
Columbia County Board of Education 
 Regular Session 
August 13, 2024 

5:30 p.m. 
  

The Columbia County Board of Education met at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, August 13, 2024, at the 
Columbia County Board of Education. The following Board of Education members were present:   
 

Mr. David Dekle, Chairman 
Mr. David Alalof, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Kristi Baker, Board Member 

Ms. Lee Ann Meyer, Board Member 
Ms. Judy Teasley, Board Member 

 
 

Call to Order 
Chairman David Dekle called the meeting to order.   
                                            

Invocation 
Martinez Baptist Church Youth Pastor Navin Jeremiadoss led the Invocation.  
  
                                                            Pledge of Allegiance                                                                       
Evans High School JROTC led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Approval of the Agenda 
Vice-Chairman David Alalof made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by 
Board Member Kristi Baker, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David 
Alalof, Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy 
Teasley. 
 

Special Recommendation 
Superintendent Flynt recommended Mrs. Melissa Buzzell for the Assistant Principal position at 
Martinez Elementary School, as presented.  Vice-Chairman David Alalof made a motion to 
approve Mrs. Melissa Buzzell for the Assistant Principal position at Martinez Elementary 
School, as presented, seconded by Board Member Kristi Baker, and approved by Chairman 
David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann 
Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 
6.   Special Recognition 

a.​ Georgia School Boards Association Youth Advisory Council 
b.​ National Junior Beta Club Competition 

 
7.   Board Comments (Optional) 
 
                                                                Business Section 
Superintendent Flynt requested approval of Consent Items 8a-g as presented.  Vice-Chairman 
David Alalof made a motion for approval of Consent Items 8a-g as presented, seconded by Board 
Member Lee Ann Meyer, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, 
Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 
8.  Approval of Consent Items 

a.​ Minutes of July 23, 2024, Work Session Meeting and Minutes of July 23, 2024, and 
Minutes of the July 29, 2024, Special Called Meeting  

b.​ June Financials 
c.​ Budget Amendments 
d.​ Fundraisers 
e.​ Employee Travel 
f.​ Program/Camp/Employee Participation Request 
g.​ Lease/Use of Facilities        

 
 
 

Approval of Board Policies 



Superintendent Flynt recommended final approval of the following board policies: Board Policy 
IB, Instructional Program Goals and Objectives, Board Policy IBB, Charter Schools, Board 
Policy, IC, Curriculum Development, Board Policy ICB, Curriculum Planning, Board Policy ID, 
Curriculum Design, Board Policy IDA, Basic Program, Board Policy IDAA, Career, Technical, 
and Agricultural Education (CTAE) Program, Board Policy IDAG, Values/Character Education, 
Board Policy IDB, Health and Physical Education, Board Policy IDBA, Sex Education, Board 
Policy IDCH, Dual Enrollment, Board Policy IDDB, Remedial Programs, Board Policy IDDC, 
Homebound Instruction Programs, Board Policy IDDD, Gifted Student Programs, Board Policy 
IDDF, Special Education Programs, Board Policy IDDG, Language Assistance: Program for 
English Learners (ELs), Board Policy IDDM, Alternative Education Programs, Board Policy 
IDDN, Work-Based Learning Programs, Board Policy IDE, Co-Curricular Activities, Board 
Policy IDF, Interscholastic Activities, Board Policy IDFA, Gender Equity in Sports, and Board 
Policy IEC, Class Size,  as presented.  Board Member Judy Teasley made a motion to approve 
Board Policy IB, Instructional Program Goals and Objectives, Board Policy IBB, Charter 
Schools, Board Policy, IC, Curriculum Development, Board Policy ICB, Curriculum Planning, 
Board Policy ID, Curriculum Design, Board Policy IDA, Basic Program, Board Policy IDAA, 
Career, Technical, and Agricultural Education (CTAE) Program, Board Policy IDAG, 
Values/Character Education, Board Policy IDB, Health and Physical Education, Board Policy 
IDBA, Sex Education, Board Policy IDCH, Dual Enrollment, Board Policy IDDB, Remedial 
Programs, Board Policy IDDC, Homebound Instruction Programs, Board Policy IDDD, Gifted 
Student Programs, Board Policy IDDF, Special Education Programs, Board Policy IDDG, 
Language Assistance: Program for English Learners (ELs), Board Policy IDDM, Alternative 
Education Programs, Board Policy IDDN, Work-Based Learning Programs, Board Policy IDE, 
Co-Curricular Activities, Board Policy IDF, Interscholastic Activities, Board Policy IDFA, 
Gender Equity in Sports, and Board Policy IEC, Class Size as presented, seconded Board 
Member Kristi Baker, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, 
Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
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Review of Board Policies 
Superintendent Flynt presented an overview of the following Board Policies:  Board Policy IED, 
Scheduling for Instruction, Board Policy IEDA, Recess/Unstructured Break Time, Board Policy 
IFAA, Instructional materials Selection and Adoption, Board Policy IFBD, Media Centers, Board 
Policy IFBGA, Electronic Communications, Board Policy IFBGB, Web Pages, Board Policy 
IFCB, Field Trips and Excursions, Board Policy IFCC, Community Resource Persons, Board 
Policy IFCD, School Volunteers, Board Policy IG, Guidance and Counseling Program, Board 
Policy IGB, Student Support Team, Board Policy IHA, Grading Systems, Board Policy IHAA, 
Final Examinations, Board Policy IHAB, Report Cards, Board Policy IHB, Homework, Board 
Policy IHE, Promotion and Retention, Board Policy IHF, Graduation Requirements, Board 
Policy IHF(6), Graduation Requirements-Entering Fall 2008-09 and thereafter, Board Policy II, 
Testing Programs, Board Policy IKB, Controversial Issues, Board Policy IKBB, Divisive 
Concepts complaint Resolution Process, Board Policy IKBC, Material Harmful to Minors 
Complaint Resolution Process, and Board Policy IKDA, Fag Displays.  These policies will 
remain on the table for review and will be brought back at the August 27, 2024, Board meeting 
for approval. 

