LGBTQ+ Young Readers (Surely Incomplete) List
Spring 2021

Compiled by Ryan Keller, Librarian, Humboldt County Office of Education

Suggestions? Please email me at rkeller@hcoe.org

Sharing children’s literature is one of the most powerful ways to teach young people about the
beautiful and diverse world around them, to help them develop empathy and care for one
another, and to validate their own uniqueness by allowing them to see themselves represented
in both fiction and nonfiction texts. We can create more LGBTQ+ inclusive schools and
libraries by sharing titles that exemplify these qualities as noted in the following lists:

Family diversity and who we love (F)
Gender diversity and expansiveness (G)
Heroes, leaders, and events from history (H)
Address bullying and name-calling (B)

Visual Readers/Picture Books

Book Cover

Title/Author

Description

| am Jazz by Jessica
By Herthel and Jazz
Jennings

(F.G)

From the time she was two years old,
Jazz knew that she had a girl's brain in a
boy's body. She loved pink and dressing
up as a mermaid and didn't feel like
herself in boys' clothing. This confused
her family, until they took her to a doctor
who said that Jazz was transgender and
that she was born that way. Jazz's story
is based on her real-life experience and
she tells it in a simple, clear way that will
be appreciated by picture book readers,
their parents, and teachers.
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Were | Not a Girl
By Dr. James Barry
(G, H)

Like other girls of her time, Margaret
Bulkley didn't go to school. She wouldn't
grow up to own property, be a soldier, a
doctor, or hold any job other than
perhaps maid or governor--such was a
girl's lot in 19th century England. And
was she comfortable born in a girl's
body? We will never know. What we do
know is that at the age of 18, she tugged




off her stockings and dress, cut her
red-gold curls, and vanished. In her place
appeared a young man. Margaret
became James Barry. James would
attend medical school, become a doctor
and a soldier, travel the world. He would
fall in love, deliver babies, and fight in a
duel. And he would live a rich full life.

Here is a picture book that is both a
fascinating and sensitively drawn portrait
of someone who would not be
undervalued, and an important
introduction to the concept of gender
identity.

47,000 Beads
By Angel Adeyoha

| (G)

Peyton loves to dance, and especially at
pow wow, but her Auntie notices that
she's been dancing less and less. When
Peyton shares that she just can't be
comfortable wearing a dress anymore,
Auntie Eyota asks some friends for help
to get Peyton what she needs.

They She He Me
By Maya Christina
Gonzalez

(G)

How do you daily confirm and celebrate
gender fluidity when the 'he’ and 'she’
binary is so prevalent in EVERYTHING,
everywhere, all the time!?

Pronouns serve as a familiar starting
point for kids and grown-ups to expand
ideas about gender and celebrate
personal expression with fun imagery
that provides a place to meet and play.

Our Subway Baby
By Peter Mercurio

(F)

"Some babies are born into their families.
Some are adopted. This is the story of
how one baby found his family in the
New York City subway."

So begins the true story of Kevin and
how he found his Daddy Danny and Papa
Pete. Written in a direct address to his
son, Pete's moving and emotional text
tells how his partner, Danny, found a baby
tucked away in the corner of a subway
station on his way home from work one
day. Pete and Danny ended up adopting
the baby together. Although neither of




them had prepared for the prospect of
parenthood, they are reminded, "Where
there is love, anything is possible."

The Fighting Infantryman:

The Story of Albert D. J.

.. | Cashier, Transgender Civil
| | War Soldier

By Rob Sanders
G,L)

This beautifully written and timely story
shows a transgender soldier's personal
bravery as he faced daring challenges on
the battlefield and privately battled the
restrictions and confines of gender.

*% | The Boy and the Bindi

By Vivek Shraya
(G)

A beautiful children’s picture book that
showcases a young Indian boy'’s
fascination with his mother’s bindi, the
red dot commonly worn by Hindu
women. Rather than chastise her son,
she teaches him about its cultural
significance and doesn't flinch when he
asks for one himself. Wearing it allows
him to joyfully explore and express his
difference.

