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 #MurderTrending 
By: Gretchen McNeil 
 
WELCOME TO THE NEAR FUTURE, where good and honest citizens can 
enjoy watching the executions of society's most infamous convicted felons, 
streaming live on The Postman app from the suburbanized prison island 
Alcatraz 2.0. When seventeen-year-old Dee Guerrera wakes up in a haze, lying 
on the ground of a dimly lit warehouse, she realizes she's about to be the next 
victim of the app. Knowing hardened criminals are getting a taste of their own 
medicine in this place is one thing, but Dee refuses to roll over and die for a 
heinous crime she didn't commit. Can Dee and her newly formed posse, the 
Death Row Breakfast Club, prove she's innocent before she ends up wrongfully 
murdered for the world to see? Or will The Postman's cast of executioners kill 
them off one by one? 
 
83 Days in Mariupol: A War Diary 
By: Don Brown 
 
A city ruined. In once quiet residential streets, two armies battle, driving people 
into cellars and basements with little food or water. No lights or heat. 
Dwindling medical supplies. Shells and bullets deliver cruel, random death to 
the young and old, men, women, and children.  
This is Mariupol, a Ukrainian city and early target of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Bordering Russian-occupied territory, the coastal city seemed doomed 
to a defeat that would come within days, if not hours. Could Mariupol and 
Ukraine survive? As Russian rockets threatened the city, Ukrainians resisted, 
and with a heroic combination of sacrifice and bravery, the besieged city 
endured... for months. But it all came at a steep cost. 
 
 
Aisle Nine 
By: Ian X. Cho 
 
Ever since the world filled with portals to hell and bloodthirsty demons started 
popping out on the reg, Jasper’s life has gotten worse and worse. A teenage 
nobody with no friends or family, he is plagued by the life he can’t remember 
and the person he’s sure he’s supposed to be. Jasper spends his days working as 
a checkout clerk at the Here for You discount mart, where a hell portal in aisle 
nine means danger every shift. But at least here he can be near the girl he’s 
crushing on—Kyle Kuan, a junior member of the monster-fighting 
Vanguard—who seems to hate Jasper for reasons he can’t remember or 
understand. But when Jasper and Kyle learn they both share a frightening 
vision of the impending apocalypse, they’re forced to team up and uncover the 
uncomfortable truth about the hell portals and the demons that haunt the 
world. Because the true monsters are not always what they seem, the past is not 
always what we wish, and, like it or not, on Black Friday, all hell will break 
loose, starting in aisle nine. 
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All Better Now  
By: Neal Shusterman 

 
A mysterious virus spreads worldwide, killing many but leaving survivors in a 
state of lasting, complete contentment. As more people embrace this new 
peace, those in power fear it will destroy productivity and profit, launching 
campaigns to portray happiness as dangerous and pushing for a vaccine. 
Meanwhile, a movement of survivors fights to spread the virus further, 
convinced it will save humanity. During the propaganda war, three very 
different teens find themselves caught in a struggle that could decide the future 
of the world. 
 
 
 
After Life 
By: Gayle Forman 
 
One spring afternoon after school, Amber arrives home on her bike. It’s just 
another perfectly normal day. But when Amber’s mom sees her, she screams. 
Because Amber died seven years ago, hit by a car while on the very same 
bicycle she’s inexplicably riding now. This return doesn’t only impact Amber. 
Her sister, Melissa, now seven years older, must be a new kind of sibling to 
Amber. Amber’s estranged parents are battling over her. And the changes ripple 
farther and farther out: Amber’s friends, boyfriend, and even people she met 
only once have been deeply affected by her life and death. In the midst of 
everyone’s turmoil, Amber is struggling with herself. What kind of person was 
she? How and why was she given this second chance? 
 
