
LIST OF BOOKS PROPOSED FOR ADDITION TO MURRAY LIBRARIES 

1.​ Parting the Waters: America in the King Years 1954-63, Taylor Branch 

In Parting the Waters, the first volume of his essential America in the King Years series, Pulitzer 
Prize winner Taylor Branch gives a “compelling…masterfully told” (The Wall Street Journal) 
account of Martin Luther King’s early years and rise to greatness.​
​
Hailed as the most masterful story ever told of the American Civil Rights Movement, Parting the 
Waters is destined to endure for generations.​
​
Moving from the fiery political baptism of Martin Luther King, Jr., to the corridors of Camelot 
where the Kennedy brothers weighed demands for justice against the deceptions of J. Edgar 
Hoover, here is a vivid tapestry of America, torn and finally transformed by a revolutionary 
struggle unequaled since the Civil War.​
​
Taylor Branch provides an unsurpassed portrait of King's rise to greatness and illuminates the 
stunning courage and private conflict, the deals, maneuvers, betrayals, and rivalries that 
determined history behind closed doors, at boycotts and sit-ins, on bloody freedom rides, and 
through siege and murder.​
​
Epic in scope and impact, Branch's chronicle definitively captures one of the nation's most 
crucial passages. 

2.​ Scratch Beginnings: Me, $25, and the Search for the American Dream, Adam Shepard 
(written as a rebuttal to Nickel and Dimed, which is in the Murray High Library) 

Adam W. Shepard’s Scratch Beginnings is the fascinating and eye-opening account of the grand 
social experiment the author undertook in response to Barbara Ehrenreich’s Nickel and Dimed. 
Subtitled “Me, $25, and the Search for the American Dream,” Scratch Beginnings chronicles 
Shepard’s successful efforts to raise himself up from self-imposed rock bottom in one year’s 
time—a personal odyssey that is sure to inspire anyone who reads about it, instilling new faith in 
the solid principles on which our democracy was built. 

 
3.​ The Promised Land: The Great Black Migration and How it Changed America, Nicholas 

Lemann 

Perhaps the definitive telling of the migration of millions of southern blacks to the industrial 
north. 

4.​ Why the Jews?: The Reason for Antisemitism, Robert Cherry 

From the bestselling authors of The Nine Questions People Ask About Judaism, a compelling 
discussion of the dangerous rise in antisemitism during the twenty-first century.​
​

https://www.amazon.com/Parting-Waters-America-Years-1954-63-dp-0671687425/dp/0671687425/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1638206351
https://www.amazon.com/Promised-Land-Migration-Changed-America-dp-0679733477/dp/0679733477/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1638206762
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Jews-Transformed-Twentieth-American/dp/1538143127/


The very word Jew continues to arouse passions as does no other religious, national, or political 
name. Why have Jews been the object of the most enduring and universal hatred in history? Why 
did Hitler consider murdering Jews more important than winning World War II? Why has the 
United Nations devoted more time to tiny Israel than to any other nation on earth?​
​
In this seminal study, Dennis Prager and Joseph Telushkin attempt to uncover and understand the 
roots of antisemitism—from the ancient world to the Holocaust to the current crisis in the Middle 
East. Why the Jews? offers new insights and unparalleled perspectives on some of the most 
recent, pressing developments in the contemporary world, including:​
​
-The replicating of Nazi antisemitism in the Arab world​
-The pervasive anti-Zionism/antisemitism on university campuses​
-The rise of antisemitism in Europe​
-Why the United States and Israel are linked in the minds of antisemites​
​
Clear, persuasive, and thought-provoking, Why the Jews? is must reading for anyone who seeks 
to understand the unique role of the Jews in human history. 

5.​ The Children, David Halberstam   

The absorbing account of a dozen students in Nashville – including John Lewis – at the 
beginning of the Civil Rights Movement. 

6.​ A Street in Bronzeville, Gwendolyn Brooks  
 

Gwendolyn Brooks was one of the most accomplished and acclaimed poets of the last century, 
the first black author to win the Pulitzer Prize and the first black woman to serve as poetry 
consultant to the Library of Congress—the forerunner of the U.S. Poet Laureate. Her 
groundbreaking first book of poems is a searing portrait of Chicago’s South Side. “I wrote about 
what I saw and heard in the street,” she later said. “There was my material.” 

 
7.​ A Personal Odyssey, Thomas Sowell 

This is the gritty story of one man's lifelong education in the school of hard knocks, as his 
journey took him from Harlem to the Marines, the Ivy League, and a career as a controversial 
writer, teacher, and economist in government and private industry. It is also the story of the 
dramatically changing times in which this personal odyssey took place. 

8.​ The World of Patience Gromes: Making and Unmaking a Black Community,  Scott C. 
Davis   

After the Civil War, Patience Gromes and her peers left the country and came to the city. They 
married, took jobs, purchased houses, raised families--and triumphed during Civil Rights. Then 
came a complex new world in which Patience could scarcely survive. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Children-David-Halberstam/dp/0679415610/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1638206802&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Street-Bronzeville-Library-America-Classic-ebook/dp/B00O9I2W6Y/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=A+Street+in+Bronzeville&qid=1638206920&qsid=146-1622928-9670902&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=B00O9I2W6Y%2CB08WRPR5B5%2C1931082871%2C0064437728%2C0252082621%2C0063209748%2C1565849000%2C0810139243%2C0810140985%2CB08SHHTJQS%2C1531624375
https://www.amazon.com/Personal-Odyssey-Thomas-Sowell/dp/0684864649/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1638206421&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/World-Patience-Gromes-Unmaking-Community-ebook-dp-B008YNAE6U/dp/B008YNAE6U/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1638206681


9.​ Freedom in the Making of Western Culture, Orlando Patterson  

This magisterial work traces the history of our most cherished value. Patterson links the birth of 
freedom in primitive societies with the institution of slavery, and traces the evolution of three 
forms of freedom in the West from antiquity through the Middle Ages. 

