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April 12, 2021
Letter Addressing the Recent Housing Priority Decision

TO: Gene D. Block, Chancellor
Emily A. Carter, Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost
Michael J. Beck, Administrative Vice Chancellor
Pete Angelis, Assistant Vice Chancellor of Housing and Hospitality Services

CC: Monroe Gorden, Jr., Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs
Sarah Dundish, Director of Housing and Planning
Suzanne Seplow, Assistant Vice Chancellor of Student Development

SUBJECT: Letter Addressing the Recent Housing Priority Decision

To Chancellor Block, Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost Carter, Administrative Vice
Chancellor Beck, Assistant Vice Chancellor Angelis, and others:

On behalf of the Transfer Community, we, the Transfer Leadership Coalition and the
USAC Transfer Student Representative, write to you to express our frustration and
disappointment with the recent email that illustrated the housing priority for the 2021-2022
academic year. Since the transfer class of 2022 was admitted, they were told that there would be
limited housing due to the COVID-19 pandemic; however, Housing informed them that their one
year of guaranteed housing would be available during the 2021-2022 academic year. This
promise was neither upheld nor respected by Senior Leadership.

Senior Leadership has decided to go against the recommendation of the Housing Priority
Committee and have left out the transfer class of 2022. Transfers have historically been excluded
from decision-making spaces and the housing priority process only reaffirmed these exclusionary
practices. Before the Transfer Town Hall, hosted by the Transfer Leadership Coalition during
winter quarter, there were no transfer student representatives on the Housing Priority Committee.
During the Transfer Town Hall, transfers voiced their concerns with respect to housing, financial
aid, distance learning, and the lack of transfer representation across campus. This prompted the
administration to reach out and appoint a transfer student to the committee. This type of
reactionary effort towards transfer student demands is heavily embedded into the institution and
should be addressed with implementing measures that include transfers into these spaces.

Transferring into UCLA is an incredible feat in itself pre-pandemic, but transferring into
online instruction has shown to be one of the hardest tasks and burdens that has been placed on
the transfer class of 2022. Our peers have been deprived of an amazing on-campus experience
and are left with only one year to experience what UCLA has to offer before they graduate. The
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Hill offers a community like no other and it is shameful that Senior Leadership has taken this
opportunity away from transfers. What is worse is the language that was used in the April 2nd
email to justify offering sophomores priority housing, stating that they “were largely unable to
participate in the traditional first-year on-campus experience this past year.” This type of
language ignores transfers who also did not participate in the traditional first-year on-campus
experience and further shows us that Senior Leadership does not respect the diverse experiences
of the transfer community. Of all people, we thought that a fellow transfer, Chancellor Gene D.
Block would understand why this is such an important issue.

Our limited time at UCLA has hindered us from feeling like we are True Bruins.
Traditions such as being Bruintized were removed from Transfer Orientation and many spaces
on campus remain unreceptive to transfers. The Transfer Living Learning Community continues
to be overlooked and under-resourced by administration, all while transfer applicants continue to
rise each year. This, however, has been more of an issue for the class of 2022 transfers since they
did not get to experience any of this. Our transfer community already faces the stigma that we
are not as hard-working or deserving of attending UCLA because we entered the “easy” way.
This stigma has been ingrained into higher education and has created barriers for transfers to
access four-year universities. No UCLA transfer thought that an institution that prides itself in
being not only the #1 public university in the country, but the #1 university for transfers, would
treat its transfer population as an afterthought.

