
Papers related to misinformation from ​
David Rand and Gordon Pennycook’s research team 

 
Key papers 
➔​ The Psychology of Fake News TiCS 2021 [X thread] [15 minute video summary] 
➔​ Durably reducing conspiracy beliefs through dialogues with AI Science 2024 [NYTimes write up] 

[X thread] [BlueSky thread] [9min presentation] [45min presentation] [Experimental materials] 
[Browse the conversations] [Try the bot yourself!] 

➔​ Shifting attention to accuracy can reduce misinformation online Nature 2021 [X thread]  
➔​ Understanding and Combatting Online Misinformation Across 16 Countries on Six Continents 

Nature Human Behaviour 2023 [X thread] [30 minute video presentation] 
➔​ Quantifying the Impact of Misinformation and Vaccine-Skeptical Content on Facebook Science 

2024 [X thread] [Scientific American op ed] 
➔​ Differences in misinformation sharing can lead to politically asymmetric sanctions Nature 2024 

[BlueSky thread] [X thread] 
 

Hyperlinked Table of Contents:           . 

 
 

 

Key papers 
Overview of our methodological approach 
Evaluating interventions to fight 
misinformation 

Human-AI dialogues 
Accuracy prompts 
Crowdsourcing 
Warnings/Corrections 
Source Information 

Role of reasoning in detecting versus falling for 
misinformation 

Experimental papers 
Correlational papers 
Cross-cultural papers 

Elite Party Cues/Messaging 
Illusory truth and the effect of repetition  
Politically motivated reasoning (or lack thereof) 
Polarization, echo chambers, and moral outrage 

http://www.daverand.org
https://gordonpennycook.com/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364661321000516
https://twitter.com/GordPennycook/status/1379513315542495235?s=20
https://youtu.be/TiO77Pdec78
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adq1814
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/12/health/chatbot-debunk-conspiracy-theories.html
https://x.com/DG_Rand/status/1834291074480660560
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3ldh2rjn6ac2b
https://youtu.be/kHD25EW6Erk
https://youtu.be/NS83yjFcL9I
https://publish.obsidian.md/qualtrics-documentation/Documentation+for+Using+the+Human-AI+Interaction+Qualtrics+File/Home
https://8cz637-thc.shinyapps.io/ConspiracyDebunkingConversations
http://www.debunkbot.com
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03344-2
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1372217700626411527?s=20
https://rdcu.be/dfGtT
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1674444110512488451?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAjSD8ttw1s&t=22s
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adk3451
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adk3451
https://x.com/_JenAllen/status/1796254368779714770?t=DnwHRmKRj7lp1rfflEDufA&s=19
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/combating-misinformation-runs-deeper-than-swatting-away-fake-news/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-024-07942-8
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3lf5tbabslk2x
https://x.com/DG_Rand/status/1841519775026987078


Other papers related to misinformation 
 

 
Overview of our methodological approach  
➔​ A practical guide to doing behavioural research on fake news and misinformation Collabra: 

Psychology 2021 [X thread] 
➔​ REVIEW: Field experiments on social media Current Directions in Psychological Science 2021 [X 

thread] 
➔​ High level of concordance across different news domain quality ratings PNAS Nexus 2023 [X 

thread] 
➔​ How to think about whether misinformation interventions work Nature Human Behaviour 2023 [X 

thread] 
 

Evaluating interventions to fight misinformation 
 
Popular overview:  
The Right Way to Fight Fake News NYTimes 2020 [X thread] 
 
Human-AI dialogues 
➔​ Durably reducing conspiracy beliefs through dialogues with AI Science 2024 [NYTimes write up] 

[X thread] [BlueSky thread] [9min presentation] [45min presentation] [Experimental materials] 
[Browse the conversations] [Try the bot yourself!] 