10.​Lessons From the Least of These, Robert L Woodson 

This book is about "the least among us," and the extraordinary power of grassroots leaders who 
are transforming the lives of forgotten men and women in the most toxic neighborhoods. The 
strategies they applied in healing the most desperate communities also hold the key to healing 
our divided and empty nation today. From the lessons he has learned from witnessing the work 
of committed neighborhood  leaders, Robert Woodson has gleaned ten fundamental principles 
that should be applied to uplift not only those who are at the bottom rung of society, but also 
people of means who experience the emptiness of life without meaning and purpose. Bob walks 
the reader through his discovery of each of these life-changing precepts and, along the way, we 
discover how each of  us can experience new value in our lives and be empowered to contribute 
to our world.​
​
In reading, you will understand what it takes to overcome adversity and transform people from 
the inside out. You will feel inspired to adopt these longstanding, proven  values that have 
generated astonishing long-term results in reshaping lives and homes. Equipped with the 
information, you will discover a whole new way of approaching revitalization of the world you 
serve as well as your own life. 

11.​Red, White, and Black, Robert L Woodson 

An indispensable corrective to the falsified version of black history presented by The 1619 
Project, radical activists, and money-hungry “diversity consultants.”​
​
In the rush to redefine the place of black Americans in contemporary society, many radical 
activists and academics have mounted a campaign to destroy traditional American history and 
replace it with a politicized version that few would recognize. According to the new radical 
orthodoxy, the United States was founded as a racist nation—and everything that has happened 
throughout our history must be viewed through the lens of the systemic oppression of black 
people.​
​
Rejecting this false narrative, a collection of the most prominent and respected black scholars 
and thinkers has come together to correct the record and tell the true story of black Americans in 
all its complexity, diversity of experience, and poignancy. ​
​
Collectively, they paint a vivid picture of black people living the grand American experience, 
however bumpy the road may be along the way. But rather than a people apart, blacks are woven 
into the united whole that makes this nation unique in history.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Freedom-Making-Western-Culture/dp/0465025323/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Freedom+in+the+Making+of+Western+Culture&qid=1638206847&qsid=146-1622928-9670902&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=0465025323%2C0465025358%2C1645720071%2C1999240502%2C0609809644%2C0226773876%2C0415717841%2C1982100540%2C1633535835%2C0385544057%2C0736975489%2CB08HGGZHQ8%2CB09FG78NRW%2C1138709204%2C9042022671%2C9004279830&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Lessons-Least-These-Woodson-Principles/dp/1642936472/


 

12.​Culture Worrier, Clarence Page 

Pulitzer Prize winner Clarence Page is one of the most nationally recognized and highly regarded 
syndicated columnists in the country. His newest book commemorates the 30th anniversary of 
his column's first appearance in the Chicago Tribune. It is the first such collection, and a long 
overdue archive of his best work covering a wide range of topics. Page has been a broadcast 
mainstay for decades, and his column, which is featured in over 150 newspapers, provides keen 
insight on the day's most pressing issues. While Page is known for his liberal-leaning views, 
readers have always appreciated his unbiased approach in directing criticism across the political 
spectrum. 

13.​Black Eye for America, Carol Swain  

In Black Eye for America: How Critical Race Theory Is Burning Down the House, Carol 
Swain and Christopher Schorr expose the true nature of Critical Race Theory, and they offer 
concrete solutions for taking back the country's stolen institutions. They describe CRT in theory 
and practice, accounting for its origins and weaponization within American schools and 
workplaces; explain how this ideology threatens traditional American values and legal doctrines, 
including civil rights; and equip everyday Americans with strategies to help them resist and 
defeat CRT's pernicious influence. 

14.​Agency, Ian Rowe 

How can we empower America’s children? That question has driven Ian Rowe throughout his 
career. He served ten years as CEO of Public Prep, a network of charter schools in the South 
Bronx, and held senior roles at places such as the White House, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, and MTV. At each juncture, he noticed that young people—especially those from 
minority and underprivileged backgrounds—were receiving and unfortunately often absorbing a 
cultural narrative that devastated their chances of success. Moreover, they were growing up in 
communities with high concentrations of fragile families, lack of school choice, declines in 
religiosity, and significant unemployment. ​
​
The debilitating narrative combined with their challenging conditions communicated to young 
people that they were victims of forces beyond their control, that their destinies were not up to 
them. Rowe resolved to promote a rewrite of the victimhood narrative and to champion a change 
in institutions. An overhaul of both, he realized, is the only way to impress upon children that 
they have the power to live the lives of their choosing. ​
​
To be clear, Rowe fully acknowledges the reality of societal barriers in disadvantaged 
communities. That’s why, in addition to a personal conviction in their own potential, kids 
need the nurturing structure, the consistent discipline, and the moral direction that social 
institutions traditionally have provided. In particular, they need Family, Religion, Education, 
and Entrepreneurship—the very pillars that have crumbled in our most disadvantaged 
communities.​

https://www.amazon.com/Culture-Worrier-Selected-1984-2014-Reflections/dp/193284192X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=clarence+page&qid=1637769604&qsid=143-1129778-4255734&sr=8-1&sres=193284192X%2CB01GUP5YY0%2CB08CGDMP4N%2CB01LZ3RLPC%2CB00IAVI3CS%2CB082KZ8ZGM%2CB09JRFSRP7%2CB0169P8TVQ%2CB00ILVHBKC%2CB00M9K7L8S%2C1948122731%2CB07CRK4J3S%2CB0862XYPWQ%2CB07DYFD4TR%2CB07GSRQ1TJ%2C1614271046
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Eye-America-Carol-Swain/dp/1737419807/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=carol+swain&qid=1637767166&qsid=143-1129778-4255734&sr=8-3&sres=1737419807%2C0785253122%2C1949921832%2C1641772212%2C0521545587%2C163525146X%2C1522055274%2C1108454674%2C0761834079%2C1560971991%2C0761804137%2CB01DM2FV1U%2CB08JJSVGPS%2CB013XS01G8%2CB074NGKD19%2CB001AOZTL0&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Agency-F-R-Children-Victimhood-Narrative/dp/1599475839/


​
Rowe further incorporates into his argument the voices of individuals struggling in broken 
environments, giving them a platform they are not normally afforded. Their direct testimony 
underscores the perverse incentives that flood into neighborhoods stripped of society’s mediating 
institutions. It also reveals the hunger of young people for the kind of information Rowe 
provides—a desire to better themselves, their families, and their communities.  