Uncle Bobby’'s Wedding
By Sarah Brannen

(F)

Bobby and Jamie are getting married, but
Bobby's niece Chloe is worried that she
won't be his favorite person anymore.
Will Uncle Bobby still think she is
special? Sarah Brannen's warm story is
set in an alternative family as Uncle
Bobby marries his boyfriend. Uncle
Bobby's Wedding embraces Bobby's
relationship with Jamie, but keeps its
focus where it truly belongs: on an uncle
and niece's love for each other.

And Tango Makes Three
By Justin Richardson

(F)

In the zoo there are all kinds of animal
families. But Tango's family is not like
any of the others. This illustrated
children's book fictionalized the true story
of two male penguins who became
partners and raised a penguin chick in
the Central Park Zoo
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Heather Has Two
Mommies
By Lesléa Newman

(F)

Heather’s favorite number is two. She
has two arms, two legs, two pets—and
two mommies. When Heather goes to
school for the first time, someone asks
her about her daddy, but Heather doesn't
have a daddy. Then something
interesting happens. When Heather and
her classmates all draw pictures of their
families, not one drawing is the same.

This Day in June
By Gayle Pitman

(H)

In a wildly whimsical, validating, and
exuberant reflection of the LGBT
community, This Day In June welcomes
readers to experience a pride celebration
and share in a day when we are all
united.

Also included is a Note to Parents and
Other Caregivers with information on
how to talk to children about sexual
orientation and gender identity in
age-appropriate ways as well as a
Reading Guide chock-full of facts about
LGBT history and culture. This Day in
June is an excellent tool for teaching
respect, acceptance, and understanding
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
people.

Pride: The Story of Harvey
Milk and the Rainbow Flag
By Rob Sanders

(H)

In this deeply moving and empowering
true story, young readers will trace the
life of the Gay Pride Flag, from its
beginnings in 1978 with social activist
Harvey Milk and designer Gilbert Baker to
its spanning of the globe and its role in
today's world. Award-winning author Rob
Sanders's stirring text, and acclaimed
illustrator Steven Salerno's evocative
images, combine to tell this remarkable -
and undertold - story. A story of love,
hope, equality, and pride.




Stonewall: A building. An
Uprising. A Revolution.
By Rob Sanders

(H)

From Rob Sanders, author of the acclaimed
Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and the
Rainbow Flag, comes this powerful and
timeless true story that will allow young
readers to discover the rich and dynamic
history of the Stonewall Inn and its role in
the gay civil rights movement-a movement
that continues to this very day. In the
early-morning hours of June 28, 1969, the
Stonewall Inn was raided by police in New
York City. Though the inn had been raided
before, that night would be different. It
would be the night when empowered
members of the LGBTQ+ community--in
and around the Stonewall Inn—-began to
protest and demand their equal rights as
citizens of the United States. Movingly
narrated by the Stonewall Inn itself, and
featuring stirring and dynamic illustrations,
Stonewall: A Building. An Uprising. A
Revolution is an essential and empowering
civil rights story that every child deserves
to hear.

Patricia Poracco
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In Our Mothers’ House
By Patricia Polacco

(F)

Marmee, Meema, and the kids are just
like any other family on the block. In their
beautiful house, they cook dinner
together, they laugh together, and they
dance together. But some of the other
families don't accept them. They say they
are different. How can a family have two
moms and no dad? But Marmee and
Meema's house is full of love. And they
teach their children that different doesn't
mean wrong. And no matter how many
moms or dads they have, they are
everything a family is meant to be. Here
is a true Polacco story of a family, living
by their own rules, and the strength they
gain by the love they feel.




