
Study Abroad vs Study in India: Free 
Guide and Links 
Thanks for commenting ABROAD. This guide puts the carousel into one place, with the 
official links you need to compare both options honestly. 

How to use this guide 
There is no better option, only the one that fits your goal, your budget and your readiness. 
Read the comparison, check the costs, then use the official links to confirm current rules. 
Fees, deadlines and visa rules change often, so always confirm on the official website before 
you apply or pay anything. This guide is general information, not legal, visa or financial 
advice. 

The comparison at a glance 
 

Study in India Study abroad 

Cost Fees range from very low 
(government institutions) to high 
(some private colleges). Living 
costs are usually lower. 

Tuition, living costs, flights, insurance, 
visa fees and currency swings add up. 
Many students rely on loans. 

Getting 
in 

Mostly entrance exams and cutoffs 
(JEE, NEET, CUET, BITSAT and 
others). 

Grades, essays, recommendations and 
often English tests or SAT/ACT, 
depending on country and course. 
Applications open early. 

How 
you 
learn 

Often structured and 
exam-focused, with a strong 
theory base. 

Often more project-based, with discussion 
and independent study. 

Career Campus placements at top 
colleges, plus a network and a 
market you already understand. 

International exposure and global 
networks. Visa and post-study work rules 
vary by country and change often. 



Life Family and friends nearby, familiar 
system. 

Independence and new cultures, but also 
homesickness, visa stress and living on 
your own. 

Best if You want lower costs, a top Indian 
institute, or to start earning without 
debt. 

You have a clear goal, your funding is 
sorted and you are ready to live 
independently. 

Middle route: Study in India first, then go abroad for your Master's. 

1. Cost: calculate the total, not just tuition 
Add up the full cost of the whole degree: 

●​ Tuition for every year of the course 
●​ Living costs (rent, food, transport) 
●​ Flights home and back 
●​ Health insurance 
●​ Visa and application fees 
●​ Currency changes over the years 

Useful links: 

●​ Numbeo cost of living: Compare rent and everyday prices between cities. 
●​ XE currency converter: Check exchange rates for your destination country. 
●​ Vidya Lakshmi education loan portal: Government portal to apply for education loans 

from multiple banks. 
●​ Buddy4Study: Search scholarships and grants available to Indian students. 

Tip: Check each university's own fees page. It lists tuition and the minimum funds you may 
need to show for a visa. 

2. Getting in: exams and applications 

Study in India 

●​ JEE Main (NTA): Engineering entrance. 
●​ NEET (NTA): Medical entrance. 
●​ CUET (NTA): Central university admissions. 
●​ JoSAA: Seat allocation for IITs, NITs and other institutes. 
●​ BITSAT: BITS Pilani admissions. 
●​ NIRF rankings: Official government ranking of Indian institutions. 
●​ UGC: Check whether a university is recognised. 

https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/
https://www.xe.com
https://www.vidyalakshmi.co.in
https://www.buddy4study.com
https://jeemain.nta.nic.in
https://neet.nta.nic.in
https://cuet.nta.nic.in
https://josaa.nic.in
https://www.bitsadmission.com
https://www.nirfindia.org
https://www.ugc.gov.in


Study abroad 

●​ IELTS, TOEFL and Duolingo English Test: English tests. Check which one your 
university accepts. 

●​ SAT (College Board) and ACT: Tests some US universities ask for. Many now make 
them optional, so check each one. 

●​ Common App: One application for many US universities. 
●​ UCAS: Application system for UK universities. 
●​ QS World University Rankings and Times Higher Education: Use rankings as one 

input, not the only one. 

Start early: Many abroad applications open well before the course starts, so begin research 
12 to 18 months ahead and note every deadline. 

3. Official country websites 
●​ USA: EducationUSA India is the US government's official source on US higher 

education. It offers free advising through centres in Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai 
and Hyderabad. See also EducationUSA and USIEF. 

●​ UK: Study UK by the British Council and the UK student visa page. 
●​ Canada: EduCanada and the Government of Canada study permit information. 
●​ Australia: Study Australia and the Department of Home Affairs. 
●​ Germany: DAAD India. 

