drug takers), Young looked at the way media portrayal of hippies as drug 

takers in the late 1960s led to a ‘translation of fantasy’ by the police, bringing these stereotypes with them to any 

interaction.  There was then a ‘negotiation of reality’ and both groups responded to each other.  The hippies started 

to live up to their label of ‘drug takers’, which became a master status, and this created deviance amplification. 

 

 


