
 

  Nursery Reading Curriculum Overview 2 
 Cycle 1: September 2025 - July 2026 

Cycle 2: September 2026 - July 2027 
 

Starting points Class texts nursery Songs and rhymes/ non-fiction/ poetry 

AU1 
 

My family and Me! 

 
 
 
The Natural World 

Around Me! 

 

 ‘You Choose’  

‘You Choose Your Dreams’ 

 

‘Teddy Bears’ 

‘Pets’ (Books about different 
pets in homes) 

‘Toys’ 

‘The Everywhere Bear’ 

‘The Very Busy Spider’ T4W 

‘Spinderella’ 

‘My Family & Home’ 

‘All Kinds of People’ 

●​ Good Morning Song 
●​ Wash, wash, wash your hands! 
●​ This is the way we say Goodbye! 
●​ This is the way we….eg wash our face/put on our coats etc! 
●​ Heads, shoulders knees and toes 
●​ 10 Fingers Song 
●​ 10 in the bed 
●​ 10 green bottles 
●​ 1 finger one thumb keep moving 
●​ Here is the town and here are the people 
●​ Tommy Thumb Tommy Thumb 
●​ 5 Little Speckled Frogs 
●​ 5 Little Ducks 
●​ Baa baa black sheep 
●​ Incy Wincy Spider 
●​ There's a Worm at the bottom of my garden 
●​ Little Peter Rabbit had a fly upon his nose! 
●​ Miss Polly had a Dolly 
●​ Everybody do this, do this just like me! 
●​ Polly put the kettle on! 
●​ Teddy Bear Teddy Bear turn around 
●​ Round and round the garden like a teddy bear 
●​ If you're happy and you know it! 
●​ How much is that doggy in the window! 
●​ Pussy cat pussy cat where have you been? 
●​ Wind the bobbin up 
●​ Here we go round the mulberry bush 

 
 

●​ NF - Books about families 



‘A Lift the Flap Book of 
Emotions’ 

‘What if We Were all the 
Same’ 

‘Each Peach Pear Plum’ 

‘Peepo’ 

‘Oi Dog’ 

‘Oi Cat’ 

‘Oi Puppy’ 

‘Kindness’ 

‘Uniqueness’ 

‘The Owl Babies’ - T4W 

‘Where’s My Teddy’ 

‘This is the boy’ stories (Big 
books) 

‘Room on the Broom’ (big 
book) - T4W 

‘Pumpkin Soup’ 

‘The Very Helpful Hedgehog’ 

●​ NF - Books about bodies 
●​ NF - Books about different types of homes 

AU2 
 

The Wonderful 
Outdoors! 

‘Woodland Animals’ 
 
‘Supertato’ 

●​ Row, row, row your boat 
●​ Little Jack Horner 
●​ Rock a bye baby 
●​ ‘1 potato, 2 potato…# 



 
 

Nursery Rhyme 
Week (15th - 19th 

Nov 2021) 

 
Diwali 

 
 

Super Powers! 

 
 

Celebrations! 

 

 
‘The Very Busy Spider’ - T4W 

 
 
‘Pumpkin Soup’ 
 
‘Bonfire Night’ 

 
 
‘Superworm’ - T4W 
 
‘Snail Trail’ 
 
‘The Stick Man’ -T4W 
 
‘The Gruffalo’ - T4W 
 

●​ Rain rain go away 
●​ I hear thunder! 
●​ There were 5 in the bed 
●​ Incy Wincy Spider 
●​ Superhero Songs &  Poetry 
●​ Hickory dickory dock 
●​ There’s a worm at the bottom of the garden 
●​ 5 Little Worms on the Garden Lawn 
●​ Nobody likes me! 
●​ Little Peter rabbit had a fly upon his nose! 
●​ Firework Poetry and Rhymes 
●​ I know an Old Lady who swallowed a fly 
●​ 1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive 
●​ 10 Green Bottles 
●​ 1,2 Buckle My Shoe… 
●​ Diwali Diwali is here again 
●​ Jingle Bells 
●​ Twinkle Twinkle Christmas Star 
●​ Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
●​ Snowflake Snowflake 
●​ I’m a Little Snowman 
●​ Father Christmas Father Christmas he got stuck 
●​ We wish you a Merry Christmas 
●​ When santa got stuck up the chimney 

 

●​ NF - Diwali 
●​ Outdoors - Weather conditions, Birds, Wildlife, Water 

 

 

 

 



 

‘The Gruffalo’s Child’ - T4W 
 
Christmas Stories 
 
‘The Story of the First 
Christmas’ 
 

 
‘Diwali’ 

 

 

SP1 
 

Adventures of the 
Sky! 

‘Peace at Last’ - T4W 
 
‘Whatever Next’ - T4W 
 
‘Mr Wolf’s Pancakes’ 
 
‘You choose - Space’ 
 
‘Zoom Rocket Zoom’ 

●​ 5 Little Men in a Flying Saucer 
●​ Songs about planets and space, rockets 
●​ Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 
●​ Mr Moon 
●​ There was a man lived in the moon 
●​ 5 small stars that shone so bright 
●​ Pancake song 
●​ Little Peter Rabbit had a fly upon its nose! 