4. Work after graduation: rules change often 
Post-study work rules have been changing in several countries. Here is the picture as of 
November 2026, based on recent summaries. Always confirm on the official government 
page before you decide. 

●​ UK Graduate Route: Two years for most bachelor's and master's graduates who 
apply by 31 December 2026, and 18 months from 1 January 2027. PhD graduates 
get three years. 

●​ USA: Standard OPT is 12 months, with a STEM extension for eligible fields. Staying 
longer usually needs an employer to sponsor a work visa. 

●​ Canada: The Post-Graduation Work Permit can last up to three years depending on 
programme length. Language and programme eligibility rules apply, so check that 
your programme qualifies before you commit. 

●​ Australia: Post-study work options have tightened in recent years. Check the current 
visa stream and fees. 

Study in India: Check each institute's placement report, and look at the NIRF data linked 
above. 

5. Scholarships and funding 

https://ielts.org
https://www.ets.org/toefl
https://englishtest.duolingo.com
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org
https://www.act.org
https://www.commonapp.org
https://www.ucas.com
https://www.topuniversities.com
https://www.timeshighereducation.com
https://educationusa.in
https://educationusa.state.gov/india
https://usief.org.in
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.educanada.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada.html
https://www.studyaustralia.gov.au
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au
https://www.daad.in


Many well-known scholarships are for postgraduate study. For undergraduate degrees 
abroad, look first at each university's own aid and scholarship page. 

●​ Chevening (UK): Master's scholarships. 
●​ Commonwealth Scholarships: Mostly postgraduate. 
●​ DAAD scholarships (Germany): Check the programme database for your level of 

study. 
●​ Fulbright-Nehru via USIEF: US exchange programmes for Indian students. 
●​ Inlaks Foundation and JN Tata Endowment: Support for Indian students studying 

abroad. 
●​ Buddy4Study: Search many scholarships in one place. 

6. Avoid scams and unreliable agents 
●​ Start with official websites and free advising services before paying anyone. 
●​ Never pay a fee to "guarantee" admission or a visa. No one can guarantee either. 
●​ Apply directly through the university website or the official application system 

whenever you can. 
●​ If you use an agent, ask for written terms, check their reviews, and confirm the 

university lists them as an authorised partner. 
●​ Only pay the university or visa authority through their official payment pages. 

7. Life outside class: questions to ask yourself 
●​ Can I live on my own, cook, manage money and handle homesickness? 
●​ How will I stay in touch with family, and how will flights home work out? 
●​ Do I have a plan if my funding, visa or accommodation changes? 
●​ Will I do better with a structured system or with more independence? 

8. Which one fits you? 
Choose abroad if: Your goal is clear, your funding is sorted and you are ready to live on 
your own. 

Choose India if: You want lower costs, a top Indian institute, or to start earning without debt. 

Middle route: Study in India first, then go abroad for your Master's. 

9. Simple action plan 
1.​ Write down your goal: the course, the career and the country you are considering. 
2.​ Set a total budget and check what your family can fund and what you would borrow. 
3.​ Shortlist 5 to 8 options, including Indian ones. 
4.​ Note the exams, tests and deadlines for each. 
5.​ Compare the total cost and the post-study work rules on official websites. 
6.​ Talk to students and alumni from your shortlisted courses. 

https://www.chevening.org
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk
https://www.daad.in
https://usief.org.in
https://www.inlaksfoundation.org
https://www.jntataendowment.org
https://www.buddy4study.com


7.​ Prepare your tests, essays and documents early. 
8.​ Apply, then compare your offers and aid packages before you decide. 

Your quick checklist 
●​ I know my goal and my budget 
●​ I compared the total cost of India and abroad 
●​ I checked exams, tests and deadlines 
●​ I checked current visa and work rules on official sites 
●​ I looked at scholarships and loans 
●​ I avoided anyone promising guaranteed admission or visas 
●​ I spoke to current students or alumni 

Follow @careerguide for more career tips. Save this guide and share it with a friend who is 
confused about this choice. 
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