15.​Race and Justice in America: The Civil Rights Movement, Black Lives Matter, and the 
Way Forward, Ismael Hernandez 

Race and Justice in America tackles the most enduring and provocative issues with a rare 
combination of intellectual sophistication and bracing realism. Featuring the writings of John 
Sibley Butler, Ismael Hernandez, and Kevin Schmiesing, this collection is an original and needed 
contribution to our national discourse. 

16.​Sea People: The Puzzle of Polynesia - Christina Thompson  

A blend of Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel and Simon Winchester’s Pacific, a thrilling 
intellectual detective story that looks deep into the past to uncover who first settled the islands of 
the remote Pacific, where they came from, how they got there, and how we know.​
​
For more than a millennium, Polynesians have occupied the remotest islands in the Pacific 
Ocean, a vast triangle stretching from Hawaii to New Zealand to Easter Island. Until the arrival 
of European explorers they were the only people to have ever lived there. Both the most closely 
related and the most widely dispersed people in the world before the era of mass migration, 
Polynesians can trace their roots to a group of epic voyagers who ventured out into the unknown 
in one of the greatest adventures in human history. 

How did the earliest Polynesians find and colonize these far-flung islands? How did a people 
without writing or metal tools conquer the largest ocean in the world? This conundrum, which 
came to be known as the Problem of Polynesian Origins, emerged in the eighteenth century as 
one of the great geographical mysteries of mankind. 

For Christina Thompson, this mystery is personal: her Maori husband and their sons descend 
directly from these ancient navigators. In Sea People, Thompson explores the fascinating story 
of these ancestors, as well as those of the many sailors, linguists, archaeologists, folklorists, 
biologists, and geographers who have puzzled over this history for three hundred years. A 
masterful mix of history, geography, anthropology, and the science of navigation, Sea People 
combines the thrill of exploration with the drama of discovery in a vivid tour of one of the most 
captivating regions in the world. 

17.​American Awakening, Joshua Mitchell 

America has always been committed to the idea that citizens can work together to build a 
common world. Today, three afflictions keep us from pursuing that noble ideal. The first and 
most obvious affliction is identity politics, which seeks to transform America by turning politics 
into a religious venue of sacrificial offering. For now, the sacrificial scapegoat is the white, 

https://www.amazon.com/Race-Justice-America-Movement-Forward/dp/1737887908/
https://www.amazon.com/Race-Justice-America-Movement-Forward/dp/1737887908/
https://www.amazon.com/American-Awakening-Identity-Politics-Afflictions/dp/1641771305/


heterosexual, man. After he is humiliated and purged, who will be the object of cathartic rage? 
White women? Black men? Identity politics is the anti-egalitarian spiritual eugenics of our age. 
It demands that pure and innocent groups ascend, and the stained transgressor groups be purged. 

The second affliction is that citizens oscillate back and forth, in bipolar fashion, at one moment 
feeling invincible on their social media platforms and, the next, feeling impotent to face the 
everyday problems of life without the guidance of experts and global managers. Third, 
Americans are afflicted by a disease that cannot quite be named, characterized by an addictive 
hope that they can find cheap shortcuts that bypass the difficult labors of everyday life. Instead of 
real friendship, we seek social media “friends.” 

Instead of meals at home, we order “fast food.” Instead of real shopping, we “shop” online. 
Instead of counting on our families and neighbors to address our problems, we look to the state 
to take care of us. In its many forms, this disease promises release from our labors, yet 
impoverishes us all. American Awakening chronicles all of these problems, yet gives us hope for 
the future. 
 

18.​The Power of Babel: A Natural History of Language, John McWhorter 

In the first book written for the layperson about the natural history of language, linguistic 
professor John McWhorter ranges across linguistic theory, geography, history, and pop culture to 
tell the fascinating story of how thousands of very different languages have evolved from a 
single, original source in a natural process similar to biological evolution. 

There are approximately six thousand languages on Earth today, each a descendant of the tongue 
first spoken by Homo sapiens some 150,000 years ago. While laying out how languages mix and 
mutate over time, linguistics professor John McWhorter reminds us of the variety within the 
species that speaks them, and argues that, contrary to popular perception, language is not 
immutable and hidebound, but a living, dynamic entity that adapts itself to an ever-changing 
human environment. Full of humor and imaginative insight, The Power of Babel draws its 
illustrative examples from languages around the world, including pidgins, Creoles, and 
nonstandard dialects. 
 