 
 
Better Than the Movies 
By: Lynn Painter 
 
Perpetual daydreamer Liz Buxbaum gave her heart to Michael a long time ago. 
But her cool, aloof forever crush never really saw her before he moved away. 
Now that he’s back in town, Liz will do whatever it takes to get on his 
radar—and maybe snag him as a prom date—even befriend Wes Bennet. The 
annoyingly attractive next-door neighbor might seem like a prime candidate 
for romantic comedy fantasies, but Wes has only been a pain in Liz’s butt since 
they were kids. Pranks involving frogs and decapitated lawn gnomes do not a 
potential boyfriend make. Yet, somehow, Wes and Michael are hitting it off, 
which means Wes is Liz’s in. But as Liz and Wes scheme to get Liz noticed by 
Michael so she can have her magical prom moment, she’s shocked to discover 
that she likes being around Wes. And as they continue to grow closer, she must 
reexamine everything she thought she knew about love—and rethink her own 
ideas of what Happily Ever After should look like. 
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Bless the Blood: A Cancer Memoir 
By: Walela Nehanda 
When Walela is diagnosed at twenty-three with advanced stage blood cancer, 
they're suddenly thrust into the unsympathetic world of tubes and pills, doctors 
who don’t use their correct pronouns, and hordes of "well-meaning" but 
patronizing people offering unsolicited advice as they navigate rocky personal 
relationships and share their story online. But this experience also deepens 
their relationship to their ancestors, providing added support from another 
realm. Walela's diagnosis becomes a catalyst for their self-realization. As they fill 
out forms in the insurance office in downtown Los Angeles or travel to therapy 
in wealthier neighborhoods, they begin to understand that cancer is where all 
forms of their oppression intersect: Disabled. Fat. Black. Queer. Nonbinary. 
 
 
 
Brownstone 
By: Samuel Teer and Mar Julia 
 
In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life.  
At home, she is a careful daughter, living within her mother’s narrow 
expectations, in her rising-soccer-star brother’s shadow, and under the abusive 
rule of her short-tempered father.  On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse 
of skill and talent. When her team qualifies for the South American 
tournament, Camila gets the chance to see just how far those talents can take 
her. In her wildest dreams, she’d get an athletic scholarship to a North 
American university. But the path ahead isn’t easy. Her parents don’t know 
about her passion. They wouldn’t allow a girl to play fútbol—and she needs 
their permission to go any farther. And the boy she once loved is back in town. 
Since he left, Diego has become an international star, playing in Italy for the 
renowned team Juventus. Camila doesn’t have time to be distracted by her 
feelings for him. Things aren’t the same as when he left: she has her own 
passions and ambitions now, and La Furia cannot be denied. As her life 
becomes more complicated, Camila is forced to face her secrets and make her 
way in a world with no place for the dreams and ambition of a girl like her. 
 
 
Call me Iggy 
By: Jorge Aguire and Rafael Rosado 
 
After bumping into Marisol at school, Ignacio “Iggy” Garcia’s world is 
spun around. But Marisol has too much going on to be bothered with 
the likes of Iggy. As Iggy stresses over how to get Marisol to like him, 
his grandfather comes to the rescue. The thing is, not only is his 
abuelito dead but he also gives terrible love advice. And so, with his 
ghost abuelito’s meddling, Iggy’s life begins to unravel as he sets off on 
a journey of self-discovery. 
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Everything We Never Had 
By: Randy Ribay 

 
The story unfolds through alternating perspectives across different time 
periods, beginning with Francisco, who immigrates to California in 1930 and 
faces prejudice and harsh labor conditions, becoming a labor activist. His son, 
Emil, grows up feeling abandoned by his activist father and strives for academic 
and professional success as an engineer, determined to avoid his father's path. 
Emil's son, Chris, rebels against his controlling father's expectations in 1983, 
reconnecting with his Filipino heritage and becoming a history teacher. Finally, 
in 2020, Chris's son, Enzo, navigates his anxiety and the arrival of his abrasive 
grandfather, Emil, during the COVID-19 pandemic, seeking to understand and 
bridge the rifts within his family. 
 
