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Abstract

Dr. Mamie Phipps Clark is a notable psychologist who was born and reared in the State of Arkansas. At

16, she moved to Washington, D. C. to attend Howard University. She was the first African American

woman and the second African American (after her husband) to receive a PhD from Columbia

University. Dr. Clark is recognized for her pioneering research on race, segregation, and prejudice and

their effects on early childhood development. Dr. Clark’s passion for her research was shared by her

husband, Dr. Kenneth Bancroft Clark. Together, the Clarks published numerous research papers on the

topic. In 1954, their work became the foundation for Mr. Thurgood Marshall’s argument before the U.S.

Supreme Court and ultimately helped change the laws regarding segregation in this country. This

remarkably humble woman, from Hot Springs, Arkansas, helped change the face of our country and the

lives of millions.
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