 
Building Program  

Superintendent Flynt presented a project update. 



 
Bid Results 

Superintendent Flynt recommended approval of the bid results for ice cream products to Ice 
Cream Warehouse for a one-year contract through June 30, 2025, in the amount of $178,420.00, 
as presented.  Vice-Chairman David Alalof made a motion to approve the bid results for ice 
cream products to Ice Cream Warehouse for a one-year contract through June 30, 2025 in the 
amount of $178,420.00, seconded by Board Member Kristi Baker, and approved by Chairman 
David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann 
Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 

 

 
 

Superintendent Flynt recommended approval of the annual contract for membership with 
Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA) in the amount of $142,820.00, as presented.  
Vice-Chairman David Alalof made a motion to approve the annual contract for membership with 
Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA) in the amount of $142,820.00, as presented, 
seconded by Board Member Judy Teasley, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, 
Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and 
Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 
 



 
 

FY2025 Capital Outlay Program Application 
Superintendent Flynt recommended approval of the FY 2025 Capital Outlay Program funding 
which includes HVAC upgrades to one elementary school, Euchee Creek Elementary, and 
renovations and modifications to two high schools, Evans and Lakeside High Schools in the 
amount of $15,847,172.00, as presented.  Board Member Lee Ann Meyer made a motion to 
approve the FY 2025 Capital Outlay Application which includes HVAC upgrades to one 
elementary school, Euchee Creek Elementary, and renovations and modifications to two high 
schools, Evans and Lakeside High Schools in the amount of $15,847,172.00, seconded by 
Vice-Chairman David Alalof, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David 
Alalof, Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy 
Teasley. 
 



 
 
11. Superintendent Reports  
Superintendent Flynt presented the following reports and announcements. 
            a.  School Year Update for 2024-2025 
            b.  Labor Day Holiday, September 2 
​ c   Progress Reports, September 5 
​ d.  Columbia County Chamber of Commerce State of the Community Address, ​    ​
​      September 12 

e.  Early Dismissal/Parent Conferences, September 13 
f.   New Employee Induction, September 13 
g.  Annual Retirement Ceremony, September 25 
h.  Partner in Education Breakfast, September 27 
i.   Teacher of the Year Banquet, October 3 
j.   End of Nine Weeks, October 7 
k.  Student Fall Break/District Professional Learning Day, October 11 
l.   Columbus Day Holiday, October 14 
m. Report Cards, October 15 
 

            
 

Public Participation 
Chairman David Dekle called upon two participants who requested to speak during Public 
Participation.  Ms. Jessica Fisher requested to speak about Georgia Milestones scores and 
Benchmark transparency.  Ms. Karin Parham requested to speak regarding Board 
communication and transparency of the Building Program. 

 
Board Discussion 

There was no board discussion at this time.  
 

                                             Executive Session 
At this time, a motion for the Board to retire into Executive Session to discuss personnel, legal 
matters, and real estate was made by Vice-Chairman David Alalof, seconded by Board Member 
Kristi Baker, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board 
Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 
Upon returning from Executive Session Vice-Chairman David Alalof made a motion that 
Chairman David Dekle be directed to execute an affidavit, as called for by Georgia Law, 
affirming that no subject was discussed during Executive Session, which violated the Open 
Meeting Laws of the State of Georgia. The motion was seconded by Board Member Lee Ann 
Meyer, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board Member 
Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 

       Personnel Recommendations 
Vice-Chairman David Alalof made a motion for approval of the personnel list to include the 
Personnel Recommendations which were discussed in Executive Session, seconded by Board 



Member Kristi Baker, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, 
Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 

Board Items    
Board Member Lee Ann Meyer made a motion for approval of an easement request by Georgia 
Power located at 4781 Hereford Farm Road, Evans, Georgia as presented in Executive Session.  
The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman David Alalof, and approved by Chairman David 
Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, 
and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 
Board Member Lee Ann Meyer made a motion for approval of the sale of land, Parcel ID 
078H615, 0 Heathcliff Drive located behind Martinez Elementary School, as presented in 
Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman David Alalof, and approved by 
Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board Member Kristi Baker, Board 
Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley.  
 
Board Member Lee Ann Meyer made a motion for approval of the purchase of land, Parcel ID 
072B11, located at 0 Meadow Lane and the purchase of land, Parcel ID 072B130, located at 
4563 Cox Road as presented in Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman 
David Alalof, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board 
Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 
                                                                    Adjourn 
There being no further business, Vice-Chairman David Alalof made a motion to adjourn, 
seconded by Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, 
Vice-Chairman David Alalof, Board Member Kristi Baker, Board Member Lee Ann Meyer, and 
Board Member Judy Teasley. 
 

 
 

David Dekle, Chairman 
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​  

 
Dr. Steven Flynt, Secretary 

 