 
Heartless Hunter 
By: Kristen Ciccarelli 
 
A young woman named Rune, who is secretly a witch vigilante called the 
Crimson Moth, navigates a world where witches are hunted. She hides her 
identity while rescuing her kind, but her actions attract the attention of Gideon 
Sharpe, a ruthless witch hunter. To gain information, Rune pretends to court 
Gideon, unaware that he's also using her to find the Crimson Moth. As they 
grow closer, they must confront their feelings and the dangerous secrets they 
both hide 
 
 
 

 
Heir 
By: Sabaa Tahir 
 
An orphan. An outcast. A prince. And a killer who will bring an empire to its 
knees. Growing up in the Kegari slums, AIZ has seen her share of suffering. An 
old tragedy fuels her need for vengeance, but it is love of her people that 
propels her. Until one hotheaded mistake lands her in an inescapable prison, 
where the embers of her wrath ignite. Banished from her people for an 
unforgivable crime, SIRSHA is a down-on-her-luck tracker who uses magic to 
trace her marks. Destitute, she agrees to hunt down a killer who has murdered 
children across the Martial Empire. All she has to do is carry out the job and 
get paid. But when a chance encounter leads to an unexpected attraction, 
Sirsha learns her mission might cost her far more than she’s willing to give up.  
QUIL is the crown prince of the Empire and nephew of a venerated empress, 
but he’s loath to take the throne when his aunt steps down. As the son of a 
reviled emperor, he, better than anyone, understands that power corrupts. 
When a vicious new enemy threatens the survival of the Empire, Quil must ask 
himself if he can rise above his tragic lineage and be the heir his people need. 
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James 
By: Percival Everett 
 
When the enslaved Jim overhears that he is about to be sold to a man in New 
Orleans, separated from his wife and daughter forever, he decides to hide on 
nearby Jackson Island until he can formulate a plan. Meanwhile, Huck Finn has 
faked his own death to escape his violent father, recently returned to town. As 
all readers of American literature know, thus begins the dangerous and 
transcendent journey by raft down the Mississippi River toward the elusive and 
too-often-unreliable promise of the Free States and beyond. 
 

 
 
 
 
Looking for Smoke 
By: KA Cobell 
 
When local girl Loren includes Mara in a traditional Blackfeet Giveaway to 
honor Loren’s missing sister, Mara thinks she’ll finally make some friends on 
the Blackfeet reservation. Instead, a girl from the Giveaway, Samantha White 
Tail, is found murdered. Because the four members of the Giveaway group were 
the last to see Samantha alive, each becomes a person of interest in the 
investigation. And all of them—Mara, Loren, Brody, and Eli—have a 
complicated history with Samantha. Despite deep mistrust, the four must now 
take matters into their own hands and clear their names. Even though one of 
them may be the murderer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Powerless 
By: Lauren Roberts 
 
She is the very thing he’s spent his whole life hunting. 
He is the very thing she’s spent her whole life pretending to be.  
Paedyn Gray, an Ordinary forced to survive by posing as a Psychic, accidentally 
saves a prince and is thrust into the deadly Purging Trials—a competition 
designed to showcase powers she doesn’t have. As she struggles to hide her 
secret, she faces dangerous rivals, the threat of exposure, and complicated 
feelings for the very prince who could destroy her. 
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Project Hail Mary 
By: Andy Weir 
 
Ryland Grace is the sole survivor on a desperate, last-chance mission—and if he 
fails, humanity and the earth itself will perish. Except that right now, he doesn’t 
know that. He can’t even remember his own name, let alone the nature of his 
assignment or how to complete it. All he knows is that he’s been asleep for a 
very, very long time. And he’s just been awakened to find himself millions of 
miles from home, with nothing but two corpses for company. His crewmates 
dead, his memories fuzzily returning, Ryland realizes that an impossible task 
now confronts him. Hurtling through space on this tiny ship, it’s up to him to 
puzzle out an impossible scientific mystery—and conquer an extinction-level 
threat to our species. And with the clock ticking down and the nearest human 
being light-years away, he’s got to do it all alone. Or does he? 
 
