
Additional Resources 

There are many great resources about systems thinking that we encourage you to review to 

complement the materials in this course and deepen your learning. Here are just a few that we 

suggest. 

General Articles on Systems & Complexity 

●​ Articles on systemsthinker 
●​ A systemic approach to ending homelessness by David Peter Stroh and Michael Goodman 
●​ A systems approach to increasing the impact of Grantmaking by David Peter Stroh and 

Kathleen Zurcher 
●​ Toward Principles for Enhancing the Resilience of Ecosystem Services by Kimberly Bowman 

et. Al 
●​ Systems Archetypes at a Glance by Daniel Kim and Colleen Lannon 
●​ The art and science of systems change by Joe Hsueh 
●​ The art of systems thinking in driving sustainable transformation by Jo Confino 
●​ How Can the Study of Complexity Transform Our Understanding of the World? By Melanie 

Mitchell 
●​ Complexity 101: Behind the hype, what do we actually know? By Harry Jones 
●​ What is complexity? By Jeff Mohr 
●​ The 10 skills you need to survive in the Fourth Industrial Revolution by World Economic 

Forum (Complex problem solving is number 1) 
●​ Systems Grantmaking Resource Guide – Causal Loop Mapping 
●​ Open Source your Analysis: Participatory Approaches to Systems Mapping by Adapt 

Research and Consulting 
●​ Three Keys to Unlocking Systems-Level Change by Susan Misra and Jamaica Maxwel 
●​ Toward Principles for Enhancing the Resilience of Ecosystem Services by Biggs et al 
●​ Systems Thinking for Social Change: A Practical Guide to Solving Complex Problems, 

Avoiding Unintended Consequences, and Achieving Lasting Results by David Peter Stroh 
[Book] 

●​ Thinking in Systems: A Primer by Donella Meadows and Diana Wright [Book] 
●​ Aid on the Edge of Chaos by Ben Ramalingam [Book] 
●​ Making Peace Last: A Toolbox for Sustainable Peacebuilding by Rob Ricigliano [Book] 

 

https://thesystemsthinker.com/
http://www.appliedsystemsthinking.com/supporting_documents/TopicalHomelessness.pdf
http://www.bridgewaypartners.com/Portals/0/Documents/Grantmaking_SoL_Article.pdf
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-environ-051211-123836
https://thesystemsthinker.com/pocket-guide-using-the-archetypes/
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/systems-change-joe-hsueh-secondmuse
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/systems-thinking-sustainable-transformation
https://www.bigquestionsonline.com/2014/01/20/how-can-study-complexity-transform-our-understanding-world/
http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/complexity-101-behind-the-hype-what-do-we-actually-know/
http://blog.kumu.io/what-is-complexity/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/01/the-10-skills-you-need-to-thrive-in-the-fourth-industrial-revolution?utm_content=buffer0fb74&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://systems.geofunders.org/systems-resources/causal-loop-mapping
http://www.adaptconsulting.org/blog/2016/1/22/open-source-your-analysis-participatory-approaches-to-systems-mapping
http://ssir.org/articles/entry/three_keys_to_unlocking_systems_level_change?platform=hootsuite
https://www.amazon.com/Systems-Thinking-Social-Change-Consequences/dp/160358580X
https://www.amazon.com/Systems-Thinking-Social-Change-Consequences/dp/160358580X
https://www.amazon.com/Thinking-Systems-Donella-H-Meadows/dp/1603580557
https://www.amazon.com/Aid-Edge-Chaos-International-Cooperation/dp/0199578028
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Peace-Last-Sustainable-Peacebuilding/dp/1594519951


Leverage 

●​ Leverage Points: Places to Intervene in a System by Donella Meadows 
●​ Acupuncture approaches to conflict transformation by Orit Gal 

 

Strategy 

●​ Strategy as a Wicked Problem by John Camillus 
●​ collective impact Kumu post by Jeff Mohr, referencing Richard Rumelt's book "Good 

Strategy/Bad Strategy" 
●​ General readings on collective impact posted on SSIR. 

 

Learning 

●​ Emergent Learning: A Framework for Whole- System Strategy, Learning, and Adaptation by 
Marilyn Darling et. Al 

●​ Teaching Smart People how to Learn 

 

Networks 

●​ Networks: The New Organizational Strategy by Charlie Brown 
●​ Networks of Effective Action: Implementing an Integrated Approach to Peacebuilding by Rob 

Ricigliano 
●​ Transformer: How to build a network to change a system. A case study of the Re-Amp 

Energy Network by Heather McLeod Grant 

 

http://donellameadows.org/archives/leverage-points-places-to-intervene-in-a-system/
https://conflictinnovationlab.files.wordpress.com/2013/06/part-iii-applications-addressing-realities-on-the-ground-v22.pdf
https://hbr.org/2008/05/strategy-as-a-wicked-problem
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/collective_impact
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1284&context=tfr
https://hbr.org/1991/05/teaching-smart-people-how-to-learn
http://ssir.org/articles/entry/networks_the_new_organizational_strategy
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/d68a/2a132476efe44fe579b2918dcc8bf6d2d966.pdf
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/d68a/2a132476efe44fe579b2918dcc8bf6d2d966.pdf
http://www.garfieldfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Transformer_Monitor-Institute-RE-AMP-Case-Study.pdf
http://www.garfieldfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Transformer_Monitor-Institute-RE-AMP-Case-Study.pdf


Being & Leading in Complexity 

●​ The Practice of Adaptive Leadership: Tools and Tactics for Changing Your Organization and 
the World by Ronald Heifetz, Marty Linsky, and Alexander Grashow [Book] 

●​ Strategies for Learning from Failure by Amy Edmondson 
●​ All Changes Great and Small: Exploring Approaches to Change and its Leadership by Higgs 

and Rowland 
●​ The Dawn of System Leadership by Senge et. Al 
●​ A Leaders Framework for Decision Making by David Snowden and Mary Boone 
●​ A guide to managing in the face of complexity by Richard Hummelbrunner and Harry Jones 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Practice-Adaptive-Leadership-Changing-Organization/dp/1422105768/ref=pd_sim_14_15?ie=UTF8&dpID=41FMIpGQe%2BL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR125%2C160_&psc=1&refRID=7V9HT0A7NNF31MMNYZX4
https://www.amazon.com/Practice-Adaptive-Leadership-Changing-Organization/dp/1422105768/ref=pd_sim_14_15?ie=UTF8&dpID=41FMIpGQe%2BL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR125%2C160_&psc=1&refRID=7V9HT0A7NNF31MMNYZX4
https://hbr.org/2011/04/strategies-for-learning-from-failure
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14697010500082902
http://ssir.org/articles/entry/the_dawn_of_system_leadership
https://hbr.org/2007/11/a-leaders-framework-for-decision-making
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/8662.pdf