➔​ Just the facts: How dialogues with AI reduce conspiracy beliefs Working paper [BlueSky thread] 
[X thread] 

➔​ The Levers of Political Persuasion with Conversational AI Working paper [BlueSky thread] [X 
threat] 

➔​ AI reduces conspiracy beliefs even when presented as a human expert Working paper [BlueSky 
thread] 

➔​ Reducing belief in conspiracy theories as they unfold using large language models Working paper 
[BlueSky thread] [X thread]  

➔​ Addressing climate change skepticism and inaction using human-AI dialogues Working paper 
[BlueSky thread] [Try the bot yourself] [Browse the conversations]  

➔​ Personalized Dialogues with AI Effectively Address Parents’ Concerns about HPV Vaccination 
Working paper [BlueSky thread] [Twitter thread] [Try the bot yourself]  

➔​ Deep canvassing using AI Working paper [BlueSky thread] [Browse the conversations] 
➔​ It's the Thought that Counts: Evaluating the Attempts of Frontier LLMs to Persuade on Harmful 

Topics Working paper 
➔​ How Malicious AI Swarms Can Threaten Democracy Working paper 

 

https://online.ucpress.edu/collabra/article/7/1/25293/117809/A-Practical-Guide-to-Doing-Behavioral-Research-on?searchresult=1
https://online.ucpress.edu/collabra/article/7/1/25293/117809/A-Practical-Guide-to-Doing-Behavioral-Research-on?searchresult=1
https://twitter.com/GordPennycook/status/1311835678871900160?s=20
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/PDJ6FZKPAYVZE8APUZ35/full
https://twitter.com/_mohsen_m/status/1466835135844651010?s=20
https://twitter.com/_mohsen_m/status/1466835135844651010?s=20
https://psyarxiv.com/qy94s/
https://twitter.com/hauselin/status/1602702602700980225?s=20
https://twitter.com/hauselin/status/1602702602700980225?s=20
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-023-01667-w
https://twitter.com/BrianMGuay/status/1689670653153050625?s=20
https://twitter.com/BrianMGuay/status/1689670653153050625?s=20
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/24/opinion/fake-news-social-media.html
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1242526565793136641?s=20
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adq1814
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/12/health/chatbot-debunk-conspiracy-theories.html
https://x.com/DG_Rand/status/1834291074480660560
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3ldh2rjn6ac2b
https://youtu.be/kHD25EW6Erk
https://youtu.be/NS83yjFcL9I
https://publish.obsidian.md/qualtrics-documentation/Documentation+for+Using+the+Human-AI+Interaction+Qualtrics+File/Home
https://8cz637-thc.shinyapps.io/ConspiracyDebunkingConversations
http://www.debunkbot.com
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/h7n8u_v1
https://bsky.app/profile/tomcostello.bsky.social/post/3lihookk3xc2g
https://x.com/tomstello_/status/1891903527028654307
https://arxiv.org/abs/2507.13919
https://bsky.app/profile/kobihackenburg.bsky.social/post/3luifh7oauc2i
https://x.com/KobiHackenburg/status/1947316888255500773
https://x.com/KobiHackenburg/status/1947316888255500773
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/apmb5_v1
https://bsky.app/profile/gordpennycook.bsky.social/post/3lp7urmekdk2l
https://bsky.app/profile/gordpennycook.bsky.social/post/3lp7urmekdk2l
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/jnm9r_v1
https://bsky.app/profile/tomcostello.bsky.social/post/3ltkanqz7a32a
https://x.com/tomstello_/status/1943005315420577872?t=WuLIavb49oQ6NaF1MeSzDA&s=19
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/mqcwj_v1?view_only=
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3ln3okbwyis24
https://www.debunkbot.com/climate-change
https://gabriela-czarnek.shinyapps.io/climate_conversations/
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/gv52j_v1
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3llvxinej7k2w
https://x.com/tomstello_/status/1907616487289819140
https://www.healthinfobot.com/hpv
https://osf.io/preprints/osf/q7e6u_v1
https://bsky.app/profile/tomcostello.bsky.social/post/3lpp2yhzgos27
https://8cz637-thc.shinyapps.io/DeepCanvassingWithAI/
https://www.arxiv.org/abs/2506.02873
https://osf.io/preprints/osf/qm9yk_v2


Accuracy prompts 
➔​ REVIEW: Nudging Social Media Sharing Towards Accuracy AAAPSS 2022 
➔​ Shifting attention to accuracy can reduce misinformation online Nature 2021 [X thread] [Scientific 

American op ed] 
➔​ Reducing misinformation sharing at scale using digital accuracy prompt ads Working paper [X 

thread] [45 minute lecture video] 
➔​ Accuracy prompts are a replicable and generalizable approach for reducing the spread of 

misinformation Nature Comm 2022 [X thread] 
➔​ Thinking more or thinking differently? Using drift-diffusion modeling to illuminate why accuracy 

prompts decrease misinformation sharing Cognition 2023 [X thread] 
➔​ The social media context interferes with truth discernment Science Advances 2023 [X thread] 
➔​ Inoculation and accuracy prompting increase accuracy discernment in combination but not alone 