 
Snowglobe 
By: Soyoung Park 
 
Enclosed under a vast dome, Snowglobe is the last place on Earth that’s warm. 
Outside Snowglobe is a frozen wasteland, and every day, citizens face the icy 
world to get to their jobs at the power plant, where they produce the energy 
Snowglobe needs. Their only solace comes in the form of twenty-four-hour 
television programming streamed directly from the domed city. The residents 
of Snowglobe have everything: fame, fortune, and above all, safety from the 
desolation outside their walls. In exchange, their lives are broadcast to the less 
fortunate outside, who watch eagerly, hoping for the chance to one day become 
actors themselves. Chobahm lives for the time she spends watching the shows 
produced inside Snowglobe. Her favorite? Goh Around, starring Goh Haeri, 
Snowglobe’s biggest star—and, it turns out, the key to getting Chobahm her 
dream life. Because Haeri is dead, and Chobahm has been chosen to take her 
place. Only, life inside Snowglobe is nothing like what you see on television. 
Reality is a lie, and truth seems to be forever out of reach. 
 
 
The Boys of Riverside 
By: Thomas Fuller 
 
In 2021, New York Times reporter Thomas Fuller discovered the inspiring story 
of the undefeated football team at California School for the Deaf in Riverside, 
led by their deaf coach Keith Adams. The team’s success defied stereotypes and 
offered hope during the pandemic. Parallel to this, Tre, a young athlete stepping 
into his late brother Jaxon’s shoes, feels the pressure to succeed on the court, at 
school, and in life—especially as he grows closer to gamer Khiana. Determined 
to finish what Jaxon started, Tre is set on leading his team to a long-awaited 
state championship. 
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The Collectors 
By: A.S. King 
 
From David Levithan’s story about a non-binary kid collecting pieces of other 
people’s collections to Jenny Torres Sanchez's tale of a girl gathering types of 
fire while trying not to get burned to G. Neri's piece about 1970's skaters 
seeking opportunities to go vertical—anything can be collected and in the 
hands of these award-winning and bestselling authors, any collection can tell a 
story. Nine of the best YA novelists working today have written fiction based on 
a prompt from Printz-winner A.S. King (who also contributes a story) and the 
result is itself an extraordinary collection. 

 
 
 
The Glass Girl 
By: Kathleen Glasgow 
 
Everyone in fifteen-year-old Bella’s life needs something from her. Her mom 
needs her to help around the house, her dad needs her to not make waves, her 
ex needs her to not be so much. The only person who never needed anything 
from her was her grandmother—and now she’s dead. There’s only one thing 
that dulls the pressure: alcohol. Vodka, beer, peppermint schnapps—alcohol 
smooths the sharp edges of Bella’s life. And what’s the big deal? Everyone 
drinks. Besides, Bella can stop whenever she wants. But after she gets blackout 
drunk at a Thanksgiving party and wakes up in the hospital, it’s time to face 
reality. And for Bella, reality means rehab. 

 
 
 

The Reappearance of Rachel Price 
By: Holly Jackson 
 
Lights. Camera. Lies. Eighteen-year-old Bel has lived her whole life in the 
shadow of her mom’s mysterious disappearance. Sixteen years ago, Rachel 
Price vanished, and young Bel was the only witness, but she has no memory of 
it. Rachel is gone, long presumed dead, and Bel wishes everyone would just 
move on. But the case is dredged up from the past when the Price family agrees 
to a true crime documentary. Bel can’t wait for filming to end, for life to go 
back to normal. And then the impossible happens. Rachel Price reappears, and 
life will never be normal again. Rachel has an unbelievable story about what 
happened to her. Unbelievable, because Bel isn’t sure it’s real. If Rachel is lying, 
then where has she been all this time? And—could she be dangerous? With the 
cameras still rolling, Bel must uncover the truth about her mother, and find out 
why Rachel Price really came back from the dead . . .  
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Twenty-Four Seconds from Now: A Love Story 
By: Jason Reynolds 
 
