
Fun Ways to Get to Know Our Students 
EmpowerCon Rantoul 2025 

https://bit.ly/knowstudentsspina 
Carly Spina​    ​ ​ @MrsSpinasClass​ @EducationBarbie​   

Cspina@cntrmail.org 
TikTok​ ​ BlueSky​ ​ Instagram​​ LinkedIn 

 
 

Carly will link the little tablet thingies here 
 
Blog Post: Ice Breakers & The Affective Filter 
 
Emoji: Small Group Activity with handouts OR whole group with this slide with 
stems/starters 
​ Extension for content 
​  
Learning & Pronouncing our Names 
​ My own OOPS moment 
 
Acknowledging birthdays/special days 
Bad Day Directions 
“No” card 
 
Co-Constructing Bulletin Boards 
​ BLANK/EMPTY BOARD SIGNS 
​ Hexagons: How are we all connected? 

Music Notes: Our Class Faves 
Clouds: What are we dreaming for 7th grade? 
Speech Bubbles: Our current favorite quotes 

 
Unpopular Opinion 

mailto:Cspina@cntrmail.org
https://www.tiktok.com/@mrsspinasclass
https://bsky.app/profile/mrsspinasclass.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/educationbarbie/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carly-spina-34730a164/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=lcd+tablets+for+writing&crid=22T2FROOQ56SU&sprefix=lcd+tablets+for+writing%2Caps%2C162&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://movingbeyondformls.blogspot.com/2021/08/ice-breakers-affective-filter.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YQbqdqwd9H5JFeW36yv-ZTLPoiShk3zStDu4F_ljYQE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ALkSntHwpc-185lCW1rT1R2hA_8JZnVRD5HzKwpcRKY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ALkSntHwpc-185lCW1rT1R2hA_8JZnVRD5HzKwpcRKY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13QmgfgQ8i7ej-5N4B6n103d5YOOXqKmAA-oT6jktR3k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18O_QefWYV2oHeO8V1GSB-FyBmgqckkpL-6sAEhU7lIk/edit?usp=sharing
https://movingbeyondformls.blogspot.com/2022/08/my-name-is-carly-and-i-like-candy-my.html
https://movingbeyondformls.blogspot.com/2022/08/some-students-really-dont-want-their.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VeSBaah_xYcofqj_wgdMklBfyf6a0r3GV1pCB9EufYI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/PATIKIL-Colorful-Classroom-Decoration-Assorted/dp/B0CSX9M3Q5/ref=sr_1_6_pp?crid=18412L7811WP7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.rEB6VgQrY92vv1i59pKq96gW0dwFwM-vztcMWVwoGQDB9U6rEDiSD7lZt5pQPxS4im_65bH77GdQjkAxqeVRHlP93kjNRjeaAVt92RTqIzjJniEQUQoH-M_71mPHQ91wR44rhvqH_YfnUtklGjTSCb9n9kYwbdG2NUe7QNdPANY-jvMRp4I6uOwGh4ASZedRm6B-aimVrAXyoFcpc3X7U6lsabcmyw_xV1yBzcMom_4zoXeKV8_UWwjYJenEx3vJWTopRd9gS6lAF98RgcHTeyzF-_2cfxM7zP5fXSaFJB8.z8KSghjKImTOH7dri_cAeDYnuRYFiIArOKOImsCOXxY&dib_tag=se&keywords=hexagons&qid=1752062124&sprefix=hexagons%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-6&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/PATIKIL-Colorful-Classroom-Decoration-Assorted/dp/B0CSX8RN9J/ref=sr_1_6_pp?crid=18412L7811WP7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.rEB6VgQrY92vv1i59pKq96gW0dwFwM-vztcMWVwoGQDB9U6rEDiSD7lZt5pQPxS4im_65bH77GdQjkAxqeVRHlP93kjNRjeaAVt92RTqIzjJniEQUQoH-M_71mPHQ91wR44rhvqH_YfnUtklGjTSCb9n9kYwbdG2NUe7QNdPANY-jvMRp4I6uOwGh4ASZedRm6B-aimVrAXyoFcpc3X7U6lsabcmyw_xV1yBzcMom_4zoXeKV8_UWwjYJenEx3vJWTopRd9gS6lAF98RgcHTeyzF-_2cfxM7zP5fXSaFJB8.z8KSghjKImTOH7dri_cAeDYnuRYFiIArOKOImsCOXxY&dib_tag=se&keywords=hexagons&qid=1752062124&sprefix=hexagons%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-6&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/PATIKIL-Colorful-Classroom-Decoration-Assorted/dp/B0CSX8RN9J/ref=sr_1_6_pp?crid=18412L7811WP7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.rEB6VgQrY92vv1i59pKq96gW0dwFwM-vztcMWVwoGQDB9U6rEDiSD7lZt5pQPxS4im_65bH77GdQjkAxqeVRHlP93kjNRjeaAVt92RTqIzjJniEQUQoH-M_71mPHQ91wR44rhvqH_YfnUtklGjTSCb9n9kYwbdG2NUe7QNdPANY-jvMRp4I6uOwGh4ASZedRm6B-aimVrAXyoFcpc3X7U6lsabcmyw_xV1yBzcMom_4zoXeKV8_UWwjYJenEx3vJWTopRd9gS6lAF98RgcHTeyzF-_2cfxM7zP5fXSaFJB8.z8KSghjKImTOH7dri_cAeDYnuRYFiIArOKOImsCOXxY&dib_tag=se&keywords=hexagons&qid=1752062124&sprefix=hexagons%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-6&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/PATIKIL-Colorful-Classroom-Decoration-Assorted/dp/B0CSX98NRJ/ref=sr_1_6_pp?crid=18412L7811WP7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.rEB6VgQrY92vv1i59pKq96gW0dwFwM-vztcMWVwoGQDB9U6rEDiSD7lZt5pQPxS4im_65bH77GdQjkAxqeVRHlP93kjNRjeaAVt92RTqIzjJniEQUQoH-M_71mPHQ91wR44rhvqH_YfnUtklGjTSCb9n9kYwbdG2NUe7QNdPANY-jvMRp4I6uOwGh4ASZedRm6B-aimVrAXyoFcpc3X7U6lsabcmyw_xV1yBzcMom_4zoXeKV8_UWwjYJenEx3vJWTopRd9gS6lAF98RgcHTeyzF-_2cfxM7zP5fXSaFJB8.z8KSghjKImTOH7dri_cAeDYnuRYFiIArOKOImsCOXxY&dib_tag=se&keywords=hexagons&qid=1752062124&sprefix=hexagons%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-6&th=1


​ “Puppies aren’t cute, they’re annoying.”  
 
Class Playlists: Spotify/YouTube 
 
Co-Constructed Interest Boards: 
​ Who’s a Gamer?!  
 
Co-Constructed List of Class Brain Breaks 
 
Indoor Recess How-To Game Day 
 
Hexagonal Connections 

Hexagonal Thinking  Digital Activity with additional resources 
Small printed hexagons for small groups 
Gigantic ones for whole class/giant mural 
 

BONUS: From our friend Nicole Fitting! THANK YOU!!! 
Spanish World Language Teachers who teach using Acquisition Driven 
Instruction 
Hexagonal Thinking Resource- Professora Bertha Degaldillo 

 
Brain Breaks- LaMaestraLoca 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10NGavzzDbEGQ9u5a4KOg63AP4vHMFj8sEdpkTbue68w/edit?usp=sharing
https://profesoradelgadillo.com/hexagonal-thinking-ideas-for-your-spanish-language-classes/
https://www.lamaestraloca.com/category/brain-breaks/