The Transfer Community has already begun taking collective action to combat the
housing decision. We started a petition that has garnered over 1,200 signatures from transfers,
allies, and faculty who will not accept the way we have consistently been undervalued. We also
gathered many transfers to share their grievances with the On-Campus Housing Council on April
6th, where we believed housing administration would be in attendance to answer our concerns
and questions. No administrators who could address this issue were present, which only
increased the community’s anger because the majority of students do not have any access to
administrators. Within a 24-hour timeframe, the On-Campus Housing Council released a letter in
support of priority housing for the transfer class of 2022. Additionally, the USAC Transfer
Student Representative had asked Executive Vice Chancellor & Provost Emily Carter why
returning transfers were not offered priority housing during a Legislative Assembly meeting.
EVCP Carter skipped the question and instead left the meeting. The administration should be
ashamed that transfers have to demand an equitable academic experience. Senior Leadership and
other administrative figures are supposed to listen to and respect the student body’s concerns and
needs. However, we were denied even an explanation as to why the recommendation of the

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xmhoGI2x8OtWIGMfDjVyctfxf5Zi0Ia10dJP-33x0L0/viewanalytics
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Housing Priority Committee was dismissed, which proves that the institution does not accurately
reflect its promise of equity, diversity, and inclusion. We demand the following:

1. The Transfer Class of 2022 receive the guaranteed housing they were promised upon
being admitted.

2. An apology from Senior Leadership to the Transfer community at large that explains why
the original recommendation of the Housing Priority Committee was rejected.

3. That the administration starts identifying leadership for the Transfer LLC now, in order to
begin the planning process for next year’s transfer applicants.

4. Quarterly meetings with Senior Leadership, the Transfer Leadership Coalition Co-Chairs,
and the USAC Transfer Student Representative so that UCLA’s highest leadership are
aware of the issues the Transfer community faces.

We deserve an equitable experience at UCLA and we should each be able to feel like a True
Bruin. We urge you to work with us in rectifying the housing decision.

In strength & solidarity,
Transfer Leadership Coalition
Bradley Alvarado, Co-chair of the Transfer Leadership Coalition
Karina Arzate-Arenivaz, Co-chair of the Transfer Leadership Coalition
Mia Lyon, TLC Secretary
Parenting Scholars at UCLA
Chi Alpha Psi Co-ed Transfer Fraternity
Center for Community College Partnerships (CCCP)

Office of the Transfer Student Representative
Zuleika Bravo, USAC Transfer Student Representative
Maxine Zhao, Chief of Staff (Operations)
Tricia Yates, Chief of Staff (Student Affairs and Campus Life)
Herman Luis Chavez, Director of Student Activities
Janine Dilla, Director of Internal Affairs
Katie Chan, Director of Reform UCOP
Kayla Lam, Co-Director of Media and Marketing
Isaac Zamora, Co-Director of Diversity and Intersectionality
Kira Brimmo, Co-Director of Events
Rawan Elyas, Finance Committee Staff
Yondonjamts Jigjidsuren, Internal Affairs Staff
Shant Voskanian - USAC, Office of the TSR Internal Affairs Committee - Research Analyst
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Mykaela Bajari, External Relations staff - Office Administrator
Ryan Cheng, TSR Summer Bridge Program Staff

USAC Offices
Naomi Riley, President
Emily Luong, Internal Vice President
Aidan Arasasingham, External Vice President
Laura Laubach, General Representative 1
Justin Rodriguez, General Representative 2
Elijah Wade, General Representative 3
Breeze Hernandez, Academic Affairs Commissioner
Jonathan Wisner, Community Service Commissioner
Promise Ogunleye, Cultural Affairs Commissioner
Sachi Cooper, Facilities Commissioner
Noe Garcia, Financial Supports Commissioner
Christina Read, Student Wellness Commissioner
Bakur Madini, International Student Representative

Mother Organizations & Affiliations
Pacific Islander Student Association
MEChA de UCLA
Southeast Asian Transfer Enrichment Day (SEATED)
Afrikan Student Union
Vietnamese Student Union at UCLA
Asian Pacific Coalition