Twenty-four months ago: Neon gets chased by a dog all around the parking lot 
of a church. Not his finest moment. And definitely one he would have loved to 
forget if it weren’t for the dog’s owner: Aria. Dressed in sweats, a t-shirt, hair in 
a ponytail. Aria. Way more than fine. Twenty-four weeks ago: Neon’s dad insists 
on talking to him about tenderness and intimacy. Neon and Aria are definitely 
in love, and while they haven’t taken that next big step…yet, they’ve starting 
talking about…that. Twenty-four days ago: Neon’s mom finds her—gulp—bra in 
his room. Hey! No judging! Those hook thingies are complicated! So he’d 
figured he’d better practice, what with the big day only a month away. 
Twenty-four minutes ago: Neon leaves his shift at work at his dad’s bingo hall, 
making sure to bring some chicken tenders for Aria. They’re not candlelight 
and they definitely aren’t caviar, but they are her favorite. And right this 
second? Neon is locked in Aria’s bathroom, completely freaking out because 
twenty-four seconds from now he and Aria are about to…about to… Well, they 
won’t do anything if he can’t get out of his own head (all the advice, 
insecurities, and what ifs) and out of this bathroom. 
 
 
 
When the World Tips Over 
By: Jandy Nelson 
 
In Northern California’s scorching wine country, the three Fall siblings—Dizzy, 
a cake-baking twelve-year-old who sees spirits; Miles, a gifted and restless 
seventeen-year-old; and Wynton, a brilliant but volatile nineteen-year-old 
violinist—are still reeling from their father’s mysterious disappearance years 
ago. When a rainbow-haired stranger enters their lives, she becomes 
unexpectedly important to each of them. But before they can uncover who she 
truly is, tragedy strikes, deepening their fractures and intensifying their longing 
to be whole again. 
 
 
 
You’re Not Supposed to Die Tonight 
By: Kalynn Bayron 

 
Charity has the summer job of her dreams, playing the “final girl” at Camp 
Mirror Lake. Guests pay to be scared in this full-contact terror game, as Charity 
and her summer crew recreate scenes from a classic slasher film, The Curse of 
Camp Mirror Lake. The more realistic the fear, the better for business. But the 
last weekend of the season, Charity's co-workers begin disappearing. And when 
one ends up dead, Charity's role as the final girl suddenly becomes all too real. 
If Charity and her girlfriend Bezi hope to survive the night, they'll need to 
figure out what this killer is after. As they unravel the bloody history of the real 
Mirror Lake, Charity discovers that there may be more to the story than she 
ever suspected . . . 
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Dungeons and Drama 
By: Kristy Boyce 
 
No one loves musicals more than Riley Morris—her dream is to be a Broadway 
director. But when the spring show is canceled, Riley has to figure out a way to 
bring it back. Easier said than done—she’s stuck working at her dad’s game 
store. The place that means more to him than his family does. Riley can't waste 
time at a dead-end job when her entire future is resting on making a name for 
herself. So she convinces her co-worker Nathan Wheeler—the floppy-haired, 
glasses-wearing guy she barely knows from school—to help her. In exchange, 
she’ll help him make his gamer-girl crush jealous. Plus, it won’t hurt to show 
her egotistical ex, Paul, just what he’s missing without her. Soon, Riley and 
Nathan are “a couple,” and people seem to believe it. But selling the ruse means 
joining Nathan’s role-playing game. To Riley’s surprise, the game is almost fun. 
And even more surprising, flirting with Nathan doesn’t require as much acting 
as she thought it would. . . . 

 
 
 
Promise Boys 
By: Nick Brooks 
 
The prestigious Urban Promise Prep school might look pristine on the outside, 
but deadly secrets lurk within. When the principal ends up murdered on school 
premises and the cops come sniffing around, a trio of students—J.B., Ramón, 
and Trey—emerge as the prime suspects. They had the means, they had the 
motive... and they may have had the murder weapon. But with all three 
maintaining their innocence, they must band together to track down the real 
killer before they are arrested. Or is the true culprit hiding among them 
 
 
 
 
 
