
1. In what year was the SS Republic built? 
 
2. When did the SS Republic set off from New York? 
 
3.Why didn’t the ship reach New Orleans? 
 
4. How many silver and gold coins did marine archaeologists succeed in 
bringing up? 
 
 
Match the words to the sentence: 

distance, reached, set off, succeeded 
 
SS Republic was a steamboat that used to transport passengers and gold 
coins in the 1850s. It was built in Baltimore, USA, in 1853. After that, it 
would travel to many foreign countries, including England, France, 
Nicaragua, and Panama. On October 18th, 1865, it (1)______________ 
from New York with 80 people on board and with $400,000 dollars in gold 
and silver coins. Its destination was New Orleans—a (2)______________ 
of 3,148 kilometers from New York. But the ship never (3)______________ 
New Orleans. Five days into the journey, there was a huge hurricane and 
SS Republic sank. In 2003, marine archaeologists discovered the wreck of 
SS Republic. They used robotic vehicles to examine the ship and 
(4)______________ in bringing up more than 51,000 silver and gold coins 
from the wreck. 
 
 
Match the words to the definition: 
A) to achieve what you are trying to achieve______________  
B) to arrive somewhere______________  
C) to start a journey______________  
D) the length of the space between two places or things______________  
 
 



 
 
 
SS Republic was a steamboat that used to transport passengers and gold 
coins in the 1850s. It was built in Baltimore, USA, in 1853. After that, it 
would travel to many foreign countries, including England, France, 
Nicaragua, and Panama. On October 18th, 1865, it (1)set off from New 
York with 80 people on board and with $400,000 dollars in gold and silver 
coins. Its destination was New Orleans—a (2)distance of 3,148 kilometers 
from New York. But the ship never (3)reached New Orleans. Five days into 
the journey, there was a huge hurricane and SS Republic sank. In 2003, 
marine archaeologists discovered the wreck of SS Republic. They used 
robotic vehicles to examine the ship and (4)succeeded in bringing up more 
than 51,000 silver and gold coins from the wreck. 