19.​Woke Racism, John McWhorter 
 

Americans of good will on both the left and the right are secretly asking themselves the same 
question: how has the conversation on race in America gone so crazy? We’re told to read books 
and listen to music by people of color but that wearing certain clothes is “appropriation.” We 
hear that being white automatically gives you privilege and that being Black makes you a victim. 
We want to speak up but fear we’ll be seen as unwoke, or worse, labeled a racist. According to 
John McWhorter, the problem is that a well-meaning but pernicious form of antiracism has 
become, not a progressive ideology, but a religion—and one that’s illogical, unreachable, and 
unintentionally neoracist.​
 ​
In Woke Racism, McWhorter reveals the workings of this new religion, from the original sin of 
“white privilege” and the weaponization of cancel culture to ban heretics, to the evangelical 
fervor of the “woke mob.” He shows how this religion that claims to “dismantle racist structures” 



is actually harming his fellow Black Americans by infantilizing Black people, setting Black 
students up for failure, and passing policies that disproportionately damage Black communities. 
The new religion might be called “antiracism,” but it features a racial essentialism that’s barely 
distinguishable from racist arguments of the past.​
 ​
Fortunately for Black America, and for all of us, it’s not too late to push back against woke 
racism. McWhorter shares scripts and encouragement with those trying to deprogram friends and 
family. And most importantly, he offers a roadmap to justice that actually will help, not hurt, 
Black America. 

20.​Shame: How America’s Past Sins Have Polarized our Country, Shelby Steele 

The United States today is hopelessly polarized; the political Right and Left have hardened into 
rigid and deeply antagonistic camps, preventing any sort of progress. Amid the bickering and 
inertia, the promise of the 1960s -- when we came together as a nation to fight for equality and 
universal justice -- remains unfulfilled.​
​
As Shelby Steele reveals in Shame, the roots of this impasse can be traced back to that decade of 
protest, when in the act of uncovering and dismantling our national hypocrisies -- racism, 
sexism, militarism -- liberals internalized the idea that there was something inauthentic, if not 
evil, in the America character. Since then, liberalism has been wholly concerned with redeeming 
modern American from the sins of the past, and has derived its political legitimacy from the 
premise of a morally bankrupt America. The result has been a half-century of well-intentioned 
but ineffective social programs, such as Affirmative Action. Steele reveals that not only have 
these programs failed, but they have in almost every case actively harmed America's minorities 
and poor. Ultimately, Steele argues, post-60s liberalism has utterly failed to achieve its stated 
aim: true equality. Liberals, intending to atone for our past sins, have ironically perpetuated the 
exploitation of this country's least fortunate citizens.​
​
It therefore falls to the Right to defend the American dream. Only by reviving our founding 
principles of individual freedom and merit-based competition can the fraught legacy of American 
history be redeemed, and only through freedom can we ever hope to reach equality.​
​
Approaching political polarization from a wholly new perspective, Steele offers a rigorous 
critique of the failures of liberalism and a cogent argument for the relevance and power of 
conservatism. 

21.​White Guilt:  How Blacks and Whites Together Destroyed the Promise of the Civil 
Rights Era, Shelby Steele 

In 1955 the killers of Emmett Till, a black Mississippi youth, were acquitted because they were 
white. Forty years later, despite the strong DNA evidence against him, accused murderer O. J. 
Simpson went free after his attorney portrayed him as a victim of racism. The age of white 
supremacy has given way to an age of white guilt—and neither has been good for African 
Americans. 



Through articulate analysis and engrossing recollections, acclaimed race relations scholar Shelby 
Steele sounds a powerful call for a new culture of personal responsibility. 
 

22.​You Need a Schoolhouse, Stephanie Deutsch 
 

Booker T. Washington, the founder of Tuskegee Institute, and Julius Rosenwald, the president of 
Sears, Roebuck, and Company, first met in 1911 at a Chicago luncheon. By charting the lives of 
these two men both before and after the meeting, Stephanie Deutsch offers a fascinating glimpse 
into the partnership that would bring thousands of modern schoolhouses to African American 
communities in the rural South in the era leading up to the civil rights movement. Trim and vital 
at just shy of fifty, Rosenwald was the extraordinarily rich chairman of one of the nation’s largest 
businesses, interested in using his fortune to do good not just in his own Jewish community but 
also to promote the well-being of African Americans. ​
​
Washington, though widely admired, had weathered severe crises both public and private in his 
fifty-six years. He had dined with President Theodore Roosevelt and drunk tea with Queen 
Victoria, but he had also been assaulted on a street in New York City. He had suffered personal 
heartbreak, years of overwork, and the discouraging knowledge that, despite his optimism and 
considerable success, conditions for African Americans were not improving as he had assumed 
they would. From within his own community, Washington faced the bitter charge of 
accommodationism that haunts his legacy to this day. Despite their differences, the two men 
would work together well and their collaboration would lead to the building of five thousand 
schoolhouses. By the time segregation ended, the “Rosenwald Schools” that sprang from this 
unlikely partnership were educating one third of the South’s African American children. These 
schoolhouses represent a significant step in the ongoing endeavor to bring high quality education 
to every child in the United States—an ideal that remains to be realized even today. 

23.​Rock of the Marne, Stephen L. Harris 

The stirring account of the Third U.S. Infantry Division in the Second Battle of the 
Marne—where the tide of World War I was finally turned…​
​
The soldiers of the Third U.S. Infantry Division in World War I were outnumbered and 
inexperienced young men facing hardened veterans, but their actions proved to be a turning point 
during the last German offensive of World War I.​
​
In stopping three German divisions from crossing the Marne River, these heroic American 
soldiers blocked the road to Paris east of Château-Thierry, helped save the French capital and, in 
doing so, played a key role in turning the tide of the war. The Allies then began a 
counteroffensive that drove the enemy back to the Hindenburg Line, and four months later the 
war was over.​
​
Rock of the Marne follows the Third Division’s Sixth Brigade, which took the brunt of the 
German attack. The officers, many of them West Pointers and elite Ivy Leaguers, fighting 
side-by-side with enlisted men—city dwellers and country boys, cowboys and coal miners who 
came from every corner of America along with newly planted immigrants from 

https://www.amazon.com/You-Need-Schoolhouse-Washington-Segregated/dp/0810131277/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00SI0282C/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p1_i1


Europe—answered their country’s call to duty.​
​
This is the gripping true account of one of the most important—yet least explored—battles of 
World War I. 