Plan A 
By: Deb Caletti 
 
When Texas teen Ivy discovers she’s pregnant, she sets out on a cross-country 
trip to her grandmother’s West Coast home to get an abortion. Accompanied 
by her boyfriend Lorenzo, who turns the journey into a playful “abortion road 
trip love story,” Ivy travels from Paris, Texas, to Rome, Oregon, meeting women 
who share their own experiences. Along the way, she confronts stigma, 
judgment, and her own insecurities, ultimately finding strength, healing, and 
clarity about her choice. 
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Looking for Smoke 
By: K.A. Cobell 
 
When local girl Loren includes Mara in a traditional Blackfeet Giveaway to 
honor Loren's missing sister, Mara thinks she'll finally make some friends on 
the Blackfeet reservation. Instead, a girl from the Giveaway, Samantha White 
Tail, is found murdered. Because the four members of the Giveaway group were 
the last to see Samantha alive, each becomes a person of interest in the 
investigation. And all of them--Mara, Loren, Brody, and Eli--have a complicated 
history with Samantha. Despite deep mistrust, the four must now take matters 
into their own hands and clear their names. Even though one of them may be 
the murderer. 

 
 

 
Rez Ball 
By: Byron Graves 
 
These days, Tre Brun is happiest when he is playing basketball on the Red Lake 
Reservation high school team--even though he can't help but be constantly 
gut-punched with memories of his big brother, Jaxon, who died in an accident. 
When Jaxon's former teammates on the varsity team offer to take Tre under 
their wing, he sees this as his shot to represent his Ojibwe rez all the way to 
their first state championship. This is the first step toward his dream of playing 
in the NBA, no matter how much the odds are stacked against him. But 
stepping into his brother's shoes as a star player means that Tre can't mess up. 
Not on the court, not at school, and not with his new friend, gamer Khiana, 
with who he is definitely not falling in love with. After decades of rez teams 
almost making it, Tre needs to take his team to state. Because if he can live up 
to Jaxon's dreams, their story isn't over yet. 

 
 
A Face for Picasso 
By: Ariel Henley 
 
I am ugly. There's a mathematical equation to prove it. At only eight months 
old, identical twin sisters Ariel and Zan were diagnosed with Crouzon 
syndrome -- a rare condition where the bones in the head fuse prematurely. 
They were the first twins known to survive it. Growing up, Ariel and her sister 
endured numerous appearance-altering procedures. Surgeons would break the 
bones in their heads and faces to make room for their growing organs. While 
the physical aspect of their condition was painful, it was nothing compared to 
the emotional toll of navigating life with a facial disfigurement. Ariel explores 
beauty and identity in her young-adult memoir about resilience, sisterhood, 
and the strength it takes to put your life, and yourself, back together time and 
time again. 
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        Shut Up, This is Serious 
By: Carolina Ixta 
 
Belen Dolores Itzel del Toro wants the normal stuff: to experience love or 
maybe have a boyfriend, or at least just lose her virginity. But nothing is normal 
in East Oakland. Her father left her family. She's at risk of not graduating. And 
Leti, her super-Catholic, nerdy-ass best friend, is pregnant--by the boyfriend 
she hasn't told her parents about, because he's Black, and her parents are racist. 
Things are hella complicated. Weighed by a depression she can't seem to shake, 
Belen helps Leti, hangs out with an older guy, and cuts a lot of class. She soon 
realizes, though, that distractions are only temporary. Leti is becoming a 
mother. Classmates are getting ready for college. But what about Belen? What 
future is there for girls like her? 
 
This is my America 
By: Kim Johnson 

 
Every week, seventeen-year-old Tracy Beaumont writes letters to Innocence X, 
asking the organization to help her father, an innocent Black man on death 
row. After seven years, Tracy is running out of time--her dad has only 267 days 
left. Then the unthinkable happens. The police arrive in the night, and Tracy's 
older brother, Jamal, goes from being a bright, promising track star to a "thug" 
on the run, accused of killing a white girl. Determined to save her brother, 
Tracy investigates what happened between Jamal and Angela down at the Pike. 
But will Tracy and her family survive the uncovering of the skeletons of their 
Texas town's racist history that still haunt the present? 

