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THREE, GAMEKEEPERS SHOT BY
PUACHERS.

Early on Saturday morning three gamekeepers
pamed James Grosset, John Fortune, and John
M‘Dermoid were shot at by a poacher near Edgelaw
Reserveir on the Rosebery estate.  M‘Dermoid, who
was shot in one of his arms, was able to walk home.
Fortuns was shot in the abdomen, and sustained
gerious injuries. He had to be taken home. Grosset
was shot in the back, but not seriously injured. Two
:;,q have been apprehended in connection with the

air .

Aberdeen Journal, 17 Dec 1883
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SERIOUS POACHING AFFRAY.—A serious afiray
between poachers and gamekeepers occurred on
Lord Rosebery’s estate of Rosebery, near Gore-
bridge, at an early hour on Saturday morning.
One of the estate gamekeopers hearing a shot 1n
a field adjoining his house, proceeded to the
vicinity, aecompanied by two other keepers. A
couple of mmen were discovered poaching, and on
theapproachof the keepers they levelled their guns,
firing twice on being requested to surrender. Each
of the keepers was struck, the shots taking effect
respectively in the side, the arm, and the back.
The poachers made good theirescape. Information
of the ailray reached the county officials in Edin-
burgh in the course of Saturday, and the Chief
Constable, Captain Muoro, and several detectives
left at once for Gorebridge. In the course of their
investigations the detectives discovered that a
miner named William Innes, forty-five years of aze,
residing at Stobhill, had sustained a serious gun-
shot wound in the lower jaw, which, he alleged,
had been caused by his gun discharging accid:nt-
ally. Under the direction of the police he was re-
moved to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, where
he now lies in a precarious coudition. The police
continued their inquiry, and atelegram wasreceived
in Edinburgh to the effect that a miner named
Vickars had been arrested in connection with the
affair.  The gamekeepers are named John M
Dermoid, James Grosset, and John Fortune. For.
tune was injured so seriously that he had to re-
main on the ground until a co.veyance was ob
tained to convey him to his house,
Dumfries and Galloway Standard, 19 Dec 1883
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THR.;E GAMEXKEEPERS SHOT BY POACHERR —
Early on Saturday morning tbree gamekeeper:
named James Grosset, Jobn Fortune, and Johr
M ‘Dermoid were shot at by a poacher near Edgelaw
Reservoir on the Rosebery estate. M‘Dermoid, who
was shot in one of his arms, was able to walk home.
Fortune was shot in the abdomen, and sustained
gecious injuries, to which he suecumbed on Tuesday.
Grosset was shot in the back, but not seriously in.
jured. Two men have been apprehended in connee.
tion with the affair. COne of the prisomers had been

wounded through his gun goving off accidentally in
his own house,

Aberdeen Weekly Journal, 22 Dec 1883
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_ THE POACHING AFFRAY AT
. ROSEBERY.

ﬂ

DEATH OF ANOTHER GAMEEEEPER,

The recent poaching affray on the estate of
Rosebery has now assumed a much more serious
aspect than was at first anticipated. It will be
remembered that on the morning of the 15th
December three gamekeepers named James
Grosset, John Fortune, and John M ‘Diarmid
whils cat en the watch for poachers between

| Grossat’s house, situated near the Rosebery

mansion, and Edgelaw farm heard shots fired,
and went in the direction whence the sounds |
proceeded., There they found two men armed
with guns. The keepers, who had only sticks
with them, confronted the poachers, who
greeted them with cries of ‘‘Stand back™ and
threats of violence, Almost immediately there-
after one of the poachers, speaking to his com-
panion, said, *‘Take that on the left and
i1l do for the one on the right.” A shot was
then fired, which wounded M‘Diarmid on the

 right arm, As Grosset turased to inquire into

the nature of M‘Diarmid’s injury he received a

i shot on the left shoulder, and almost simul.