Donovan's Big Day
By Lesléa Newman

(F)

Donovan's two moms are getting
married, and he can't wait for the
celebration to begin. After all, as
ringbearer, he has a very important job to
do. Any boy or girl with same-sex
parents—or who knows a same-sex
couple—will appreciate this picture book
about love, family, and marriage. The
story captures the joy and excitement of
a wedding day while the illustrations
show the happy occasion from a child's
point of view.
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Julidn is a Mermaid
By Jessica Love

(G)

While riding the subway home from the
pool with his abuela one day, Julian
notices three women spectacularly
dressed up. Their hair billows in brilliant
hues, their dresses end in fishtails, and
their joy fills the train car. When Julian
gets home, daydreaming of the magic
he's seen, all he can think about is
dressing up just like the ladies in his own
fabulous mermaid costume: a periwinkle
curtain for his tail, the fronds of a potted
fern for his headdress. But what will
Abuela think about the mess he
makes—and even more importantly, what
will she think about how Julian sees
himself? Mesmerizing and full of heart,
Jessica Love's author-illustrator debut is
a jubilant picture of self-love and a
radiant celebration of individuality.




Chapter Books/Upper Elementary to Middle Grades

GE®RGE

ALEX GINO

(G)

Book Cover Title/Author Description
George When people look at George, they think
By Alex Gino they see a boy. But she knows she's not a

boy. She knows she's a girl.George thinks
she'll have to keep this a secret forever.
Then her teacher announces that their
class play is going to be Charlotte's Web.
George really, really, REALLY wants to
play Charlotte. But the teacher says she
can't even try out for the part . . . because
she's a boy. With the help of her best
friend, Kelly, George comes up with a
plan. Not just so she can be Charlotte -
but so everyone can know who she is,
once and for all.

=% | King and the Dragonflies

By Kacen Callender

(F)

Twelve-year-old Kingston James is sure
his brother Khalid has turned into a
dragonfly. When Khalid unexpectedly
passed away, he shed what was his first
skin for another to live down by the
bayou in their small Louisiana town.
Khalid still visits in dreams, and King
must keep these secrets to himself as he
watches grief transform his family.

It would be easier if King could talk with
his best friend, Sandy Sanders. But just
days before he died, Khalid told King to
end their friendship, after overhearing a
secret about Sandy—that he thinks he
might be gay. "You don't want anyone to
think you're gay too, do you?"

But when Sandy goes missing, sparking
a town-wide search, and King finds his
former best friend hiding in a tent in his
backyard, he agrees to help Sandy
escape from his abusive father, and the
two begin an adventure as they build
their own private paradise down by the
bayou and among the dragonflies. As
King's friendship with Sandy is reignited,
he's forced to confront questions about




himself and the reality of his brother's
death.

[}racefullﬂ

O i

Grayson

c

a novel by Ami Polonsky

Gracefully Grayson
By Ami Polonsky

(G)

Grayson Sender has been holding onto a
secret for what seems like forever: "he" is
a girl on the inside, stuck in the wrong
gender's body. The weight of this secret
is crushing, but sharing it would mean
facing ridicule, scorn, rejection, or worse.
Despite the risks, Grayson's true self
itches to break free. Will new strength
from an unexpected friendship and a
caring teacher's wisdom be enough to
help Grayson step into the spotlight she
was born to inhabit?

The Pants Project
By Cat Clarke

(G)

"My name is Liv (Not Olivia)... 'm not
technically a girl. I'm transgender. Which is
a bit like being a Transformer. Only not
quite as cool because | probably won't get
to save the world one day."

Liv knows he was always meant to be a
boy, but with his new school's terrible
dress code, he can't even wear pants.
Only skirts.

Operation: Pants Project begins! The only
way for Liv to get what he wants is to go
after it himself. But to Liv, this isn't just a
mission to change the policy—it's a
mission to change his life. And that's a
pretty big deal.

The Moon Within
By Aida Salazar

(G)

Celi Rivera's life swirls with questions.
About her changing body. Her first
attraction to a boy. And her best friend's
exploration of what it means to be
genderfluid.

But most of all, her mother's insistence
she have a moon ceremony when her
first period arrives. It's an ancestral
Mexica ritual that Mima and her
community have reclaimed, but Celi
promises she will NOT be participating.
Can she find the power within herself to




take a stand for who she wants to be?