 
 
 
As Long as the Lemon Trees Grow 
By: Zoulfa Katouh 
 
Salama Kassab was a pharmacy student when the cries for freedom broke out 
in Syria. She still had her parents and her big brother; she still had her home. 
She had a normal teenager's life. Now, Salama volunteers at a hospital in Homs, 
helping the wounded who flood through the doors daily. Secretly, though, she 
is desperate to find a way out of her beloved country before her sister-in-law, 
Layla, gives birth. So desperate that she has manifested a physical embodiment 
of her fear in the form of her imagined companion, Khawf, who haunts her 
every move to keep her safe. But even with Khawf pressing her to leave, Salama 
is torn between her loyalty to her country and her conviction to survive. 
Salama must contend with bullets and bombs, military assaults, and her 
shifting sense of morality before she might finally breathe free. And when she 
crosses paths with the boy she was supposed to meet one fateful day, she starts 
to doubt her resolve in leaving home at all. Soon, Salama must learn to see the  
events around her for what they truly are--not a war, but a revolution--and 
decide how she, too, will cry for Syria's freedom. 
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The House in the Cerulean Sea 
By: TJ Klune 
 
Linus Baker is a by-the-book case worker in the Department in Charge of 
Magical Youth. He's tasked with determining whether six dangerous magical 
children are likely to bring about the end of the world. Arthur Parnassus is the 
master of the orphanage. He would do anything to keep the children safe, even 
if it means the world will burn. And his secrets will come to light. 
 

 
 
                                         Lula Dean’s Little Library of Banned Books 

By: Kirsten Miller 
 
Beverly Underwood and her arch enemy, Lula Dean, live in the tiny town of 
Troy, Georgia, where they were born and raised. Now Beverly is on the school 
board, and Lula has become a local celebrity by embarking on a mission to rid 
the public libraries of all inappropriate books--none of which she's read. To 
replace the "pornographic" books she's challenged at the local public library, 
Lula starts her lending library in front of her home: a cute wooden hutch with 
glass doors and neat rows of the worthy literature that she's sure the town's 
readers need. What Lula doesn't know is that a local troublemaker has stolen 
her wholesome books, removed their dust jackets, and restocked Lula's library 
with banned books: literary classics, gay romances, Black history, witchy spell 
books, Judy Blume novels, and more. One by one, neighbors who borrow books 
from Lula Dean's library find their lives changed in unexpected ways. Finally, 
one of Lula Dean's enemies discovers the library and decides to turn the tables 
on her, just as Lula and Beverly are running against each other to replace the 
town's disgraced mayor. That's when all the townspeople who've been 
borrowing from Lula's library begin to reveal themselves. That's when the 
showdown that's been brewing between Beverly and Lula will roil the whole 
town...and change it forever. 

 
 
 
Monstrous 
By: Sarah Myer 
 
Sarah has always struggled to fit in. Born in South Korea and adopted at birth 
by a white couple, she grew up in a rural community with few Asian neighbors. 
People whisper in the supermarket. Classmates bully her. She has trouble 
containing her anger in these moments--but through it all, she has her art. She's 
always been a compulsive drawer, and when she discovers anime, her hobby 
becomes an obsession. Though drawing and cosplay offer her an escape, she 
still struggles to connect with others. And in high school, the bullies are louder 
and meaner. Sarah's bubbling rage is threatening to burst. 
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The Girl Who Fell Beneath the Sea 
By: Axie Oh 
 
In a land plagued by deadly storms, Mina sacrifices herself to the Sea God in 
place of her brother’s beloved, hoping to end her people’s suffering. Swept into 
the Spirit Realm, she discovers the Sea God trapped in an enchanted sleep. 
With the help of the mysterious Shin and an unlikely band of spirits, Mina 
races to awaken him before her human life runs out—while enemies conspire 
to keep him asleep and the storms raging. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Divine Rivals 
By: Rebecca Ross 

 
After centuries of sleep, the gods are warring again. But eighteen-year-old Iris 
Winnow just wants to hold her family together. Her mother is suffering from 
addiction, and her brother is missing from the front lines. Her best bet is to win 
the columnist promotion at the Oath Gazette. To combat her worries, Iris 
writes letters to her brother and slips them beneath her wardrobe door, where 
they vanish--into the hands of Roman Kitt, her cold and handsome rival at the 
paper. When he anonymously writes Iris back, the two of them forge a 
connection that will follow Iris all the way to the front lines of battle: for her 
brother, the fate of mankind, and love. 