Student Representatives of the Student Fee Advisory Committee
Atreyi Mitra, Chair of SFAC
Bradley Alvarado, Vice Chair of SFAC
Devanee Matchem, Undergraduate Representative
Sam Solemnidad, Undergraduate Representative
Gaby Barrios, Graduate Representative
Jackie Markt-Maloney, Graduate Representative
Laxman Dahal, Graduate Representative
Paarth B. Shah, Graduate Representative
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UC Student Association Transfer Coalition
Valerie Johnson, UCSA Transfer Student Affairs Officer and UC Berkeley Representative
Bradley Alvarado, UCLA Representative
Darwin Lopez, UC Santa Barbara Representative
Elizabeth Yanira Montoya, UC Irvine Representative
Kaitylyn Hall, UC Riverside Representative
Jessica Voce, UC San Diego Representative
Sasha Lyons, UC Davis Representative

Student Organizations
TransferMed
Emergency Medicine Research Associates (EMRA)
Association of First-Generation Undergraduates
UCLA Japanese Student Association
Nikkei Student Union
Lapu the Coyote that Cares Theater Company
The Advancement of Historically Excluded Minorities (AHEM)
Afrikan Education Project
Bruin Democrats at UCLA
Sexperts, SWC
Taiwanese American Student Association at UCLA
Bruin Commuter Resource Association

Individual signatures
Michelle Garabetian, Chief of Staff for the Office of the General Representative 1
Tiffany Do, 2nd-year Transfer, SEA CLEAR Transfer Coordinator
Angela Li, Director of the Asian Pacific Coalition and Chairperson of the Campus Retention
Committee
Leah Vriesman, UCLA faculty
Donna Nguyen, SEA CLEAR
Alex Dunkwu, ASU Chairperson
Natalie Albaran, Samahang Modern Administrative Director and SPEAR Peer Counselor
Jessica Martinez, UCLA Undergraduate Student
Francis Nguyen, SEA CLEAR Assistant Project Coordinator
Ruth Rodriguez, External Vice President's Office - Campus Partnerships Staff
Henry Trinh, VSU Administrative Coordinator
Amy Ho, Asian Pacific Coalition Internal Assistant Director
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Jacob Eastlick, Resident Assistant
Maddie Rausa, Daily Bruin contributor
Pablo Luis-Herrera- Academic Senate in Faculty Welfare Committee, AAC Retention First
Director, On Campus Housing Council Representative
Loan-Anh Pham, Transfer Class of '22, Daily Bruin contributor, Asian Pacific Coalition Intern,
SEA CLEAR Transfer Workgroup Member
Antonio Rodriguez, Association of First-Generation Undergraduates (AFGU) Internal Affairs
Director
Luis Angel Yepez Academic Senator: Committee on Research, and Faculty Executive
Committee
Christopher Hernandez, Astrophysics Student Representative; Founder of the Advancement of
Historically Excluded Minorities
Wudia Kamara, BRC Student Leadership Board Member, GEGC Student Rep (Academic senate)
Kaitlin Alcontin, Asian Pacific Coalition External Assistant Director
Johana Resendiz, MEChA Chicanx Representative
HeeJung Kim, ASUCLA representative
Ayona Hudson 1st Year Transfer Logistical Assistant Office of the President
Josue Ramirez, TSC Mentor Lead, TSC/BRC Student Leadership Board Member
Sammy Fesili - PISA Board Member (Diverse Admit - PISA Freshman Admit)
Mandie Torres, UCLA Center for Community College Partnerships
Ashley Nguyen, SEA CLEAR + Workshop Coordinator of SEATED
Cynthia Dang (Internal Relations Coordinator of SEATED)
Jennie Tuliao, PTSP, TEA@UCLA, Dear Asian Youth UCLA
Pedro Mariano Gonzalez, CCCP Peer Advisor
Luka Gidwani, UCLA CCCP Peer Advisor
Lily Do, SEATED Outreach Coordinator
Shalinee Maitra, Bruin Democrats Events Director
Lyndsey Garrett, Sexperts Co-Director
Palik Joulakian, TSC student staff
Gergio Ricacho, Campus Tour Guide
Ivan Ma, ETransfer Advisory Board
Angelina Quint, USAC Assistant Academic Affairs Commissioner
Jessica Martinez, UCLA Undergraduate Student
Alejandra Fajardo UCB representative
Reagan Beers-UCSD Student
Sana Kalantary-fard
Fatiatamai Folau



