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SAINT PAUL

OMAKHA 2026 ODOWAD IAPI AKHINICA
SIDEWALK POETRY CONTEST 2026

Omakha 2026 Odéwan lapi Akhinia kin Yaéthaninpi

Announcing the 2026 Sidewalk Poetry Contest

Imnizaska Othunwe wétu kin dé ¢hanku-amanipi kin ayawaste ni¢hoépi. Chanku-amanipi
oinazin kin ainazinpi eChunhan oyate kin héwanzipidan k’a witayawa wiyuk&anpi kte.
Imnizaska othunwe k’a Capitol Region Mni Awanyakapi kin hena Omakha 2026
Odéwan lapi Akhini¢a kin Wézupi-Wi 4 etanhan Wazuste€asa-Wi 3 hehanyan Oddwan
lapi kin mnayanpi kte.

This spring, Public Art Saint Paul invites you to help transform our city’s sidewalks into
spaces of reflection, beauty, and shared voice. In partnership with the Capitol Region
Watershed District, the 2026 Sidewalk Poetry Contest opens for submissions from May
4 through June 3, 2026.

Wéechun Thokaheya k’a Waunspewi¢hakhiyapi

Kickoff Workshop + Info Session

Wayak'u Sni-eChéd wobdihe€a k’a wowahokunkhiye kin oyéde he? Wézupi-Wi 9,
wiyotanhan sanpha k’a wanc¢a aphé etanhan tépa aphé hehanyarn, Capitol Region Mni
Awanyakapi Kin Odéwan lapi owaunspe wan yuhapi kte. Owaunspe kin dé éd Oddéwan
lapi kin nayah’un k’a oyate obé 6ta 6b woyahdake k’a nakurn wéiwohdake kin ektah
oyakahnige kte.

Looking for inspiration or guidance before you submit? Join us on May 9, from 1—-4 PM,
for an engaging Info Session and Poetry Workshop hosted by the Capitol Region
Watershed District. It's a chance to explore ideas, connect with others, and deepen your
approach to this year’s theme.

Tuwé 6pha okihi he?

Who Can Participate

Tuwé-g owas ophapi iyéwinwichakhiyapi. Thé€api k’a thankapi k'a kanpi khé Odéwan
lapi owapi kin hena, mnaunyanpi kte. Tkha woophe kin dé ahophapi kte — dyapha
yachin héCahan, Imnizaska othunwe éd yathi kte héCha.

Writers of all ages and experience levels are welcome, from first-time poets to seasoned
voices. To be eligible, participants must live in the City of Saint Paul.



Téku wak’d kta he?

What to Submit

Odéwan lapi kin ptéCedan kas nina was’ake. Oddéwan lapi iyohi obwa 200 etanharn 300
hehanyan (wiChoie-oko iza iyawapi). K'a nakun Odéwarn lapi nunm yak’u oyakihi.
Sidewalk poems are brief but powerful. Each poem should be 200-300 characters
(including spaces), and you may submit up to two poems.

Wéiwohdake: Mni

Theme: Water

Omakha kin dé woéiwohdake dé é — Mni. Capitol Region Mni Awanyakapi wapazopi war
Mni Heunchapi eyapi kin etanhan woiwohdake kin iCupi. Mni tokhed khapi kin hé,
awiyukcan po. Tékhed onicCiya k’a tokhed Unci Makha okiya k'a oyate-g owas tékhed
iwohdakapi k’a nakun tokhed owapi kin hena, awiyukcan po.

This year’s theme is Water, inspired by the Capitol Region Watershed District's We Are
Water exhibit. We encourage you to explore water in all its forms: personal,
environmental, cultural, and symbolic.

lapi

Languages

Imnizaska othunwe éd oyate obé 6ta héunp Odéwan lapi kin Dakhod’iapi k'a Hmong-iapi
k’a Karen-iapi k'a Somali-iapi k'a Spayé-iapi k’a WasiCu-iapi ohna owaphica.
WasiCu-iapi ohna woyawa $ni hantanhans, Odowan lapi kin Wasicuia yuieska k’a
aikhoyaka wo.

To reflect the richness of Saint Paul's communities, submissions are welcomed in
Dakota, Hmong, Karen, Somali, Spanish, and English. If you submit in a language other
than English, please include an English translation directly after the original text in the
same submission field.

Déched wayak'u kte

How to Submit

Link kin dé yugan k'a héd Odowan lapi kin yak'u kte. Odowan lapi nunm yak’u oyakihi.
Follow and enter your submission via this link. Participants are able to submit up to two
poems. https://forms.gle/ThEH6YfNWRrf8TTg7

Omakha 2023 héehan Odéwan lapi kin den4 kahnigapi
See the Winning Poems from 2023

Wdyaothanin Ehakedan

Final Notes

Odéwan lapi ungé Imnizaska ¢hanku-amanipi akann owa-ehnakapi kte.
Wazuste€asSa-Wi oihanke kinhan PASP Oddwan lapi kin ohiyapi kin hena, yadthaninpi


https://forms.gle/ThEH6YfNWRrf8TTg7
https://publicartstpaul.org/project/poetry/#2023-selected-poems

kte. Ohiyapi kin Odowan lapi kin nagokiya wichakichopi k’a wanagoyapi kin PSAP
website éd pazopi kte.

Selected poems will become part of Saint Paul’s public landscape, appearing on
sidewalks across the city. PASP will contact all submitters and announce the winning
poems at the end of June. Winners will also be invited to record their poem to be
featured on the PASP website.

Omakha 2026 Odéwar lapi Akhini¢a kin Capitol Region Mni Awanyakapi kin nina
ounkiyapi ¢ha phidawichunyapi!

The 2026 Sidewalk Poetry Contest is made possible through the generous support of
the Capitol Region Watershed District.



