Irene YK CHA

Spring is coming / Mixed Media on Canvas / 36 ” X 60", 2022

Six Moons / Mixed Media on Canvas / 30” x 36”7, 2024



Between 2015 / Mixed Media on Canvas / 36" x 60 ” 2015



Rain in the Desert/ Mixed Media on wood canvas 22" Diameter 2024

Artist Statement
My recent series of works, titled The Between, represents my view of the world.

For me, the word Between holds two meanings: Yin and Yang, the invisible and the visible. It refers to
an immense yet unseen reality that, although not physically manifested, connects life’s



stories—providing them with structure and meaning. | am deeply fascinated by the idea that every
event, even when it seems coincidental, has a significant cause in our lives. Just as we perceive the
presence of wind by watching tree branches sway, we can recognize an invisible reality through what
is visible to us.

This concept aligns with the idea of Between the Lines. Some phenomena do not physically exist yet
appear to us as suggested images, such as the horizon. These various in-between phenomena must
be part of a reality beyond our direct perception.

My works seek to express this notion of reality. The lines and shapes in my pieces do not merely
depict reality; rather, they reveal it. This process of revelation is comparable to the frottage
technique, where an artist uncovers hidden shapes by rubbing paper. In my practice, | search for
meaningful lines and forms—sometimes by washing away sections of an already-painted canvas,
and other times by deliberately leaving certain areas untouched.

The gaps, openings, and crevices created in this process—what | call Between—come together to
form harmony and meaning within the painting. Such expressions serve as a reflection of our
existence in the world.

From the very beginning of my process, | have used resin to merge the tactile qualities of plastic with
painting. Resin obscures the underlying layers and creates a fragmented brushstroke structure when
painted over, leading to unexpected results—something | find deeply intriguing. By dripping resin
onto the canvas, | achieve a new visual effect similar to dripping acrylic paint. However, unlike paint,
resin does not simply land on the surface; instead, it interacts with the material in a way that feels
almost like an unfamiliar form of plastic.

| dedicate significant effort to ensuring that abstract expressionist forms harmonize with the
plastic-like qualities of resin. This process involves dripping resin, spraying it again, and then wiping
it off to create dynamic textures. Ultimately, the expressive mode of my work stems from my desire
for modern technology to integrate seamlessly into our lives without threatening nature—just as
modern society can never fully return to its past state.
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