Nature Human Behavior 2024 [X thread] 
➔​ On the Efficacy of Accuracy Prompts Across Partisan Lines: An Adversarial Collaboration 

Psychological Science 2024 [X thread] 
➔​ Examining partisan asymmetries in fake news sharing and the efficacy of accuracy prompt 

interventions Working paper [X thread] 
➔​ Fighting COVID-19 misinformation on social media: Experimental evidence for a scalable 

accuracy nudge intervention Psychological Science 2020 [X thread] 
➔​ Developing an accuracy-prompt toolkit to reduce COVID-19 misinformation online HKS 

Misinformation Review 2021 [X thread] [Medium post] 
➔​ Exploring Lightweight Interventions at Posting Time to Reduce the Sharing of Misinformation on 

Social Media CSCW 2021 
➔​ Examining accuracy-prompt efficacy in combination with using colored borders to differentiate 

news and social content online HKS Misinfo Review 2023 [X thread] 
➔​ Accuracy prompts protect professional content moderators from the illusory truth effect PNAS 

Nexus 2024 [BlueSky thread] 
 
Crowdsourcing  
➔​ REVIEW: Crowds Can Effectively Identify Misinformation at Scale Perspectives on Psych 

Science 2023 [Twitter thread] 
➔​ Scaling up fact-checking using the wisdom of crowds Science Advances 2021 [X thread] [Time op 

ed] 
➔​ Political motives help rather than hinder crowdsourced fact-checking Working paper 
➔​ Birds of a feather don’t fact-check each other: Partisanship and the evaluation of news in Twitter’s 

Birdwatch crowdsourced fact-checking program CHI’22 [X thread] [Financial Times Op Ed]  
➔​ Fighting misinformation on social media using crowdsourced judgments of news source quality 

PNAS 2019 [X thread] [The Hill op ed] 

https://psyarxiv.com/tp6vy
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03344-2
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1372217700626411527?s=20
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/most-people-dont-actively-seek-to-share-fake-news/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/most-people-dont-actively-seek-to-share-fake-news/
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/u8anb
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1755274040489415110
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1755274040489415110
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjEQikrwbBg
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-30073-5
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1584905735787667456?s=20
https://psyarxiv.com/kf8md
https://twitter.com/hauselin/status/1490733202427809797?s=20&t=EXqcZMFBxAWfYJipT5_wXg
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.abo6169
https://twitter.com/_ziv_e/status/1631740593708859392?s=20
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-024-02023-2
https://x.com/GordPennycook/status/1694016204770304365?s=20
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/p2zy5
https://x.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1773816555610001771
https://psyarxiv.com/y762k/
https://twitter.com/BrianMGuay/status/1514617508728254467
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0956797620939054
https://twitter.com/GordPennycook/status/1270050765113929730?s=20
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/developing-an-accuracy-prompt-toolkit-to-reduce-covid-19-misinformation-online/
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/developing-an-accuracy-prompt-toolkit-to-reduce-covid-19-misinformation-online/
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1400146562374946818?s=20
https://medium.com/jigsaw/distraction-helps-misinformation-spread-thinking-about-accuracy-can-reduce-it-a4e5d8371a85
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3449092
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/examining-accuracy-prompt-efficacy-in-combination-with-using-colored-borders-to-differentiate-news-and-social-content-online/
https://twitter.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1633198637839941632?s=20
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/3/11/pgae481/7877220
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/3/11/pgae481/7877220
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3lbcwd4fg2c27
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/NMKPE6FS32EDG7BJMIBV/full
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/NMKPE6FS32EDG7BJMIBV/full
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1693706825756025316?s=20
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.abf4393
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1433136843793604613?s=20
https://time.com/6124637/misinformation-fact-checking-facebook/
https://time.com/6124637/misinformation-fact-checking-facebook/
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/8fhxz_v1
https://psyarxiv.com/57e3q
https://twitter.com/_JenAllen/status/1511409262039220224?s=20
https://www.ft.com/content/2a5ddc3d-49c4-4641-ad66-fdb1a3fd3ef0
https://www.pnas.org/content/116/7/2521
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1089999404898095105?s=20
https://thehill.com/opinion/technology/436052-crowdsourcing-is-the-best-weapon-in-fight-against-fake-news


➔​ Will the crowd game the algorithm? Using layperson judgments to combat misinformation on 
social media by downranking distrusted sources. CHI '20 [X thread] 