USAC Office of the Transfer Student Representative
Transfer Leadership Coalition

April 12, 2021
Letter Addressing the Recent Housing Priority Decision

Yadira Martinez
Chelsea Manger
Seamus Sehres
Britt Samaras, first year transfer student, Labor Studies major
Jillian Cooper, third year, first year transfer student
Alejandra Gonzalez Quiroz, 3rd year transfer student
Marley Rodriguez
Angelica Garcia, undergraduate transfer student
Natalie Zadikian, first-year transfer student
Margot Nguyen, undergraduate transfer student
Lauren Whipple Transfer Undergraduate Student
Eugene Kimura, transfer student class of 2022
Bianca Serna Transfer student class of 2022
Nicole Julia Gutierrez (first-year transfer)
Fiona Suba - class of 2022 transfer student
Guadalupe Botello Urincho, UCI Undergraduate
John Maldonado - UCLA Alumni Class of 2017
Isabel Mercedes Siguenza - transfer student
Julie Cardenas, 1st year transfer student
Emily Zinati, First Year Transfer Student
Christy Pradjinata, Class of ‘22 Transfer
Alessandra Marsh - undergraduate student
Jennifer Martinez, UCLA transfer student
Adeline Padilla, c/o 22 transfer student
Madina Safdari, Junior Transfer Student
Jiseon Kim, first-year transfer student
Jasmine Schuette 2022 Transfer Student
Scott Mueller, student representative
Yingying Luo —2022 transfer student
Adishakti Lukic, 3rd Year Undergrad
Paola Ruiz; class of 2022 transfer
Beeta Ahmadi, Second-Year Transfer
Lauren Preble, First Year Transfer
Pauline Tran - First Year Transfer
Alonso Sanchez - ucla 2022 transfer
Antoneil Carter, Transfer Student
Jacqueline Nguyen, UCLA c/o 2020
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Evely Torres (transfer student)
Layla Tondravi, Honors Fellow
Jackeline (Jacky) De La Rosa
Britney Nguyen, UCLA Student
Catherine Banh, Alumni 2019
Rose Watson, UCLA freshman
Xander Vriesman, UCSC student
Damian de Jesus Rodriguez
Sai Priyanka Iragavarapu
Katheryn Quijada-Polanco
Ruka Felicity Nagashima
Joseph Villaflor-Medina
Josh Lee, UCLA student
Raquel Alyssa Barraza
Garrett Dahn, student
Alina Jailene Herrera
McCristol Harris III
America Juan Mercado
Michelle Malkoukian
Elizabeth Gutierrez
Jocelyn Noemi Perez
Adam Enrique Lomeli
Fatima Rivera Gomez
Alexandra Carpenter
Luis Albino Herrera
Ara Melyssa Tumibay
Javon Lee DeGodwin
Jaqueline Martinez
Summer Ann Brotman
Chanelle Rose Leva
Zanasia Graham '22
Viridiana Martinez
Marc-Anthony Rosas
Jacqueline Valadez
Sayaka Kirigakubo
Fennie Truc Huynh
Sebastian Cazares
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Jonathan Quintana
Catherine Beaudin
Alejandra Delgado
Martha Gómez Mora
Benjamin Phillips
Chelsea Velasquez
Joaquin Escalante
Kristen Abernathy
Maxine Dimalanta
Mohammed Mortada
Leslie Burroughs
Kimberly Maynard
