
Multimodal Provocations 
 

Here are some ideas for different types of provocations you can use to invite your 
students to explore, think and question. 
 

As you inquire, remember to pay attention to observations, questions, theories and/or 
misconceptions that arise spontaneously with your students.  You can move these 
inquiries forward if you select provocations, wise words from your students, or 
questions/theories/misconceptions to bring back to the group so they can continue to 
inquire, explore, and grow their collective thinking/knowledge. 
 

❏​ anchor Texts (ie: picture books, 
piece of text from a novel, news 
article, coffee table books, etc...) 

❏​ nature walks with intention 
❏​ observing natural phenomena 

(flooding/erosion) 
❏​ expert speakers 
❏​ community mentors 
❏​ virtual guests 
❏​ virtual field trips 
❏​ virtual museums 
❏​ live cams 
❏​ stories  
❏​ interactive read-alouds 
❏​ videos 
❏​ Ted Talk 
❏​ Ted Ed Lessons 
❏​ Mystery Doug 
❏​ quotes 
❏​ poetry 
❏​ provocation blanket 
❏​ métissage 
❏​ experiments 
❏​ ads 
❏​ images 
❏​ documentaries 
❏​ your students' wise words 

❏​ your students’ theories 
❏​ your students’ misconceptions 
❏​ your students’ questions 
❏​ blogs 
❏​ field trips 
❏​ primary and secondary sources 
❏​ political cartoons 
❏​ artifacts and provocation blankets 
❏​ local issues/dilemmas 
❏​ news articles/reports 
❏​ statistics  
❏​ food, scents, sounds 
❏​ magazines 
❏​ fun facts 
❏​ questions 
❏​ shared experiences 
❏​ non-fiction books 
❏​ live web cams (example) 
❏​ building things and stem 

challenges 
❏​ play tables 
❏​ things that are connected to what 

your students are already curious 
about 

❏​ Mystery class 
❏​ Etc… 

 
See provocations:  
➢​ ILT Provocation Bins 
➢​ ILT Curated Digital Provocations 
➢​ UN Global Goals Provocations 
➢​ ILT Curated Anchor Texts & Picture Books (by topic) 

https://www.ted.com/talks
https://ed.ted.com/
https://mysterydoug.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13asuXE-RQ4gXJPf8ehLePkEuM4vNBhz1YKNpyNkdCws/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pFS11fHUAKTKiIFsvrQ-J6BwM3520i1_
https://explore.org/livecams/
https://journeynorth.org/tm/mclass/How.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MweWnOL5Ncv9fb-qDp6nyCOpL8zIfjBi?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1exTX2G4GcZmyGuy5mNl7vaK1JAamp2xW9VYFzDxjdeI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iFcMpeOGz5lxmBaTG7S0lVB_7EnuXOXizo6X05CVjK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xSY9kZDYBGTAbc4FEa8bM_sXhUV1jSEW-gKnOMZBaGk/edit?usp=sharing


 
Making Thinking (and Feeling) Visible Routines:  You might want to consider having your 
students use Making Thinking Visible Strategies to think about their own thinking so they 
can have deeper conversations with each other.  This will allow them to build collective 
knowledge as they connect to, question, and build on each other’s thinking. 
 
In what ways will you create opportunities for students to make their thinking visible to 
themselves and then to others throughout inquiry?  
 
Ideas for Making Thinking Visible routines to pair with provocations:  

●​ MTV (see it in action here) 
●​ Using Thinking Materials as Thinking Partners 
●​ Collective Knowledge Building 
●​ EL Education Protocols (see it in action here) 
●​ ILT strategy stickers… 

 
 

https://cdd17293-db3d-4484-a743-c12189eb6cac.filesusr.com/ugd/13c5b5_a8a2213bc5bc40dba6b59151973e7d57.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
http://www.rcsthinkfromthemiddle.com/thinking-routines.html
https://www.instructionalleadershipteam.com/thinking-with-materials
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RVEnqoUuX5IL7pCJsCrQt4SZ8auwv82qk4vu9vIfKxc/edit?usp=sharing
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/sites/default/files/curriculumtools_classroomprotocols_053017.pdf
https://eleducation.org/resources/collections/protocols-in-action-videos
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B52afi0RKnV-NFpkZ3JTYmdmSGc