 
 
 
Starter Villain 
By: John Scalzi 
 
Inheriting your uncle's supervillain business is more complicated than you 
might think. Particularly when you discover who's running the place. Charlie's 
life is going nowhere fast. A divorced substitute teacher living with his cat in a 
house his siblings want to sell, all he wants is to open a pub downtown, if only 
the bank will approve his loan. Then his long-lost uncle Jake dies and leaves his 
supervillain business (complete with island volcano lair) to Charlie. But 
becoming a supervillain isn't all giant laser death rays and lava pits. Jake had 
enemies, and now they're coming after Charlie. His uncle might have been a 
stand-up, old-fashioned kind of villain, but these are the real thing: rich, 
soulless predators backed by multinational corporations and venture capital. It's 
up to Charlie to win the war his uncle started against a league of supervillains. 
But with unionized dolphins, hyper-intelligent talking spy cats, and a terrifying 
henchperson at his side, going bad is starting to look pretty good. In a 
dog-eat-dog world...be a cat. 
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Accountable 
By: Dashka Slater 
 
When a high school student started a private Instagram account that used 
racist and sexist memes to make his friends laugh, he thought of it as "edgy" 
humor. Over time, the edge got sharper. Then a few other kids found out about 
the account. Pretty soon, everyone knew. Ultimately, no one in the small town 
of Albany, California, was safe from the repercussions of the account's 
discovery. Not the girls targeted by the posts. Not the boy who created the 
account. Not the group of kids who followed it. Not the adults--educators and 
parents--whose attempts to fix things too often made them worse. In the end, 
no one was laughing. And everyone was left asking: Where does accountability 
end for online speech that harms? And what does accountability even mean? 
 

 
Remarkably Bright Creatures 
By: Shelby Van Pelt 
 
After Tova Sullivan's husband died, she began working the night shift at the 
Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping floors and tidying up. Keeping busy has always 
helped her cope, which she's been doing since her eighteen-year-old son, Erik, 
mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget Sound over thirty years ago. Tova 
becomes acquainted with curmudgeonly Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus 
living at the aquarium. Marcellus knows more than anyone can imagine but 
wouldn't dream of lifting one of his eight arms for his human captors--until he 
forms a remarkable friendship with Tova. Ever the detective, Marcellus deduces 
what happened the night Tova's son disappeared. And now Marcellus must use 
every trick his old invertebrate body can muster to unearth the truth for her 
before it's too late. Shelby Van Pelt's debut novel is a gentle reminder that 
sometimes taking a hard look at the past can help uncover a future that once 
felt impossible. 

 
 

 
Hell Followed With Us 
By: Andrew Joseph White 
 
After escaping the apocalyptic cult that raised him, trans teen Benji—infected 
with a mutating bioweapon—finds refuge with a group of queer teens at the 
Acheson LGBTQ+ Center. Led by the sharp-shooting, enigmatic Nick, they 
offer him safety in exchange for controlling his monstrous powers to protect 
them. But as Benji grows closer to the group, he uncovers that Nick has his own 
secrets—and a hidden agenda that could change everything. 
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Lunar New Year Love Story 
By: Gene Luen Yang and LeUyan Pham 
  
 
She was destined for heartbreak. Then fate handed her love. Val is ready to give 
up on love. It's led to nothing but secrets and heartbreak, and she's pretty sure 
she's cursed--no one in her family, for generations, has ever had any luck with 
love. But then a chance encounter with a pair of cute lion dancers sparks 
something in Val. Is it real love? Could this be her chance to break the family 
curse? Or is she destined to live with a broken heart forever? 
 


