Dear Chris Sherwood (RSPCA CEOQ) and Claire Horton CBE (RSPCA Board Chair)

We're celebrating the RSPCA's 200th anniversary with you. You've helped make the world a
kinder place for many animals.

Yet in the 200 years you've been in existence, you've failed to protect the largest group of
animals who are suffering the most — animals who are farmed. Your RSPCA Assured scheme is
failing to ensure the wellbeing of farmed animals, it is welfare-washing animal cruelty, and it is
misleading the public that animals can be farmed without cruelty. Aimost 100 investigations
over the past 16 years have shown shocking and heartbreaking levels of suffering in RSPCA
Assured farms and slaughterhouses. Newborn babies taken from their mothers. Animals
confined in crowded, stressful conditions their entire lives, with many dying from dehydration,
starvation, injury or disease. Animals stamped on, kicked and hit with blunt instruments. The
majority of animals gassed to death in slaughterhouses, which causes fear, pain and
suffocation. As you're aware, much of this is widespread under RSPCA's Assured scheme. Yet
the public is not aware of this, and r adverts intentionally hide this from them.

These investigations continually expose how animal cruelty is the norm in RSPCA-Assured
farms and slaughterhouses, not the exception. Endorsing animal cruelty not only erodes the
public's trust in the RSPCA, it holds us back as a society from making the changes we so
urgently need. Even your own president, Chris Packham, has described the evidence as "utterly
indefensible" and called for an immediate suspension of the Assured scheme. But despite
mounting investigations and pressure for many years to end the Assured scheme, nothing has
changed. If this level of cruelty was happening to dogs and cats, you'd be rescuing those
individuals and taking those responsible to court. We believe it's time for you to protect all
animals by ending the Assured scheme and promoting a kinder future that doesn't involve
harming and slaughtering animals in their billions.

Anyone who's spent time with a pig, chicken or cow knows they have as much personality as the
dogs and cats in our homes. They feel joy and sadness, and they value their lives — just like we
do. Charlie the piglet, who would have soon been killed in a slaughterhouse, was recently
rescued from one of your Assured farms with a huge growth on her face that needed medical
attention. Seeing the footage of her now, it's impossible not to smile to see her playing and
thriving in her new home. Every individual like Charlie should have the freedom to live. Yet, by
putting your stamp of approval on an industry that confines and kills billions of animals, you're
reinforcing the harmful myth that some animals matter more than others.

In your 200th anniversary video, you ask the UK public to respect all animals. As your friends
and allies, we're asking you to do the same. The RSPCA is the most trusted animal charity and
you have the influence to lead the way towards a better future for all of us. A future where all
animals are seen as unique individuals, rather than 'stock’; where our food system supports our
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planet, rather than destroys it; and where the food we eat sustains all of us, rather than makes
us vulnerable to disease and pandemics.

The science is clear — a transition away from farming animals is urgent and cannot be delayed
any longer:

e Billions of animals, just like Charlie, suffer and are killed every year in UK farms and
slaughterhouses;

Ancient forests are being chopped down to farm animals and grow food for them;
Waterways are being choked and polluted with waste from animal farms;

Farming animals is one of the biggest contributors to the climate and nature crises;
Animal-based foods aren't required in our diets and are a significant contributor to
chronic disease;

e Farming animals increases antibiotic resistance and the risk of more pandemics.

It takes courage to lead the way and create change in a society that may not seem ready for it.
But brave leadership is part of your legacy. Two of your founders helped end human slavery,
while another created the first ever animal cruelty law. This would have seemed radical at the
time, but is unquestionable today. While a move away from farming animals might seem radical
now, in the future the only question society will ask is: why didn't we do this sooner?

We know you set up the RSPCA Assured scheme with good intentions, but it fails to protect
animals, it misleads the animal-loving public, and it should no longer carry the RSPCA's trusted
name. Your 200th anniversary marks an opportunity to lead the way once again for animals, and
we ask that you create a kinder world for all animals by:

1. Dropping the RSPCA Assured scheme
2. Promoting a transition away from farming animals, towards a plant-based future.

This change is not just for Charlie and the billions of animals like her. It benefits all of us and
helps ensure a future for all of us — for generations to come. And as your friends and allies, we'll
be behind you every step of the way...

Signed by:

Ricky Gervais, Actor, Comedian
Sir Brian May, Co-Founder, Sir Brian May's Save Me Trust
Bryan Adams, Singer
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Dr Mark Jones, Vet, Animal Welfare Advocate

Professor Andrew Knight, School of Veterinary Medicine, Murdoch University, Western Australia
Dr Shailen Jasani, Emergency & Critical Care Specialist Vet, Founder, Veterinary Vegan Network
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Dr lain McGill, Vet, Scientist, Director, Progressive Veterinary Association

Dr Bronwen Eastwood, Vet, Director, Progressive Veterinary Association

Elliot Kneba, Veterinarian

Ines Bertinovec, Veterinarian
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Dr Gemma Newman, General Practitioner, NHS

Dr Christelle Blunden, General Practitioner, NHS

Dr Isabelle Benard, General practitioner, NHS

Dr Kush Naker, Infectious Diseases Registrar, NHS

Ayesha Smart, Barrister, Crown Court Judge

Samuel March, Barrister

Nicholas Taylor, Lawyer, Ambassador, International Aid for the Protection & Welfare of Animals
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Steve Hamon, Managing Director, The Vegan Society

Ingrid Newkirk, President, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
Rebecca Knowles, Founding Director, Stockfree Farming

Tina Matthews, Chair of Board, Freedom for Animals
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Dr Melanie Joy, Founding President, Beyond Carnism

Jo-Anne McArthur, Founder & President, We Animals



Amy Jones, Founder, Moving Animals
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Andy Shovel, Co-Founder, THIS
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Emilie Fitch, Co-Founder & CEO, People for Better Food

Dr Sailesh Rao, Executive Director, Climate Healers

Clare Farrell, Co-Founder, Extinction Rebellion
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James Hattersley, Executive Director, We The Free
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Almira Tanner, Lead Organizer, Direct Action Everywhere
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Dr Tessa Roberts, Queen Mary, University of London
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Bel Jacobs, Founder, The Empathy Project

Deborah Curtis, Creative Director, The Great Imagining
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Shreena Shah, Co-founder, Vegan Bites
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Billie Craig, Hertfordshire Assistant Manager, Blue Cross
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Rebecca Lewis, Athlete & Animal Rescuer
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