
 

 

 

 



 

 



Eighth Grade Summer Reading Worksheet 

Name:________________________________________________________________________  

Directions:  Please be sure to READ over this entire handout before reading the summer reading 
text of your choice.  Use the worksheet WHILE you read.  All responses should reflect your 
understanding of your Summer Reading book and be written in COMPLETE sentences. 

Title of book (capital letters/ underline): 
______________________________________________________________________  

Author (first and last name): 
___________________________________________________________________________  

Genre: 
____________________________________________________________________________  

1.​ Why did you choose this book? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2.​ Did it live up to your expectations?  Why or why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
STORY ELEMENTS  

Setting:  

1.​ Where: Where is your character from?  

______________________________________________________________________________  

2.​ Where: Describe the environment where the most important events take place:  

______________________________________________________________________________  

3.​ When: During what time period / era does this story place?  

______________________________________________________________________________  

4.​ When: During what stage or point in your character’s life does this story take place?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Characters & Characterization:  

1.​ Name of the Protagonist: Identify the main character (who is central, dynamic) who learns a 
lesson, whose identity is challenged, or who experiences significant change:  

______________________________________________________________________________  

2.​ Characterization of Protagonist (Personality traits, etc.):  

______________________________________________________________________________  

3.​ Name of the Antagonist: Identify the opposing character, group, or force:  

______________________________________________________________________________  

4.​ Characterization of Antagonist (Personality traits, etc.):  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Conflict:  

1.​ Internal conflict(s) faced by the Protagonist: (i.e. doubts, fears, etc.):  

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

2.​ External conflict(s) faced by the Protagonist (due to outside challenges / conditions):  

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Turning Point:  

At what point did your main character experience the greatest challenge / moment of decision? 
Describe this scene. Include details.  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 



Evidence of Dynamic Characterization: Determine how the protagonist changed from the 
beginning of the book to the end of the book.  The adjectives used as traits should most 
likely be ANTONYMS! 

Example:  At the beginning of the short story, “Retrieved Reformation”, Jimmy Valentine 
can be characterized as selfish but at the end he is characterized as selfless.  

Character trait at the BEGINNING of the novel: __________________________ 

Citations to support the characterization at the Beginning of the novel: 

1.​ Page # ___   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________  

2.​ Page # ____  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Character trait at the END of the novel: __________________________ 

Citations to support the characterization at the END of the novel: 

1.​ Page # ___   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________  

2.​ Page # ____  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THEME: What lesson could be learned through the reading of this book? What might the author 
have wanted his/her readers to better understand about life?  

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 