Pet
By Akwaeke Emezi

(G)

There are no more monsters anymore, or
so the children in the city of Lucille are
taught. With doting parents and a best
friend named Redemption, Jam has
grown up with this lesson all her life. But
when she meets Pet, a creature made of
horns and colours and claws, who
emerges from one of her mother's
paintings and a drop of Jam's blood, she
must reconsider what she's been told.
Pet has come to hunt a monster, and the
shadow of something grim lurks in
Redemption's house. Jam must fight not
only to protect her best friend, but also to
uncover the truth, and the answer to the
question — How do you save the world
from monsters if no one will admit they
exist?

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF SMILE
RAINA TELGEMEIER

Drama
By Raina Telgemeier

(F)

Callie loves theater. And while she would
totally try out for her middle school's
production of Moon Over Mississippi, she
can't really sing. Instead she's the set
designer for the drama department stage
crew, and this year she's determined to
create a set worthy of Broadway on a
middle-school budget. But how can she,
when she doesn't know much about
carpentry, ticket sales are down, and the
crew members are having trouble
working together? Not to mention the
onstage AND offstage drama that occurs
once the actors are chosen. And when
two cute brothers enter the picture,
things get even crazier!
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Drum Roll, Please
By Lisa Jenn Bigelow

Melly only joined the school band
because her best friend, Olivia, begged
her to. But to her surprise, quiet Melly
loves playing the drums. It’s the only time
she doesn't feel like a mouse.

Now, she and Olivia are about to spend
the next two weeks at Camp Rockaway,
jamming under the stars in the Michigan
woods.

But this summer brings big changes for
Melly: her parents split up, her best friend
ditches her, and Melly finds herself falling
for a girl at camp named Adeline. To top
it off, Melly's not sure she has what it
takes to be a real rock 'n' roll drummer.
Will she be able to make music from all
the noise in her heart?
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Captain Underpants and
the Sensational Saga of Sir
Stinks-a-Lot

By Dav Pilkey

(F)

George and Harold, and their doubles,
Yesterday George and Yesterday Harold,
have a good thing going. Two of them go
to school, while the other two hide in the
tree house and play video games all day
-- then they switch! But it turns out there's
something rotten in the state of Ohio,
and it's smellier than a pile of putrid gym
socks. The boys' malicious gym teacher,
Mr. Meaner, has created a method of
mind control that transforms their fellow
students into attentive, obedient, perfect
children. Now the future of all humanity
is in George and Harold and Yesterday
George and Yesterday Harold's hands!

Hurricane Child
By Kheryn Callender
(F.B)

Being born during a hurricane is unlucky,
and 12-year-old Caroline has had her share
of bad luck lately. She's hated and bullied
by everyone in her small school on St.
Thomas of the US Virgin Islands, a spirit
only she can see won't stop following her,
and - worst of all - Caroline's mother left
home one day and never came back.

But when a new student named Kalinda
arrives, Caroline's luck begins to turn
around. Kalinda, a solemn girl from
Barbados with a special smile for everyone,




becomes Caroline's first and only friend -
and the person for whom Caroline has
begun to develop a crush.

Now, Caroline must find the strength to
confront her feelings for Kalinda, brave the
spirit stalking her through the islands, and
face the reason her mother abandoned her.
Together, Caroline and Kalinda must set
out in a hurricane to find Caroline's missing
mother -- before Caroline loses her forever.

Gay& Lesbian

Gay & Lesbian History for
Kids: The Century-Long
Struggle for LGBT Rights
By Jerome Pohlen

(H)

The history is told through personal stories
and firsthand accounts of the movement’s
key events, like the 1950s “Lavender Scare,’
the Stonewall Inn uprising, and the AIDS
crisis. This up-to-date history includes the
landmark Supreme Court decision making
marriage equality the law of the land.
Twenty-one activities enliven the history
and demonstrate the spirited ways the
LGBT community has pushed for positive
social change.