taneously Fortune was wounded by another
shot, the charge lodging in the lower part of his
abdomen. One of the ruffians then presented
his gun at Grosset, but the piece missed fire,
and the other poacher then shouted ©‘Load

| again quick, and don’t let that —— away.”
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Grosset availing himself of the litile delay thus
afforded, made ;off in search of assistance, and
getting under cover of the wood reached the
farm of Edgelaw. There he found three farm
servants, who returped with him to the field
where the affray had taken place, and from
which the cowardly assailantg had by this time
fled.” On the same forenoon the county police
apprehended 2 miner named William Innes, a
well-known poacher, whom Grosset had recog-
nised as one of the two men who had se murder-
ously assaulted them. IHe was taken from his
house at Stobhill, near Gorebridge, where he
was apprehended, to Edinburgh Royal Infir-
mary, whers it was found that he was suffering
from a gunshot wound in the lower jaw. Next
morning another miner, named Robert Vicars,
was -aporehended and shown to Grosset and
M‘Diarmid, who, it is said, identified him as
another of their assailants. Jn Innes’s house, 2
fowling-piece was found, while a double.
barrelled gun was discovered in Vicars' pos-
session. On Tuesday the 18th Fortune died of
his wounds, and yesterday M‘Diarmid also suc-
cumbed to his injuries, Innes and Vicars were
yesterday afternoon again examined before the
Sheriff at Edinburgh, and committed on a
charge of murder.

Glasgow Herald, 9 Jan 1884

[
mE i




e ° -

~_ THE ROSEBERY POACHING AFFRAY.
e s SENTENCE OF DEATH. . _

At the Hizh Court of Jusiiciary, Edmburgh, yesters
day, Lord Youna on the bench, two miners, named.
Robert -Flockhart Vickers aud -Wiiliam. Innés, . were
charged with murder and assault by the discharge of
firearms. The accused were alleged, ou Saturday, the
| 15th Dsoember last, to have attasked three gamekeepers
in the employmeut of Lord Rosebery, ou the estate of
Rosebery, in the couaty of Edivburgh, Two of ths
keapers, John Fortune u.n_d John McDiarmid, ‘died from
the wounds thay recerved in the affrav. The third keeper,
Jawes (rosset, was shot in the ‘back. Both prisoners
pleaded ** Not guilty.” The prosecution was éonducted
by the Solicitor-General. Evideuce was-given showing
tuat the attack was deliberately mede by the prisoners
| on the approach of the kespers, who only curried sticks.
The prisoners levelled their guus, aud- McDiarmid fell
from a shot- by Vickers, aud Fortuue frowm a shot by
Innes. The keeper Grosset was shot in the back while
stooping over McDiarmid. He was levelled at a second |
t me by Innes, but the gun miseed fire. - As he was }
retreating, he' heard one of the men- tell the other to |-
* Load quick, and give h:m another shot.”’—The medical |
evidenca showed that 52 pellets had entere! Fortune’s |
| bdomen, aund that 38 had entered McDiarmid’s elbow, |’
Fortune’s watch waa battered in with "the pellets, Both
men-were known poachers.~The jucy; ‘after an absencs
of mnearly an hour, returned 'a verdiot of * Guilty ”” §
against ‘both men as libelled, by a majority-;. and Lord
“Youna thereafter passed sentence of “death, advising the
prizoners not to enteifain a ‘hope that the sentence would |
not be carried out. - The execution was fixed to tuke

place on Monday, the 3iet March.
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The Leeds Mercury, 11 Mar 1884




The execution articles are too long to post as jpegs, so here are the links to the clippings, via
Newspapers.com.

Glasgow Herald, 1 Apr 1884;
https://www.newspapers.com/article/glasgow-herald-the-execution-of-the-men/148955207/

Dumfries and Galloway Standard, 2 Apr 1884;
https://www.newspapers.com/article/dumfries-and-galloway-standard-the-execu/148955887/

The Reformer, 4 Apr 1884;

Here is the O-ed piece, from the Dumfries and Galloway Standard, 2 April 1884;
https://www.newspapers.com/article/dumfries-and-galloway-standard-op-on-exe/148957017/


https://www.newspapers.com/article/glasgow-herald-the-execution-of-the-men/148955207/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/dumfries-and-galloway-standard-the-execu/148955887/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-reformer-the-execution-of-the-men-ha/148952235/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/dumfries-and-galloway-standard-op-on-exe/148957017/