➔​ Republicans are flagged more often than Democrats for sharing misinformation on X’s Community 
Notes PNAS 2025 [BlueSky thread] [LinkedIn thread] 

 
Warnings/Corrections 
➔​ REVIEW: Misinformation warning labels are widely effective: A review of warning effects and 

their moderating features Current Opinion in Psychology 2023 [X thread]  
➔​ The Implied Truth effect: Attaching warnings to a subset of fake news headlines increases 

perceived accuracy of headlines without warnings Management Science 2020 [X thread] 
➔​ Fact-checker warning labels are effective even for those who distrust fact-checkers Nature Human 

Behaviour 2024 [Twitter thread] 
➔​ Labeling AI-Generated Media Online PNAS Nexus 2025 
➔​ Labeling AI-Generated Content: Promises, Perils, and Future Directions MIT Policy Paper 2024  
➔​ What label should be applied to content produced by generative AI? Working paper [X thread] 
➔​ Perceived legitimacy of layperson and expert content moderators PNAS Nexus 2025 
➔​ Partisan consensus and divisions on content moderation of misinformation Working paper 
➔​ Perverse Downstream Consequences of Debunking: Being Corrected by Another User for Posting 

False Political News Increases Subsequent Sharing of Low Quality, Partisan, and Toxic Content in 
a Twitter Field Experiment CHI’21 [X thread] 

➔​ Timing matters when correcting fake news PNAS 2021 [X thread] 
➔​ Unbundling Digital Media Literacy Tips: Results from Two Experiments Working paper 
➔​ Promoting engagement with social fact-checks online PLoS ONE 2025 
➔​ Do explanations increase the effectiveness of AI-crowd generated fake news warnings? ICWSM 

’22 [X thread] 
➔​ You’re definitely wrong, maybe: Correction style has minimal effect on corrections of 

misinformation online Media and Communication 2021 [X thread] 
➔​ Debunking Handbook 2020 [PDF] [X thread]  
➔​ How effective are TikTok misinformation debunking videos? HKF Misinformation Review 2023 

[X thread] 
 
Source Information 
➔​ Emphasizing publishers does not effectively reduce susceptibility to misinformation on social 

media HKS Misinformation Review 2020 [X thread] 
➔​ Displaying News Source Trustworthiness Ratings Reduces Sharing Intentions for False News 

Posts J Trust and Safety 2023 [X thread]  
➔​ Partisan Source Cues and Trust in Global News Working paper 
➔​ Depoliticizing Public Media: Polarization and the Dynamics of Media Trust in Poland Working 

https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3313831.3376232
https://twitter.com/_ziv_e/status/1256297673491177472?s=20
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2502053122
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3lrsjvmn7i22c
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/trenault_misinformation-communitynotes-x-activity-7340640058980343810-zedr?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAACbi2cBHZ586ufClFLusV2SRANbIetbXdg
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2352250X23001550?via%3Dihub
https://twitter.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1783247338104107145?t=56ZSatvUlAnu2HR1UyQoXA&s=19
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51ed234ae4b0867e2385d879/t/5e5ebaa3f840e43f8fe6ea5d/1583266468630/2020+Pennycook+et+al+-+Management+Science.pdf
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1236102072795308033?s=20
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-024-01973-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-024-01973-x
https://x.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1831737322750066795
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/4/6/pgaf170/8151894
https://mit-genai.pubpub.org/pub/hu71se89/release/1
https://psyarxiv.com/v4mfz
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1685006697683640320?s=20
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/doi/10.1093/pnasnexus/pgaf111/8127913?utm_source=authortollfreelink&utm_campaign=pnasnexus&utm_medium=email&guestAccessKey=af14b0d0-38b1-4986-a302-88cc417c48e1
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/u3ymc
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3411764.3445642
https://twitter.com/_mohsen_m/status/1392163091190849542?s=20
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/5/e2020043118
https://twitter.com/nadiabrashier/status/1354127505150631941?s=20
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/u34fp
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0319336
https://arxiv.org/abs/2112.03450
https://arxiv.org/abs/2112.03450
https://twitter.com/_ziv_e/status/1468605799182258179?s=20
https://www.cogitatiopress.com/mediaandcommunication/article/view/3519
https://twitter.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1293674250331729921?s=20
https://www.climatechangecommunication.org/debunking-handbook-2020/
https://twitter.com/STWorg/status/1316368127979147264?s=19
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/how-effective-are-tiktok-misinformation-debunking-videos/
https://twitter.com/GordPennycook/status/1641169050670645248?s=20
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/researcharticle_publishers_jan14.pdf
https://twitter.com/niccdias/status/1217473772166381573?s=20
https://tsjournal.org/index.php/jots/article/view/100/46
https://twitter.com/TatianaCeladin/status/1651622503876378632?t=r4Bkhn0mUXL6mDJH1DsdzA&s=19
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4692096
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4968757


