
Prompt: "Offer suggestions for improving the organization and flow of a 
8th-grade student's persuasive essay on the benefits of recycling. [student 
work pasted in]" 
 
 
Absolutely! Here are some suggestions to improve the organization and flow of your essay, 
while keeping your fun and engaging voice: 

Title: 

●​ Instead of "Why Recycling is Important," consider a title that's more catchy and specific: 
○​ "Recycling Rocks: How You Can Save the Planet and Be a Hero" 
○​ "The Awesome Power of Recycling: From Trash to Treasure" 
○​ "Don't Toss It, Transform It: The Cool Kid's Guide to Recycling" 

Introduction: 

●​ Start with a hook to grab the reader's attention: 
○​ "Ever wished you had superpowers to save the world? Well, guess what? You do! It's 

called recycling." 
○​ "Imagine a world where trash magically transforms into new stuff. Sounds cool, right? 

That's what recycling does!" 
●​ Clearly state your thesis (your main argument): 

○​ "Recycling is super important because it helps us save the planet, and it's way easier than 
you think." 

Body Paragraphs: 

●​ Each body paragraph should focus on one main reason why recycling is important: 
○​ Paragraph 1: How recycling conserves natural resources (trees, water, energy) 
○​ Paragraph 2: How recycling reduces pollution (landfills, air, water) 
○​ Paragraph 3: How recycling creates jobs and helps the economy 

●​ Use a clear topic sentence to introduce each paragraph: 
○​ "Recycling is like giving nature a high-five – it helps us save precious resources like trees, 

water, and energy." 
●​ Use stronger transitions between paragraphs: 

○​ "Not only does recycling save resources, but it's also a pollution-fighting ninja!" 
○​ "If saving the planet and being a ninja weren't enough, recycling also creates awesome 

jobs!" 

Addressing Counter Arguments (Optional): 

●​ Consider adding a paragraph to address a potential counterargument (like "recycling is too 
hard"): 

○​ "Some people think recycling is a hassle, but it's really not. It's as easy as tossing stuff in a 
bin!" 



Conclusion: 

●​ Restate your thesis in a strong way: 
○​ "See? Recycling isn't just important – it's totally awesome! It's our secret weapon to save 

the planet, one soda can at a time." 
●​ End with a call to action: 

○​ "So, what are you waiting for? Become a recycling superhero today!" 

Other Tips: 

●​ Replace informal language like "like," "stuff," and "you know" with more descriptive words. 
●​ Use a variety of sentence structures to keep your writing interesting. 
●​ Add some fun facts or statistics to make your essay more engaging. 
●​ Have a friend or teacher read your essay for feedback. 

Let me know if you'd like help revising any specific parts of your essay! 