24.​Taboo, Wilfred Reilly 

It has become virtually impossible to honestly discuss race, gender, and class issues in 
mainstream American society because if you dare repeat certain "tabooo truths," you'll be 
ostracized as a bigot. Professor Wilfred Reilly (author of Hate Crime Hoax) fearlessly presents 
10 of these truths here and investigates why the mainstream is so afraid to acknowledge that 
they're true. Among these taboo truths:​
* Men and women are different, although equal. ​
* There is no epidemic of police murdering Black people. The year Black Lives Matter began, 
cops shot under 1,200 people, and only 258 of them were Black.​
* Crime rates vary among ethnic groups. The Black violent crime rate is about 2.4 times the 
white rate.​
* There are almost no "pay gaps" between big groups, when variables other than race and sex are 
adjusted for. 

 
25.​The Bathwater Brigade, Jefferson Shupe 

A Texas college town erupts with racial accusations following the police shooting of an unarmed 
black man. Wanting the officer to get a fair trial, Jace Kartchner and a handful of friends secretly 
work to thwart the violent group, Zero Supremacy, from controlling public opinion.Deep in his 
fight against the Zeroes, Jace also discovers the Bathwater Brigade, a student club aimed at 
teaching new ways to think and to effectively interact with anyone about big ideas. A campus 
tradition for generations, the Brigade is now hanging on by a thread as college administration 
looks for any excuse to shut it down for good.Jace is challenged as never before as he questions 
his beliefs and behavior, struggles to keep his old and new friends, and finds that he has 
accidentally given college administration the excuse it has been waiting for. 
 
 

26.​Discrimination and Disparities, Thomas Sowell 
 
An enlarged edition of Thomas Sowell's brilliant examination of the origins of economic 
disparities. 
​
Economic and other outcomes differ vastly among individuals, groups, and nations. Many 
explanations have been offered for the differences. Some believe that those with less fortunate 
outcomes are victims of genetics. Others believe that those who are less fortunate are victims of 
the more fortunate. 
​
Discrimination and Disparities gathers a wide array of empirical evidence to challenge the idea 
that different economic outcomes can be explained by any one factor, be it discrimination, 
exploitation, or genetics. This revised and enlarged edition also analyzes the human 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07YL539K6/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p1_i0


consequences of the prevailing social vision of these disparities and the policies based on that 
vision--from educational disasters to widespread crime and violence. 
 
 

27.​Thomas Sowell, Basic Economics 
 
Basic Economics is a citizen's guide to economics, written for those who want to understand how 
the economy works but have no interest in jargon or equations. Bestselling economist Thomas 
Sowell explains the general principles underlying different economic systems: capitalist, 
socialist, feudal, and so on. In readable language, he shows how to critique economic policies in 
terms of the incentives they create, rather than the goals they proclaim. With clear explanations 
of the entire field, from rent control and the rise and fall of businesses to the international 
balance of payments, this is the first book for anyone who wishes to understand how the 
economy functions.​
​
This fifth edition includes a new chapter explaining the reasons for large differences of wealth 
and income between nations.​
​
Drawing on lively examples from around the world and from centuries of history, Sowell 
explains basic economic principles for the general public in plain English. 

 

28.​Nicholas Edwards, Stand and Deliver 

Based on the critically acclaimed movie, this story chronicles the work of teacher Jaime 
Escalante, recounting the inspiration and care he gave to troubled Los Angeles teenagers 

 

29.​Race & Economics, Walter E Williams 

Walter E. Williams applies an economic analysis to the problems black Americans have faced in 
the past and still face in the present to show that that free-market resource allocation, as opposed 
to political allocation, is in the best interests of minorities. He debunks many common labor 
market myths and reveals how excessive government regulation and the minimum-wage law 
have imposed incalculable harm on the most disadvantaged members of our society. 

 

30.​Up from the Projects: An Autobiography, Walter E Williams 

Nationally syndicated columnist and prolific author Walter E. Williams recalls some of the 
highlights and turning points of his life. From his lower middle class beginnings in a mixed but 
predominantly black neighborhood in West Philadelphia to his department chair at George 
Mason University, Williams tells an "only in America" story of a life of achievement. 

 



31.​De-Bunking Zinn: Exposing the Fake History that Turned a Generation against America, 
Mary Grabar 

 
Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States has sold more than 2.5 million copies. It 
is pushed by Hollywood celebrities, defended by university professors who know better, and 
assigned in high school and college classrooms to teach students that American history is nothing 
more than a litany of oppression, slavery, and exploitation. ​
​
Zinn’s history is popular, but it is also massively wrong.​
​
Scholar Mary Grabar exposes just how wrong in her stunning new book Debunking Howard 
Zinn, which demolishes Zinn’s Marxist talking points that now dominate American education.  
Grabar also reveals Zinn’s bag of dishonest rhetorical tricks: his slavish reliance on partisan 
history, explicit rejection of historical balance, and selective quotation of sources to make them 
say the exact opposite of what their authors intended.  
 

32.​Always Erin, Erin Brewer and Maria Keffler 

When Erin was a very little girl, two men hurt her. She thought that she got hurt because she was 
a girl, and if she became a boy, she would never be hurt like that again. But with the help of 
some wise and supportive adults, Erin learned that hurts can happen to anyone. She learned how 
to love herself as a girl again, and to know that no matter what, she was Always Erin. 