paper 
 
Role of reasoning in detecting versus falling for misinformation 
 
Popular overview: "Why do people fall for fake news?" NYTimes op ed 2019 
 
Experimental papers 
➔​ Fake news, fast and slow: Deliberation reduces belief in false (but not true) news headlines 

JEP:General 2020 [X thread] 
➔​ Reliance on emotion promotes belief in fake news Cognitive Research: Principles and Implications 

2020 [X thread] [Blog post] 
➔​ Reasoning about climate change PNAS Nexus 2023 [X thread]  
➔​ Emotion may predict susceptibility to fake news but emotion regulation does not seem to help 

Cognition and Emotion 2022 [X thread] 
➔​ Does deliberation decrease belief in conspiracies? Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 2022  
➔​ Uncommon Errors: Adaptive Intuitions in High-Quality Media Environments Increase 

Susceptibility to Misinformation Working paper [X thread]  
➔​ Emotional language reduces belief in false claims Working paper [X thread] 

 
Correlational papers 
➔​ Lazy, not biased: Susceptibility to partisan fake news is better explained by lack of reasoning than 

by motivated reasoning Cognition 2019 
➔​ Cognitive reflection correlates with behavior on Twitter Nature Communications 2021 [X thread] 
➔​ Who falls for fake news? The roles of bullshit receptivity, overclaiming, familiarity, and analytic 

thinking Journal of Personality 2019 
➔​ Belief in fake news is associated with delusionality, dogmatism, religious fundamentalism, and 

reduced analytic thinking Journal of Applied Memory & Cognition 2019 
➔​ Beyond “fake news”: Analytic thinking and the detection of false and hyperpartisan news 

headlines Judgment and Decision Making 2021 
➔​ What Makes News Shareable on Social Media? Journal of Quantitative Description: Digital Media 

2023 [X thread] 
➔​ Digital literacy is associated with more discerning accuracy judgments but not sharing intentions 

HKS Misinfo Review 2021 [X thread] [Scientific American op ed] 
➔​ Overconfidently conspiratorial: Conspiracy believers are dispositionally overconfident and 

massively overestimate how much others agree with them Personality and Social Psychology 
Bulletin 2025 [BlueSky thread] 

 
Cross-cultural papers 
➔​ Beliefs about COVID-19 in Canada, the U.K., and the U.S.A.: A novel test of political polarization 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4968757
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/19/opinion/sunday/fake-news.html
https://psyarxiv.com/29b4j
https://twitter.com/BenceBago/status/1220099034465144838?s=20
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s41235-020-00252-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s41235-020-00252-3
https://twitter.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1319671685138743297?s=19
https://www.spsp.org/news-center/blog/martel-emotion-misinformation-social-media
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/2/5/pgad100/7147350
https://twitter.com/BenceBago/status/1653481545146200064
https://psyarxiv.com/hm9vu
https://twitter.com/BenceBago/status/1542208929651953665?s=20
https://psyarxiv.com/86jhw
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/q7r58
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1725567345576550624?t=3RG0oRo4MBIcyje-iwKKDg&s=19
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/jn23a
https://x.com/GordPennycook/status/1745859164880965756?s=20
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51ed234ae4b0867e2385d879/t/5b43b48b03ce6471753c78ba/1531163796071/2018+Pennycook+Rand+-+Cognition.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-020-20043-0
https://twitter.com/_mohsen_m/status/1359772108499345409?s=19
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3023545
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51ed234ae4b0867e2385d879/t/5bd18eefb208fc4331c665b9/1540460280675/2018+Bronstein+et+al+-+JARMAC.pdf
http://journal.sjdm.org/20/200616b/jdm200616b.pdf
https://journalqd.org/article/view/3914
https://journalqd.org/article/view/3914
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1649009852738334720?s=20
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/digital-literacy-is-associated-with-more-discerning-accuracy-judgments-but-not-sharing-intentions/
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1467942244913197061?s=20
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/digital-literacy-doesnt-stop-the-spread-of-misinformation/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/01461672251338358
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/01461672251338358
https://bsky.app/profile/gordpennycook.bsky.social/post/3lqd7y7s7ek2f


and motivated reasoning Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 2022 [X thread] 
➔​ Happiness and surprise are associated with worse truth discernment of COVID-19 headlines 

among social media users in Nigeria HKS Misinformation Review, 2021 [X thread] 
➔​ Does Analytic Thinking Insulate Against Pro-Kremlin Disinformation? Evidence from Ukraine. 

