
Homegoing Service: Top Questions 
Answered for Families 
Planning a homegoing service is a deeply meaningful process, especially within the African 
American community. This unique celebration of life honors the spiritual journey of a loved one 
returning "home" to the Lord. As families prepare, many have important questions about 
traditions, etiquette, and personalization. In this guide, we answer the most common 
homegoing-service-questions to help you create a memorable and respectful tribute. 

Video Shorts 1 - Video Shorts 2 

What Is a Homegoing Service? 
A homegoing service is a Christian funeral tradition, particularly significant in Black 
communities, that celebrates the deceased's transition to eternal life. Unlike somber funerals, 
homegoing services are often uplifting, filled with music, testimonies, and joyful remembrance. 
The focus is on faith, hope, and the promise of reunion in heaven. 

How Does a Homegoing Differ from a Traditional 
Funeral? 
While both honor the deceased, a homegoing service emphasizes spiritual liberation and 
celebration. The atmosphere is typically more vibrant, with gospel music, choir performances, 
and heartfelt eulogies. Family and friends are encouraged to share stories, sing, and participate 
actively in the service. 

Traditional Funeral Homegoing Service 

Somber, reflective tone Joyful, celebratory atmosphere 

Standard hymns and prayers Gospel music, choir, testimonies 

Formal structure Flexible, personalized program 

What Are the Key Elements of a Homegoing Service? 
Every homegoing service is unique, but most include the following elements: 

●​ Processional: The family enters, often accompanied by music. 
●​ Scripture Readings: Selected Bible passages reflecting faith and hope. 
●​ Musical Tributes: Choirs, soloists, or recorded gospel songs. 
●​ Reflections: Family and friends share memories and testimonies. 
●​ Eulogy: Delivered by a pastor or loved one, celebrating the life and faith of the deceased. 

https://funeralchannel.co/2026/07/23/homegoing-service-top-questions-answered-for-families-planning-a-celebration-of-life/
http://top-10-homegoing-service-questions.html
https://youtube.com/shorts/ZYQM4HWFtwk?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/7CUlCpiQiMg?feature=share
https://fps2025.blogspot.com/2026/07/top-10-homegoing-service-questions.html


●​ Committal: Final prayers and the symbolic "sending home." 

How Can We Personalize a Homegoing Service? 
Personalization is at the heart of a meaningful homegoing. Consider these ideas: 

●​ Include favorite scriptures, poems, or songs of the departed. 
●​ Display a photo collage or video tribute. 
●​ Invite multiple speakers to share diverse perspectives. 
●​ Offer a printed program with a biography, order of service, and special acknowledgments. 

What Should We Wear to a Homegoing Service? 
Attire is typically formal, with many choosing black or dark colors. However, some families 
request attendees wear white or vibrant colors to reflect the celebratory spirit. Always check the 
family’s wishes or the invitation for guidance. 

How Long Does a Homegoing Service Last? 
Services usually last between 1-3 hours, depending on the number of speakers, musical 
selections, and traditions observed. Some may be shorter or longer based on family 
preferences. 

Can Non-Religious Elements Be Included? 
While rooted in Christian faith, homegoing services can be adapted to reflect the beliefs and 
values of the deceased. Families may include poems, secular music, or personal readings 
alongside traditional elements. 

Where Can I Learn More About Homegoing Services? 
For a comprehensive overview, watch this detailed video guide or explore our YouTube channel 
for more resources. You can also listen to our latest podcast episode for expert insights. 

Frequently Asked Homegoing-Service-Questions 
●​ Do we need a printed program? While not required, a program helps guide attendees 

and serves as a keepsake. 
●​ Who leads the service? Usually a pastor, but family members or friends may also 

officiate. 
●​ Are children welcome? Yes, homegoing services are family events. 
●​ Can we livestream the service? Many families choose to stream for distant loved ones. 

Additional Resources 
●​ Visit our brand page for more support 
●​ Explore more videos on our YouTube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tw6jTaUDRg0&list=PLK2xSmHW52SR4XnamwmQym8DZ_JOD5_il
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLK2xSmHW52SQrA57vGjdPz_0M7KQyC_ic
https://www.podbean.com/player-v2/?i=nx982-1b1bc84-pb
https://sites.google.com/view/the-funeral-service/funeral-planning/how-to-personalize-a-homegoing-service/homegoing-service-top-10-common-questions
https://storage.googleapis.com/fps2025/FPS.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLK2xSmHW52SQrA57vGjdPz_0M7KQyC_ic


For more details and a deeper dive into homegoing-service-questions, read the full guide here. 

https://www.funeralprogramsite.com/blogs/articles/homegoing-service-top-questions
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