 

33.​Democracy: Stories from the Long Road to Freedom, Condoleezza Rice 

From the former secretary of state and bestselling author -- a sweeping look at the global struggle 
for democracy and why America must continue to support the cause of human freedom.​
​
"This heartfelt and at times very moving book shows why democracy proponents are so 
committed to their work...Both supporters and skeptics of democracy promotion will come away 
from this book wiser and better informed." -- The New York Times​
​
From the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union to the ongoing struggle for 
human rights in the Middle East, Condoleezza Rice has served on the front lines of history. As a 
child, she was an eyewitness to a third awakening of freedom, when her hometown of 
Birmingham, Alabama, became the epicenter of the civil rights movement for black Americans.​
​
In this book, Rice explains what these epochal events teach us about democracy. At a time when 
people around the world are wondering whether democracy is in decline, Rice shares insights 
from her experiences as a policymaker, scholar, and citizen, in order to put democracy's 
challenges into perspective.​
​
When the United States was founded, it was the only attempt at self-government in the world. 
Today more than half of all countries qualify as democracies, and in the long run that number 



will continue to grow. Yet nothing worthwhile ever comes easily. Using America's long struggle 
as a template, Rice draws lessons for democracy around the world -- from Russia, Poland, and 
Ukraine, to Kenya, Colombia, and the Middle East. She finds that no transitions to democracy 
are the same because every country starts in a different place. Pathways diverge and sometimes 
circle backward. Time frames for success vary dramatically, and countries often suffer false 
starts before getting it right. But, Rice argues, that does not mean they should not try. While the 
ideal conditions for democracy are well known in academia, they never exist in the real world. 
The question is not how to create perfect circumstances but how to move forward under difficult 
ones.​
​
These same insights apply in overcoming the challenges faced by governments today. The 
pursuit of democracy is a continuing struggle shared by people around the world, whether they 
are opposing authoritarian regimes, establishing new democratic institutions, or reforming 
mature democracies to better live up to their ideals. The work of securing it is never finished. 

 

34.​Self-Portrait in Black and White, Thomas Chatterton Williams 

The son of a “black” father and a “white” mother, Thomas Chatterton Williams found himself 
questioning long-held convictions about race upon the birth of his blond-haired, blue-eyed 
daughter―and came to realize that these categories cannot adequately capture either of them, or 
anyone else. In telling the story of his family’s multigenerational transformation from what is 
called black to what is assumed to be white, he reckons with the way we choose to see and define 
ourselves. Self-Portrait in Black and White is a beautifully written, urgent work for our time. 

 

35.​Maverick: A Biography of Thomas Sowell, Justin L Riley 

Thomas Sowell is one of the great social theorists of our age. In a career spanning more than a 
half century, he has written over thirty books, covering topics from economic history and social 
inequality to political theory, race, and culture. His bold and unsentimental assaults on liberal 
orthodoxy have endeared him to many readers but have also enraged fellow intellectuals, the 
civil-rights establishment, and much of the mainstream media. The result has been a lack of 
acknowledgment of his scholarship among critics who prioritize political correctness. 
  
In the first-ever biography of Sowell, Jason L. Riley gives this iconic thinker his due and 
responds to the detractors. Maverick showcases Sowell's most significant writings and traces the 
life events that shaped his ideas and resulted in a Black orphan from the Jim Crow South 
becoming one of our foremost public intellectuals. 
 

36.​The Anatomy of Racial Inequality, Glenn C Loury 

Why are Black Americans so persistently confined to the margins of society? And why do they 
fail across so many metrics—wages, unemployment, income levels, test scores, incarceration 
rates, health outcomes? Known for his influential work on the economics of racial inequality and 



for pioneering the link between racism and social capital, Glenn Loury is not afraid of piercing 
orthodoxies and coming to controversial conclusions. In this now classic work, he describes how 
a vicious cycle of tainted social information helped create the racial stereotypes that rationalize 
and sustain discrimination.​
​
Brilliant in its account of how racial classifications are created and perpetuated, and how they 
resonate through the social, psychological, spiritual, and economic life of the nation, this 
compelling and passionate book gives us a new way of seeing—and of seeing beyond—the 
damning categorization of race. 

 

37.​Johnny the Walrus, Matt Walsh 

Johnny is a little boy with a big imagination. One day he pretends to be a big scary dinosaur, the 
next day he’s a knight in shining armor or a playful puppy. But when the internet people find out 
Johnny likes to make-believe, he’s forced to make a decision between the little boy he is and the 
things he pretends to be — and he’s not allowed to change his mind.  

 
38.​How Will You Measure Your Life, Clayton M Christiansen 

 
From the world’s leading thinker on innovation and New York Times bestselling author of The 
Innovator’s Dilemma, Clayton M. Christensen, comes an unconventional book of inspiration and 
wisdom for achieving a fulfilling life. Christensen’s The Innovator’s Dilemma, notably the only 
business book that Apple’s Steve Jobs said “deeply influenced” him, is widely recognized as one 
of the most significant business books ever published. Now, in the tradition of Randy 
Pausch’s The Last Lecture and Anna Quindlen’s A Short Guide to a Happy Life, 
Christensen’s How Will You Measure Your Life is with a book of lucid observations and 
penetrating insights designed to help any reader—student or teacher, mid-career professional or 
retiree, parent or child—forge their own paths to fulfillment. 
 
 

39.​Let’s Roll, Lisa Beamer 
 
Lisa Beamer was thrust into the national spotlight after her husband, Todd, led a counterattack 
against terrorists on United Flight 93. He―and all the other passenger heroes―lost their lives in 
a Pennsylvania field. Todd’s last known words, “Let’s roll!” have become a rallying cry for the 
entire American nation. Let’s Roll! is a message of character, courage, and undeniable faith in the 
face of horrifying tragedy, and encourages anyone who reads it to live real life right now . . . and 
to have confidence and hope for the future. 
 
 

40.​Make Your Bed, Admiral William H. McRaven 

If you want to change the world, start off by making your bed. 



On May 17, 2014, Admiral William H. McRaven addressed the graduating class of the 
University of Texas at Austin on their Commencement day. Taking inspiration from the 
university's slogan, "What starts here changes the world," he shared the ten principles he learned 
during Navy Seal training that helped him overcome challenges not only in his training and long 
Naval career, but also throughout his life; and he explained how anyone can use these basic 
lessons to change themselves-and the world-for the better. 