Political Psychology 2022 [X thread] [SPSP Blog post]  
 
Elite Party Cues/Messaging  
➔​ Measuring exposure to misinformation from political elites on Twitter Nature Communications 

2022 [X thread] [Web app to show any Twitter user’s exposure to elite misinfo] 
➔​ Partisans’ receptivity to persuasive messaging is undiminished by countervailing party leader cues 

Nature Human Behaviour 2023 [X thread] [The Hill op ed] 
➔​ Correcting Misperceptions of Out-partisans Decreases American Legislators' Support for 

Undemocratic Practices PNAS 2023 [X thread] 
➔​ Elite Party Cues Increase Vaccination Intentions among Republicans PNAS 2021 [X thread] 

[WashPo Op Ed] 
➔​ Pro-Climate Statements from Elon Musk can Persuade Republicans on Climate Change Working 

Paper  
➔​ Examining false beliefs about voter fraud in the wake of the 2020 Presidential Election HKS 

Misinformation Review 2021 [X thread] [The Hill op ed] 
 
Illusory truth and the effect of repetition on belief 
➔​ Prior exposure increases perceived accuracy of fake news JEP:General 2018 
➔​ Blatantly false news increases belief in news that is merely implausible Working paper 
➔​ Repetition increases perceived truth equally for plausible and implausible statements. Psychonomic 

Bulletin & Review 2019 
➔​ Replicability and generalizability of the repeated exposure effect on moral condemnation of fake 

news Nature Communications 2025 
➔​ Investigating the robustness of the illusory truth effect across individual differences in cognitive 

ability, need for cognitive closure, and cognitive style. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 
2019 

➔​ Illusory Truth Occurs Even with Incentives for Accuracy Working paper [X thread] 
➔​ The Not So Illusory Truth Effect: A Rational Foundation for Repetition Effects Working paper 
 
Politically motivated reasoning (or lack thereof) 
➔​ Thinking clearly about causal inferences of politically motivated reasoning: Why paradigmatic 

study designs often prevent causal inference Current Opinion in Behavioral Science 2020 [X 
thread]  

➔​ Rethinking the link between cognitive sophistication and identity-protective bias in political belief 
formation JEP:General 2021 [X thread] 

https://psyarxiv.com/zhjkp/
https://twitter.com/GordPennycook/status/1250195005118877701?s=20
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/happiness-and-surprise-are-associated-with-worse-truth-discernment-of-covid-19-headlines-among-social-media-users-in-nigeria/
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1425142069241262081?s=20
https://psyarxiv.com/4yrdj
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1488266672217767937?s=20&t=wbz1qAKLrNFtqHAFdur0Ig
https://spsp.org/news/character-and-context-blog/erlich-rand-critical-thinking-disinformation
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-34769-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-34769-6
https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1604876728236507136.html
http://misinfoexpose.com/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-023-01551-7
https://twitter.com/Ben_Tappin/status/1631349889157193738?s=20
https://thehill.com/opinion/campaign/3961818-have-we-become-too-partisan-to-be-swayed-you-might-be-surprised/
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2301836120
https://twitter.com/suji_kang_/status/1664779305212329984?s=20
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/32/e2106559118
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1419780607136129025?s=20
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/08/02/republicans-endorse-vaccines-effective/
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/v9mzk/
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/v9mzk/
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/research-note-examining-false-beliefs-about-voter-fraud-in-the-wake-of-the-2020-presidential-election/
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/research-note-examining-false-beliefs-about-voter-fraud-in-the-wake-of-the-2020-presidential-election/
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1351258914130694144?s=19
https://thehill.com/opinion/campaign/536342-the-truth-about-donald-trump-voters-and-violence-in-politics
https://daverand.squarespace.com/s/2018-Pennycook-JEPG.pdf
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/cz7vy
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.3758/s13423-019-01651-4.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.3758/s13423-019-01651-4.pdf
https://rdcu.be/ezmdr
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51ed234ae4b0867e2385d879/t/5d00198d1c604f0001851247/1560287631560/2019+De+keersmaecker+et+al+-+PSPB.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51ed234ae4b0867e2385d879/t/5d00198d1c604f0001851247/1560287631560/2019+De+keersmaecker+et+al+-+PSPB.pdf
https://psyarxiv.com/83m9y
https://twitter.com/nadiabrashier/status/1445449389300797450?s=20
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/qvwdy_v5
https://psyarxiv.com/k3jhy/
https://twitter.com/Ben_Tappin/status/1227327174883106821?s=19
https://twitter.com/Ben_Tappin/status/1227327174883106821?s=19
https://psyarxiv.com/yuzfj/
https://twitter.com/Ben_Tappin/status/1332392560745189379?s=20