 
 

How Does Your 
Garden Grow? 

 

 

 
‘Little Kipper’s Rocket’ 
 
‘My Very First Space Book’ 
 
‘Meet the Planets’ 
 
‘Aliens Love Underpants’ T4W 
 
‘Peter Rabbit’ 
 
‘Beatrix Potter’ books 
 
‘Oi Frog’ 
 
‘We’re Going on an Egg Hunt’ 
 
‘The Rhyming Rabbit’ 

●​ 5 Little Speckled Frogs 
●​ 5 Little ducks went swimming one day 
●​ 5 currant buns in a bakers shop 
●​ Climbing up the candlestick went Little Mousey Brown 
●​ Baa baa black sheep 
●​ Hickory Dickory Dock 
●​ Humpty Dumpty sat on the wall 
●​ To Market To Market to buy a … 
●​ Sleeping Bunnies 
●​ 1 potato, 2 potatoes… 
●​ Mary Mary Quite Contrary! 

 

●​ NF - Growing & Gardening 
●​ NF - Planets, Space, Sun, Moon and Stars 
●​ CHINESE NEW YEAR (1st Feb 2022) 

SP2 
 

New Life  
&  

Minibeasts 

 
 

Food Glorious 
Food! 

 

‘The Enormous Turnip’ - T4W 
 
‘Rosies Walk’ - T4W 
 
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ 
 
‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’ - T4W 
 
‘The Little Red Hen’ 
 
‘Olivers Vegetables’ 
 
‘Olivers Fruit Salad’ 
 
‘Eat Your Peas’ 
 
‘Handa's Surprise’ - T4W 
 
‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ - 
T4W 
 
‘The Gingerbread Man’ - T4W 

●​ Little Arabella Miller saw a hairy caterpillar! 
●​ I like to eat eat eat apples and bananas 
●​ Slowly slowly, crawls the garden snail 
●​ Climbing up the candlestick went little mousy brown 
●​ Baa baa black sheep 
●​ 5 fat sausages sizzling in a pan 

 
●​ NF - Minibeasts  
●​ NF - New Animals - Baby and Adult 
●​ NF - Growing Food in the garden 

 
 
 
 

 



 

SU1 
 

Once Upon a Time 

 
Dangerous 
Animals! 

 

‘You Choose Fairy Tales’ 
 
‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ 
- T4W 
 
‘The Three Little Pigs’ -T4W 
 
‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ - 
T4W 
 
‘Little Red Riding Hood’ 
 
‘The Gingerbread Man’ - T4W 
 
‘The Princess and the Pea’ 
 
‘Harry and the Dinosaurs’ 
 
‘Dinosaurs love Underpants’ 
 
‘Flip Flap Dinosaurs’ 
 
‘Zog’ 
 
‘The Snail and the Whale’ 

●​ When Goldilocks went to the house of the bears 
●​ There was a princess long ago 
●​ Who’s afraid of the big bad wolf! 
●​ Little Red Riding Hood songs - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/music-ks1-little-red-riding-hood-song6/zkm4rj6 
●​ Songs and rhymes about dinosaurs 

 
●​ NF - Dangerous Animal Information Books - Sea and Land Animals 

SU2 
 

Animals of the 
World 

‘Dear Zoo’ - T4W 
 
‘Shark in the Park’ 
 
‘Shark in the Dark’ 

●​ This little piggy went to market 
●​ One man went to mow 
●​ B-I-N-G-O 
●​ 2 Little Dickie Birds 
●​ I went to the garden and... 
●​ Old McDonald had a farm 
●​ 1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive 
●​ Walking through the jungle what can we see? 
●​ If you meet a crocodile 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/music-ks1-little-red-riding-hood-song6/zkm4rj6


 
 

Real life 
Superheroes 

 
 

Transport and 
Travel 

 

 
‘What the Ladybird Heard’ 

 
 
‘A Squash and a Squeeze’ 
 
‘First Animal Encyclopedia’ 
 
‘Brown Bear Brown Bear What 
Do You See?’ - T4W (in EYFS 
LIBRARY) 
 
‘Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do 
You Hear?’ - T4W 
 

 
‘The Elephant and the Bad Baby’ 
 
‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ - 
T4W 
 

●​ Down in the jungle where nobody goes 
●​ Elephants have wrinkles! 
●​ We went to the animal fair 
●​ 5 cheeky monkeys jumping on the bad 
●​ Down at the station early in the morning! 
●​ Row row row your boat! 
●​ The big ship sails on the Alley Alley O 
●​ A sailor went to sea, sea, sea 
●​ The Wheels on the bus go round and round 
●​ When all the cows were sleeping 
●​ She sells seashells on the sea shore 

 
●​ NF - Places - Warm and Cold 
●​ NF - First Animal Encyclopedia 
●​ NF - Travel and Transport 
●​ NF - Welcome to our World: A Celebration of Children Everywhere 



‘Monkey Puzzle’ 
 
‘Night Monkey Day Monkey’ 
 

 
‘The Train Ride - T4W (BIG BOOK) 
 
Information books about - 
Nurses and Doctors, Vets, Police, 
Fire Service, Teachers# 
 
 

Assessment 
Outcomes 

  

 