Admiral McRaven's original speech went viral with over 10 million views. Building on the core 
tenets laid out in his speech, McRaven now recounts tales from his own life and from those of 
people he encountered during his military service who dealt with hardship and made tough 
decisions with determination, compassion, honor, and courage. Told with great humility and 
optimism, this timeless book provides simple wisdom, practical advice, and words of 
encouragement that will inspire readers to achieve more, even in life's darkest moments. 
 

41.​Tuttle Twins 12 Book Combo Pack, Connor Boyack 
 
This complete Tuttle Twins 12 book set includes the following 12 paperback books full of bright, 
engaging illustrations, this unique book introduces your child to fundamental principles that 
schools no longer teach:​
​
*The Law​
*Miraculous Pencil​
*Search for Atlas​
*Food Truck Fiasco​
*Road to Surfdom​
*Fate of the Future​
*Spectacular Show Business​
*Education Vacation​
*The Golden Rule​
*The Creature from Jekyll Island​
*The Messed Up Market​
​
Great for teaching children and learning the foundations of a variety of topics like economics, 
business, teamwork, and more! Perfect introduction to the constitution, freedom, laws, liberty, 
and financial practices!​
​
Leviathan Crisis: Based on the book Crisis and Leviathan by Robert Higgs, this story finds the 
twins learning the power of truth in a world filled with fearmongering, ignorance, Trojan horses, 
and demagogues!​
​
The Golden Rule: There is one universal principle that we should treat others the way we want 
them to treat us. Ethan and Emily Tuttle embark on their first summer camp adventure where 
they learn this lesson firsthand. Chief Ron and his camp counselors help the twins and their 
teammates learn the dangers of aggression, revenge, and blowback!​
​
The Law: What are individual rights, and where do they come from? Should the government 



help people, or should we? Ethan and Emily explore these and more questions as they learn 
about the law.​
​
Education Vacation: After hearing an award-winning teacher discuss some problems with 
schooling and share a vision for how children are best educated, the Tuttle family decides to 
embark on a new learning adventure. 

 
42.​Irreversible Damage, Abigail Shrier 

Until just a few years ago, gender dysphoria—severe discomfort in one’s biological sex—was 
vanishingly rare. It was typically found in less than .01 percent of the population, emerged in 
early childhood, and afflicted males almost exclusively.​
​
But today whole groups of female friends in colleges, high schools, and even middle schools 
across the country are coming out as “transgender.” These are girls who had never experienced 
any discomfort in their biological sex until they heard a coming-out story from a speaker at a 
school assembly or discovered the internet community of trans “influencers.”​
​
Unsuspecting parents are awakening to find their daughters in thrall to hip trans YouTube stars 
and “gender-affirming” educators and therapists who push life-changing interventions on young 
girls—including medically unnecessary double mastectomies and puberty blockers that can 
cause permanent infertility. 

 

43.​No Way Home, Wayne Winegarden, Kerry Jackson, Christopher F. Rufo, Joseph 
Tartakovsky 

In San Diego, not far from the gates of the fantasy world of Disneyland, tent cities lining the 
freeways remind us of an ugly reality. Homeless individuals are slowing rail traffic between 
Sacramento and the Bay Area and swarming subway trains in Los Angeles in search of a place to 
sleep when they’re not languishing on Skid Row. Drug use among the homeless is plaguing 
communities, with discarded needles threatening children playing at public parks. And every day 
across California, thousands of homeless youth who lack safe and stable housing struggle to stay 
in school, to perform well academically, and to form meaningful connections with their teachers 
and peers.​
​
Since the 1980s, countless research studies have been published on the topic of homelessness in 
America. Too often, however, social science research on homelessness is narrow in scope, mired 
in politics, and reliant on questionable assumptions about the root causes of the problem. The 
severity of the homeless crises afflicting cities requires innovative solutions backed by credible 
data and objective research.​
​
This book examines the causes of homelessness with a focus on unaffordable housing, poverty, 
mental illness, substance addiction, and legal reform. It examines the state and local policy 



environment to determine ways in which housing policy, social service programs, and 
employment opportunities interact to exacerbate, perpetuate, or reduce homelessness. The book 
also evaluates different strategies being used at the state, county, and local levels to prevent or 
reduce homelessness. Finally, the authors provide a mix of long-term policy solutions based on 
their findings that have the greatest potential to reduce homelessness. 

 

44.​Columbus on Himself, Felipe Ferndandez-Armesto 

Intended as an antidote to potted biographies and piecemeal reconstructions of his voyages, this 
volume draws on judicious selections from Christopher Columbus's own 
writings--chronologically arranged, and translated into idiomatic English--to relate his 
self-perception and personal history, as far as is possible, in his own words. The result is a full 
and vivid (and often surprising) portrait of this complex man and the role he thought he was 
destined to play as God's instrument on earth. 

Twenty-four illustrations, maps of Columbus's routes across the Atlantic and his travels in the 
West Indies, and an index further enhance this introduction to his life and discoveries. 

 

45.​Admiral of the Ocean Sea, Samuel Eliot Morison 

This book Presents Columbus in a realistic and non-idealised manner. It logically disputes 
theories that have been used to disparage Columbus, yet honestly portrays his treatment of the 
native Americans he encountered. Having spent 2 years travelling the sea routes that Columbus 
pioneered you get a sense of the adventure, excitement and boredom that Columbus and his men 
must have felt. 

 

46.​Slanted, Sharyl Attkisson 

When the facts don’t fit their Narrative, the media abandons the facts, not the Narrative. Virtually 
every piece of information you get through the media has been massaged, shaped, curated, and 
manipulated before it reaches you. Some of it is censored entirely. The news can no longer be 
counted on to reflect all the facts. Instead of telling us what happened yesterday, they tell us 
what’s new in the prepackaged soap opera they’ve been calling the news. 