➔​ No association between numerical ability and politically motivated reasoning in a large US 
probability sample PNAS 2023 

➔​ Bayesian or biased? Analytic thinking and political belief updating Cognition 2020 [X thread]  
➔​ Increasing accuracy motivations using moral reframing does not reduce Republicans’ belief in 

false news HKS Misinfo Review 2023 
➔​ Science beliefs, political ideology, and cognitive sophistication JEP:General 2022 [X thread] 
➔​ On the belief that beliefs should change according to evidence: Implications for conspiratorial, 

moral, paranormal, political, religious, and science beliefs Judgment and Decision Making 2020 [X 
thread] 

➔​ Sincere  or  Motivated? Partisan  Bias  in  Non-political Information Processing Judgment and 
Decision Making 2023 

➔​ Self-persuasion does not imply self-deception Cognition 2025 
 
Polarization, echo chambers, and moral outrage 
➔​ Megastudy testing 25 treatments to reduce antidemocratic attitudes and partisan animosity Science 

2024 [X thread] 
➔​ Information Gerrymandering and Undemocratic Decisions Nature 2019 [X thread] 
➔​ Political Sectarianism in America Science 2020 [X thread] 
➔​ Divergent patterns of engagement with partisan and low-quality news across seven social media 

platforms Working paper [BlueSky thread] [X thread] 
➔​ Shared Partisanship Dramatically Increases Social Tie Formation in a Twitter Field Experiment 

PNAS 2021 [X thread]  
➔​ Partisans neither expect nor receive reputational rewards for sharing falsehoods over truth online 

PNAS Nexus 2024 
➔​ Psychological underpinnings of partisan bias in tie formation on social media JEP:General 2024 [X 

thread] 
➔​ Blocking of counter-partisan accounts drives political assortment on Twitter PNAS Nexus 2024 [X 

thread]  
➔​ Misinformation and harmful language are interconnected, rather than distinct, challenges PNAS 

Nexus 2024  [X thread] [BlueSky thread] 
➔​ Interventions Reducing Affective Polarization Do Not Necessarily Improve Anti-Democratic 

Attitudes Nature Human Behaviour 2022 [X thread] 
➔​ From Foe to Friend and Back Again: The Temporal Dynamics of Intra-Party Bias in the 2016 U.S. 

Presidential Election Judgment and Decision Making 2019 
➔​ Signaling when no one is watching: A reputation heuristics account of outrage and punishment in 

one-shot anonymous interactions JPSP 2020 [X thread] [NYtimes Op Ed] 
➔​ Why Do We Hate Hypocrites? Evidence for a Theory of False Signaling Psych Science 2017 

[NYTimes Op Ed] 

