
GAW: Hettinger 

Structure: How is Into the Wild organized?   How does its organizational structure effective? Why is it organized in this way? 
What is Krakauer’s line of reasoning? Have you noticed any patterns in the text? Please briefly explain the pattern before analyzing 
how it serves the author’s purpose / advances an argument.  
 

1. “The 
Alaska 
Interior” 
 
Alex goes 
into the 
wild. 
Jim Gallien 
 
 
 

2.”The 
Stampede 
Trail” 
 
Alex’s body is 
found 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3“Carthage” 
South 
Dakota 
 
 
Relationship 
with 
Westerberg 
(brief family 
background) 

4. “Detrital 
Wash” Arizona 
(Lake Mead) 

 
Chris’ yellow 
Datsun found 
off road, 
parents learn of 
it. Trip down 
river to Mexico, 
near-death 
experiencesJan, 
Bob, Slabs 

5. “Bullhead 
City”Arizona 
 
Working at 
McDs, 
settles down 
for few 
months. ​
​
(needy folks) 

6. “Anza- 
Borrego”C
A 
 
Franz 
 
(needy 
folks) 

7.“Carthage” 
South Dakota 
 
 
Working for 
Westerberg 
in Carthage, 
relationship 
with people 
there.  Alex’s 
chasity. 

8.”Alaska” 
 
 
McCandless - 
“mentally 
disturbed”? 
Examples of 
other 
adventurer. 
 
 
 

9. “Davis 
Gulch”(Utah) 
 
Everett 
Ruess 

Rhetorical  Situtation Structure 
Style 

Evidence Evidence Evidence 
Appeals to 
emotion 
and Chris’s 
psyche 

Evidence 
(author’s 
bias) 

Types of Evidence &  
purpose of Comparison 

10. 
“Fairbanks”  
 
 
 
Jim 
Gallien→ 
Westerberg 
→ Sam → 

11. 
”Chesapeake 
Beach” 
 
 
“Need for a 
Purpose” 
 
Chris’ 
upbringing/ 

12. 
“Annadale” 
 
“Obsequious 
attendance...in
hospitable 

board.”  
 
Chris’ early 
travels/tale 

13. “Virginia 
Beach” 
 
Carine. 
Learning of 
his death. 
Family’s 
aftermath. 

14.  The 
Stikine Ice 
Cap” 
 
Krakauer’s 
own 
experiences 
at Devil’s 
Thumb 

15.  The 
Stikine Ice 
Cap” 
 
Krakauer’s 
own 
experience
s at Devil’s 
Thumb 

16. “The 
Alaska 
Interior” 
 
Into the Wild, 
Chris’s diary 
entries/food 
& hunting 
journal: the 
moose 

17. “The 
Stampede 
Trail” 
 
 

18. “The 
Stampede 
Trail”= 



Chris’ family. 
 
 
 
 
 

the earlier 
years 

of his dad’s 
controlling 
personality 
& bigamy. 
Billie’s 
dream. 

rebuke/”Disa
ster...Rained 
in..lonely, 
scared.” 

Afterword: Hedysarum Alpinum Fact Checking 

 

 