Grishma Kavlekar
Gregory Zadikian
Stella Oganesyan
Valentina Moreno
Nicholas Widjaya
Maya Srinivasan
Manveer Chaihal
Claire Stockard
Kaitlyn Reymond
Kristida Chhour
Myranda Arreola
Shayna Freedman
Taline Nazarian
Joyce Macalalad
Chloe Placencia
Alejandra Baron
Trevor McKenzie
Cynthia Ramirez
Jessica Mangano
Clarissa Arjona
Natalie Metzger
Sally Kasashima
Passa Pungchai
Harpreet Lally
Lauren Thielen
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Rika Nagashima
Jonathan Duong
Daniela Cortez
Rutik Shinglot
Nella Zadikian
David Taormina
Harmonie Yacob
Christina Shin
Lina Aleksandr
Alexandra Pace
Anisha Girotra
Nana Muradian
Alyssa Hemler
Danyah Ghouli
Paola Benitez
Julia Andborn
Shailyn Moore
Bella Baydian
Alan Zadikian
Lizbeth Tovar
Ashley Lizana
Emiko Levings
Kayla Edmunds
Kimberly Wong
Naomi Cherone
Jessica Fung
Rachel Hsiao
Daniela Vega
Sabrina Wilk
Perla Chavez
Angelina Yim
Jackson Boro
Ikuko Nakano
Bob Fernando
Mikael Smith
Jill Crowley
Sadaf Moradi
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Vanessa Wong
Spencer Pugh
Vanessa Lin
Yash Parmar
Rio Deniger
Lucia Ortiz
Harman Kaur
Yuki Torrey
Corinna Lee
Teagan Dean
Lena Shindy
James Smyth
Gracie Teed
Loren Chang
Meera Varma
Megan Amick
Kura Manisa
Nancy Ocana
Amanda Soto
Jacinda La
Grace Sosa
Rebecca Xu
Ben Hankin
Ginny Vong
Tyler Chan
Ozair Abid
Duyen Dinh
Alli Bo Ho
Gloria Kim
Hannah Lee
Nathan Woo
Anna Feng
Fiza Khan
Kathy Lee
Dan Diaz
Karen Yi
Una Kuo
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Caroline Hong
Alicia Inés López
Remigio Gallegos Ulloa
Martha Gómez Mora
Adela Tran
Carmel Abramov
Shianne Bowers
Allaine Taduran
Anika Acosta
Justin Cyrus Gamboa
Alyssa Hemler
Samantha Kaplan
Cianna Razo
Jamie Lima-Sabatini
Amanda Chai
Tristen Appel-Bernstein
Mariya Qader
Stephany Muñoz
Arelyse Campos
Valerie Nguyen
Sophie Viray
Trevor Htoon
Chiagoziem Okonkwo
Nataly Barba
Arianna Cooke
Valentina Quintana
Kyle Mendiola
Brian Ng
Joaquin Covarrubias
Stevie Formica
Mario Zarate
Sylvia Juarez
Celine Aivy Truong
Jorge Torres Hernandez
Aaron Lee
Yohan Ko
Samone Anderson
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Igbinoghodua Isibor
Aija Le
Karla Navarro
Emma Kelly
Damien Ha
Amanda Olson
Ilse I. Aguilar-Alverdin
Elisa Fonseca
Maha Waheed
Edna Galaviz
Harris Lanum
Alissa Malia Pulmano
Brian Cook
Chloe Winnett
Kathryn Burke
Daniel Schettini
Callan Howard
Mina Anochie
Lisa Imai
John Immanuel Arceno
Annika Gillam
Paola Rosales
Christine Tran
Isabel Cortes
Alissa Rocha
Jane Pham
Katherine Chua
Alan Huang
Juliana Setta
Mariah Hernandez
Julianne Cueto
Shannon Kasinger
Katherine Hernandez
Shannon Nguyen
Lorraine Medina
Daniel Hernandez
Rebeca Ruiz Mair
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Daniella Martinez Reyes