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2301491120
https://psyarxiv.com/a6euj/
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1275950739484008455?s=20
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/stagnaro_accuracy_motivations_moral_reframing_20231106.pdf
https://osf.io/ad9v7/
https://twitter.com/JonMcphetres/status/1196833931838050304?s=20
http://journal.sjdm.org/20/200414/jdm200414.pdf
https://twitter.com/GordPennycook/status/1132020280132603904?s=20
https://twitter.com/GordPennycook/status/1132020280132603904?s=20
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/judgment-and-decision-making/article/sincere-or-motivated-partisan-bias-in-advicetaking/B2085FE880C9AB6D75F810431E17A603
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/judgment-and-decision-making/article/sincere-or-motivated-partisan-bias-in-advicetaking/B2085FE880C9AB6D75F810431E17A603
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0010027725001556?via%3Dihub
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adh4764
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adh4764
https://x.com/RobbWiller/status/1847401904932082042?t=C99qWYI4gkfPCf6zAEStbA&s=19
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1507-6
https://twitter.com/jplotkin/status/1169307465520943104
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/370/6516/533
https://twitter.com/EliJFinkel/status/1321877188497596421?s=20
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/9csy3
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3lcvimjdwlc2y
https://x.com/_mohsen_m/status/1866237863916150885
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/7/e2022761118
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1360338820437323779?s=20
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/3/8/pgae287/7718894
https://psyarxiv.com/87bv2
https://x.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1846584738816929852
https://x.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1846584738816929852
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/3/5/pgae161/7645845?login=false
https://x.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1795551962252886087?t=tWBq6zb8xjth2_k93YxjPA&s=19
https://x.com/Cameron_Martel_/status/1795551962252886087?t=tWBq6zb8xjth2_k93YxjPA&s=19
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/3/3/pgae111/7626151
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus/article/3/3/pgae111/7626151
https://x.com/DG_Rand/status/1772303379420569931?s=20
https://bsky.app/profile/dgrand.bsky.social/post/3kojvr2m4yc2t
https://osf.io/7evmp/
https://twitter.com/jgvoelkel/status/1400146828973154304?s=20
http://journal.sjdm.org/19/190327/jdm190327.pdf
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/campuspress.yale.edu/dist/0/27/files/2019/08/JPSP.pdf
https://twitter.com/Jill_Jord/status/1162393815224922112?s=20&t=yOeyxkD57aADRkCdAe2XRg
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/30/opinion/sunday/virtue-signaling.html
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0956797616685771
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/13/opinion/sunday/the-real-problem-with-hypocrisy.html


➔​ Third-party punishment as a costly signal of trustworthiness Nature 2016 [NYTimes Op Ed] 
➔​ Dynamic Remodeling of In-Group Bias During the 2008 Presidential Election PNAS 2009 

 
Other papers related to misinformation 
➔​The (Minimal) Persuasive Advantage of Political Video over Text PNAS 2021 [X thread]  
➔​ The distorting effects of producer strategies: Why engagement does not reveal consumer 

preferences for misinformation PNAS 2024 [X thread] 
➔​ Quantifying the Potential Persuasive Returns to Political Microtargeting PNAS 2023 [X thread] 
➔​ Addressing misperceptions takes more than combating fake news TiCS 2025 
➔​Character Deprecation in Fake News: Is it in Supply or Demand? Group processes and intergroup 

relations 2021  
➔​ Cognitive reflection and the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election Personality and Social Psychology 

Bulletin 2019 
➔​ Human Cooperation and the Crises of Climate Change, COVID-19, and Misinformation Annual 

Review of Psychology 2022 

https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/jillianjordan/files/third-party_punishment_as_a_costly_signal_of_trustworthiness.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/28/opinion/sunday/whats-the-point-of-moral-outrage.html
https://www.pnas.org/content/106/15/6187
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/47/e2114388118
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1461077228494770182?s=20
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2315195121
https://x.com/al_cibiades/status/1762617346990997505?s=20
https://psyarxiv.com/dhg6k/
https://twitter.com/DG_Rand/status/1669395286169354245?s=20
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364661325001822
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1368430220965709
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1368430220965709
https://daverand.squarespace.com/s/2018-Pennycook-Rand-PSPB.pdf
https://daverand.squarespace.com/s/2018-Pennycook-Rand-PSPB.pdf
https://psyarxiv.com/6tpa8/
https://psyarxiv.com/6tpa8/

	Papers related to misinformation from ​David Rand and Gordon Pennycook’s research team 
	Key papers 
	Overview of our methodological approach  
	Evaluating interventions to fight misinformation 
	Human-AI dialogues 
	Accuracy prompts 
	 
	Crowdsourcing  
	 
	Warnings/Corrections 
	 
	Source Information 

	 
	Role of reasoning in detecting versus falling for misinformation 
	 
	Experimental papers 
	 
	Correlational papers 
	 
	Cross-cultural papers 

	 
	Elite Party Cues/Messaging  
	➔​Measuring exposure to misinformation from political elites on Twitter Nature Communications 2022 [X thread] [Web app to show any Twitter user’s exposure to elite misinfo] 
	 
	Illusory truth and the effect of repetition on belief 
	 
	Politically motivated reasoning (or lack thereof) 
	 
	Polarization, echo chambers, and moral outrage 
	 
	Other papers related to misinformation 