Young Adult/Teen

Book Cover

Title/Author

Description

All Boys Aren’t Blue
By George M Johnson
(F.B)

In a series of personal essays, prominent
journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist George
M. Johnson explores his childhood,
adolescence, and college years in New
Jersey and Virginia. From the memories
of getting his teeth kicked out by bullies
at age five, to flea marketing with his
loving grandmother, to his first sexual
relationships, this young-adult memoir
weaves together the trials and triumphs
faced by Black queer boys.

Both a primer for teens eager to be allies
as well as a reassuring testimony for
young queer men of color, All Boys Aren't
Blue covers topics such as gender
identity, toxic masculinity, brotherhood,
family, structural marginalization,
consent, and Black joy. Johnson's
emotionally frank style of writing will
appeal directly to young adults.

Aristotle and Dante
Discover the Secrets of the
Universe

By Benjamin Saenz

(F)

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother
in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has
an unusual way of looking at the world.
When the two meet at the swimming
pool, they seem to have nothing in
common. But as the loners start
spending time together, they discover
that they share a special friendship—-the
kind that changes lives and lasts a
lifetime. And it is through this friendship
that Ari and Dante will learn the most
important truths about themselves and
the kind of people they want to be.




The Perks of Being a
Wallflower
By Stephen Chbosky

(F)

This is the story of what it's like to grow
up in high school. More intimate than a
diary, Charlie's letters are singular and
unique, hilarious and devastating. We
may not know where he lives. We may
not know to whom he is writing. All we
know is the world he shares. Caught
between trying to live his life and trying
to run from it puts him on a strange
course through uncharted territory. The
world of first dates and mixed tapes,
family dramas and new friends. The
world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky
Horror Picture Show, when all one
requires is that the perfect song on that
perfect drive to feel infinite.

Through Charlie, Stephen Chbosky has
created a deeply affecting coming-of-age
story, a powerful novel that will spirit you
back to those wild and poignant roller
coaster days known as growing up.
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Beyond Magenta:
Transgender Teens Speak
Out

By Susan Kuklin

Author and photographer Susan Kuklin
met and interviewed six transgender or
gender-neutral young adults and used her
considerable skills to represent them
thoughtfully and respectfully before,
during, and after their personal
acknowledgment of gender preference.
Portraits, family photographs, and candid
images grace the pages, augmenting the
emotional and physical journey each
youth has taken. Each honest discussion
and disclosure, whether joyful or
heartbreaking, is completely different
from the other because of family
dynamics, living situations, gender, and
the transition these teens make in
recognition of their true selves.
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emily m. danforth

The Miseducation of
Cameron Post
By Emily M Danforth

(F)

When Cameron Post's parents die

suddenly in a car crash, her shocking first
thought is relief. Relief they'll never know
that, hours earlier, she had been kissing a

girl.

But that relief doesn't last, and Cam is
soon forced to move in with her
conservative aunt Ruth and her
well-intentioned but hopelessly
old-fashioned grandmother. She knows
that from this point on, her life will
forever be different. Survival in Miles City,
Montana, means blending in and leaving
well enough alone (as her grandmother
might say), and Cam becomes an expert
at both.

Then Coley Taylor moves to town.
Beautiful, pickup-driving Coley is a
perfect cowgirl with the perfect boyfriend
to match. She and Cam forge an
unexpected and intense friendship--one
that seems to leave room for something
more to emerge. But just as that starts to
seem like a real possibility, ultrareligious
Aunt Ruth takes drastic action to "fix" her
niece, bringing Cam face-to-face with the
cost of denying her true self--even if she's
not exactly sure who that is.

Queer Heroes: Meet 53
LGBTQ Heroes From Past
and Present!

By Arabelle Sicardi

(H)

From Freddie Mercury’s contribution to
music and Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa
to James Baldwin’s best-selling essays
and more, discover tales of courage,
triumph, and determination. Published to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
Stonewall Uprising, this extraordinary
book shows children that anything is
possible.