For the past four years, five-time Emmy Award–winning investigative journalist and New York 
Times bestselling author Sharyl Attkisson has been collecting and dissecting alarming incidents 
tracing the shocking devolution of what used to be the most respected news organizations on the 
planet. For the first time, top news executives and reporters representing every major national 
television news outlet—from ABC, CBS, NBC, and CNN to FOX and MSNBC—speak frankly, 
confiding in Attkisson about the death of the news as they once knew it. Their concern 
transcends partisan divides. 



Most frightening of all, a broad campaign in the media has convinced many Americans not only 
to accept but to demand censorship over journalism. It is a stroke of genius on the part of those 
seeking to influence public opinion: undermine public confidence in the news, then insist upon 
“curating” information and divining the “truth.” The thinking is done for you. They’ll decide 
which pesky facts shouldn’t cross your desk by declaring them false, irrelevant, debunked, 
unsafe, or out-of-bounds. 

We have reached a state of utter absurdity, where journalism schools teach students that their 
own, personal truth or chosen narratives matter more than reality. In Slanted, Attkisson digs into 
the language of propagandists, the persistence of false media narratives, the driving forces 
behind today's dangerous blend of facts and opinion, the abandonment of journalism ethics, and 
the new, Orwellian definition of what it means to report the news.  
 

47.​One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, Alexander Solzhenitsyn 

In the madness of World War II, a dutiful Russian soldier is wrongfully convicted of treason and 
sentenced to ten years in a Siberian labor camp. So begins this masterpiece of modern Russian 
fiction, a harrowing account of a man who has conceded to all things evil with dignity and 
strength. 

 First published in 1962, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich is considered one of the most 
significant works ever to emerge from Soviet Russia. Illuminating a dark chapter in Russian 
history, it is at once a graphic picture of work camp life and a moving tribute to man’s will to 
prevail over relentless dehumanization. 

 

48.​From the Foster House to the White House, Terrence K Williams 

This is the poignant and triumphant story of Terrence K. Williams, who was born into nothing; 
neglected, starved, abused, and beaten, a product of the foster home system. He grew up without 
a table to sit at, let alone food to eat, yet today is endeared by millions of fans and followers...and 
welcomed at the White House!​
​
A heart-wrenching yet ultimately victorious story, you'll cry and laugh as you experience his life 
through Terrence's eyes. With the odds stacked against him, Terrence believed that a hard life is 
still a valuable life. He let his deprived upbringing shape him, not destroy him. Surrounded by a 
victim hood mentality, he pushed himself to reject the acceptance that his life would never be 
better. Today he's a popular voice for common-sense and a defender of freedom.​
​
This is the story of being let down by a system but not letting yourself down. If you're facing 
challenges and obstacles that seem insurmountable, Terrence's story will inspire and motivate 
you to find opportunities to grow in whatever situation you face. You'll discover how you can 
join Terrence as a part of the American Dream! 



49.​Lady Editor: Sarah Josepha Hale and the Making of the Modern American Woman, 
Melanie Kirkpatrick 

For half a century Sarah Josepha Hale was the most influential woman in America. As editor 
of Godey’s Lady’s Book, Hale was the leading cultural arbiter for the growing nation. 
Women (and many men) turned to her for advice on what to read, what to cook, how to 
behave, and―most important―what to think. Twenty years before the declaration of 
women’s rights in Seneca Falls, NY, Sarah Josepha Hale used her powerful pen to promote 
women’s right to an education, to work, and to manage their own money. 

There is hardly an aspect of nineteenth-century culture in which Hale did not figure 
prominently as a pathbreaker. She was one of the first editors to promote American authors 
writing on American themes. Her stamp of approval advanced the reputations of Edgar Allan 
Poe, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Nathaniel Hawthorne. She wrote the first antislavery novel, 
compiled the first women’s history book, and penned the most recognizable verse in the 
English language, “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” 

Americans’ favorite holiday―Thanksgiving―wouldn’t exist without Hale. Re-imagining the 
New England festival as a patriotic national holiday, she conducted a decades-long campaign 
to make it happen. Abraham Lincoln took up her suggestion in 1863 and proclaimed the first 
national Thanksgiving. 

Most of the women’s equity issues that Hale championed have been achieved, or nearly so. 
But women’s roles in the “domestic sphere” are arguably less valued today than in Hale’s era. 
Her beliefs about women’s obligations to family, moral leadership, and principal role in 
raising children continue to have relevance at a time when many American women think 
feminism has failed them. We could benefit from re-examining her arguments to honor 
women’s special roles and responsibilities. 

Lady Editor re-creates the life of a major nineteenth-century woman, whose career as a 
writer, editor, and early feminist encompassed ideas central to American history. 

 

50.​Land of Hope: An Invitation to the Great American Story, Wilfred M McClay 
 

For too long we’ve lacked a compact, inexpensive, authoritative, and compulsively readable 
book that offers American readers a clear, informative, and inspiring narrative account of their 
country. Such a fresh retelling of the American story is especially needed today, to shape and 
deepen young Americans’ sense of the land they inhabit, help them to understand its roots and 
share in its memories, all the while equipping them for the privileges and responsibilities of 
citizenship in American society 
 
The existing texts simply fail to tell that story with energy and conviction. Too often they reflect 
a fragmented outlook that fails to convey to American readers the grand trajectory of their own 
history. 



 
This state of affairs cannot continue for long without producing serious consequences. A great 
nation needs and deserves a great and coherent narrative, as an expression of its own 
self-understanding and its aspirations; and it needs to be able to convey that narrative to its 
young effectively. Of course, it goes without saying that such a narrative cannot be a fairy tale of 
the past. It will not be convincing if it is not truthful. But as Land of Hope brilliantly shows, 
there is no contradiction between a truthful account of the American past and an inspiring one. 
Readers of Land of Hope will find both in its pages. 

 

 


