August 22, 2024

As leaders of diverse faith communities within Montgomery County, Maryland, we stand
united against the vandalism and vile hate speech recently vexing our schools, public
spaces, and houses of worship. While vibrant political discourse is a blessing of
America, criminality and intimidation has no place here.

Recurring acts of vandalism in our community have been designed to intimidate the
Jewish community and make children and adults feel unsafe. This is unacceptable.

The basic concept of ‘loving your neighbor’ is a shared value across Abrahamic faiths
(Leviticus 19:18; Mark 12:31; Sahih Muslim 45a:Bk 1, Hadith 77), and many other faith
traditions practiced throughout the County.

We stand together, because while today’s hate-filled acts target the Jewish community,
tomorrow’s bile may be pointed at other religious, ethnic, or groups because of their
sexuality, class, or gender identity in our community. Our diversity is our strength thus
we stand together to say these loathsome acts of vandalism have no safe harbor in
Montgomery County.
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Click here if you are a Montgomery County, Maryland faith leader and would like
to add your name in support of this statement.
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