Discover the inspiring stories of these
LGBT artists, writers, innovators,
athletes, and activists who have made
great contributions to culture, from
ancient times to present day. This is the
perfect book for anyone who wants to
learn more about a collection of inspiring
figures in LGBTQ+ history.
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The 57 Bus
By Dashka Slater
(G, B)

If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and
Richard never would have met. Both were
high school students from Oakland,
California, one of the most diverse cities
in the country, but they inhabited
different worlds. Sasha, a white teen,
lived in the middle-class foothills and
attended a small private school. Richard,
a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued
flatlands and attended a large public one.
Each day, their paths overlapped for a
mere eight minutes. But one afternoon
on the bus ride home from school, a
single reckless act left Sasha severely
burned, and Richard charged with two
hate crimes and facing life
imprisonment. The case garnered
international attention, thrusting both
teenagers into the spotlight.

THI ONE

SUMMER

This One Summer
By Mariko Tamaki and
Jillian Tamaki

(F)

Every summer, Rose goes with her mom
and dad to a lake house in Awago Beach.
It's their getaway, their refuge. Rosie's
friend Windy is always there, too, like the
little sister she never had. But this
summer is different. Rose's mom and
dad won't stop fighting, and when Rose
and Windy seek a distraction from the
drama, they find themselves with a whole
new set of problems. It's a summer of
secrets and sorrow and growing up, and
it's a good thing Rose and Windy have
each other.

A Queer History of the
United States for Young
People

By Michael Bronski

(H)

Queer history didn’t start with Stonewall.
This book explores how LGBTQ people
have always been a part of our national
identity, contributing to the country and
culture for over 400 years.

Through engrossing narratives, letters,
drawings, poems, and more, the book
encourages young readers, of all
identities, to feel pride at the
accomplishments of the LGBTQ people
who came before them and to use
history as a guide to the future.




Beautiful Music for Ugly
Children
By Kristin Cronn-Mills

(G)

"This is Beautiful Music for Ugly Children,
on community radio 90.3, KZUK. I'm
Gabe. Welcome to my show."

My birth name is Elizabeth, but I'm a guy.
Gabe. My parents think I've gone crazy
and the rest of the world is happy to
agree with them, but | know I'm right. I've
been a boy my whole life.

When you think about it, I'm like a record.
Elizabeth is my A side, the song
everybody knows, and Gabe is my B
side--not heard as often, but just as
good.

It's time to let my B side play.
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I'll Give You the Sun
By Jandy Nelson

(F)

At first, Jude and her twin brother Noah,
are inseparable. Noah draws constantly
and is falling in love with the charismatic
boy next door, while daredevil Jude
wears red-red lipstick, cliff-dives, and
does all the talking for both of them.

Years later, they are barely speaking.
Something has happened to change the
twins in different yet equally devastating
ways... but then Jude meets an
intriguing, irresistible boy and a
mysterious new mentor. The early years
are Noah's to tell; the later years are
Jude's. But they each have only half the
story, and if they can only find their way
back to one another, they'll have a
chance to remake their world.

This radiant, award-winning novel from
the acclaimed author of The Sky Is
Everywhere will leave you breathless and
teary and laughing—often all at once.

Even More Lists

Stonewall award winners: http://www.ala.org/rt/rrt/award/stonewall/honored



http://www.ala.org/rt/rrt/award/stonewall/honored

Rainbow book list (American Library Association): https://glbtrt.ala.org/rainbowbooks/

Welcoming Schools book lists
https://www.welcomingschools.org/resources/books/lgbtg-inclusive-schools/

Books for parents and teachers:
h ://www.welcomingschool

transgender-children/



https://glbtrt.ala.org/rainbowbooks/
https://www.welcomingschools.org/resources/books/lgbtq-inclusive-schools/
https://www.welcomingschools.org/pages/bibliography-for-educators-other-adults-lgbtq-topics-transgender-children/
https://www.welcomingschools.org/pages/bibliography-for-educators-other-adults-lgbtq-topics-transgender-children/
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