
Evaluation & WILD Research 

Since 1983, at least 40 studies at the national and state level have evaluated Project WILD activities and 

materials. 

This research continues to illustrate that educators use Project WILD because they believe in its value. 

Project WILD has a positive impact on student knowledge about wildlife, and exposure to Project WILD 

activities has a positive impact on the attitudes of students towards wildlife and the constructs of 

wildlife. 

The ongoing evaluation of the program indicates that teachers are impressed by the interactive nature of 

the activities and believe there is value in both the materials and the training. Additionally, educators see 

the applicability of WILD activities in meeting rigorous educational standards. 

The following list contains a series of summaries on all known Project WILD evaluations and scholarly 

articles. Titles are provided below. If you have an evaluation not included in our Evaluation Library, feel 

free to share it with us by sending an email to projectwild@fishwildlife.org.  

2019 

●​ Activity Modifications for Growing Up WILD:  Supporting Young Learners with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder.  Master’s Capstone Project by Valerie Coduto.  

○​ Request copy at projectwild@fishwildlife.org  

2018 

●​ Leading from the Heart of Nature 

○​ Purchase required 

2016 

●​ Increasing teacher confidence in teaching and technology use through vicarious experiences 

within an environmental education context 

○​ Request access to text here 

●​ Facilitating the Acquisition of Social Skills Through Service Learning 

2015 

●​ In What Ways Are Pre-Service Teachers Being Prepared to Teach K-12 Students About the 

Environment?: An Investigation of Wisconsin’s Teacher Education Programs  

●​ Wild Beginnings:  How a San Antonio initiative instills the love of nature in young children 

 

mailto:projectwild@fishwildlife.org
mailto:projectwild@fishwildlife.org
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-53550-0_60
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303715058_Increasing_teacher_confidence_in_teaching_and_technology_use_through_vicarious_experiences_within_an_environmental_education_context
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303715058_Increasing_teacher_confidence_in_teaching_and_technology_use_through_vicarious_experiences_within_an_environmental_education_context
https://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3509&context=dissertations
http://eeinwisconsin.org/Files/eewi/2012/WEEBTeacherEducationReport.pdf
http://eeinwisconsin.org/Files/eewi/2012/WEEBTeacherEducationReport.pdf
http://naturalstart.org/sites/default/files/journal/journal_pages_72-84.pdf


2014 

●​ Growing Up WILD: Teaching Environmental Education in Early Childhood  

●​ ESL/SSL Strategies that Bridge Content and Language in Science: Experiential Learning in an 

Environmental Education Workshop pp.  498-504  

●​ "Growing Up WILD": Teaching Environmental Education in Early Childhood 

2013 

●​ Adoption of Growing Up WILD Curriculum by Formal and Non Formal Educators in West Virginia  

●​ Exploring the Wild World of Wiggly Worms! Science and Children 

○​ $0.99 to read for non-members 

●​ Health Benefits of Outdoor Recreation: Implications for Health Education Donna Breitenstein  & 

Alan Ewert 

○​ Need access 

●​ Outdoor/Environmental Education—An Overview for the Wise Use of Leisure Lei Lane 

Burrus-Bammel  & Gene Bammel 

○​ Need access 

2012 

●​ Building Capacity for Early Childhood Education with Diverse Audiences: 

●​ Growing Up WILD Evaluation 

●​ the spider files: firsthand experience with spiders debunks students' misconceptions 

●​ Partnerships Gone WILD: Preparing Teachers of Young Children to Teach about the Natural World  

●​ The living world in the curriculum: ecology, an essential part of biology learning 

○​ Need access 

  

2010 

●​ Environmental Education & Ecology in a Life Science Course for Pre-service K-8 Teachers Using 

Project Wildlife in Learning Design by Allan Nelson, The American Biology Teacher, March 2010, 

pg's 156-160 

○​ Abstract: During laboratory sessions devoted to ecology, 182 pre-service K-8 teachers 

participated in a Project Wildlife in Learning Design (WILD) workshop. Participants rated 

the workshop highly, indicated they would use more inquiry-based activities, and were 

more interested in teaching ecology following the workshop. Post-test scores indicated 

an increased content knowledge of ecology. 

●​ EE Teacher Inservice Education: The Need for New Perspectives  

○​ Access must be purchased or need an account 

●​ Do Our Kids Have Nature-Deficit Disorder? By, Richard Louv 

●​ Environmental Education & Ecology in a Life Science Course for Preservice K—8 Teachers Using 

Project Wildlife in Learning Design 

○​ Jstor account needed 

http://www.projectwild.org/documents/GUWresearchUNC2014.pdf
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00970050.1990.10616165
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00970050.1990.10616165
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07303084.1990.10606508?journalCode=ujrd20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07303084.1990.10606508?journalCode=ujrd20
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/GUW_Evaluation_ILI.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/GUW_Evaluation_ILI.pdf
http://secure.nsta.org/store/product_detail.aspx?id=10.2505/4/sc12_050_02_73
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00094056.2008.10523050
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00219266.2012.715425?journalCode=rjbe20
http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.1525/abt.2010.72.3.6
http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.1525/abt.2010.72.3.6
http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.1525/abt.2010.72.3.6
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00958964.1996.9941453
http://www.forestschoolportfolio.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/DoOurKidsHaveNature-DeficitDisorderLouv.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/abt.2010.72.3.6?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/abt.2010.72.3.6?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents


●​ The Impact of an Environmental Education Program on Knowledge and Attitude James B. 

Armstrong  & James C. Impara  

○​ Need access 

●​ What Research Says to the Educator Part Two: Environmental Education and the Affective 

Domain Louis A. Iozzi 

○​ Need access 

●​ The Thessaloniki Declaration: A Wake-Up Call for Environmental Education? Doug Knapp 

○​ Need access 

●​ The Inclusion of Environmental Education in Science Teacher Education pp 173-189 -- Summer 

Methods in Summer Camps: Teaching Projects WILD, WET, and Learning Tree at an Outdoor 

Environmental Education Center 

○​ Need access 

●​ Having a Field Day with Environmental Education Kristin R. Bennett  & Tina L. Heafner 

○​ Need access 

●​ Games in Instruction Leading to Environmentally Responsible Behavior Patricia Hewitt 

○​ Need access 

●​ Conversations With Environmental Educators: A Conversation With Four Classroom Teachers 

Trudi L. Volk 

○​ Need access 

●​ Approaches to Environmental Education 

○​ Need access 

●​ Traveling Boxes: A New Tool for Environmental Education 

○​ Need access 

●​ A Window into the Wild  

●​ Environmental Education Within Early Childhood 

○​ Purchase required 

2009 

●​ The Status of Environmental Education in Iowa Schools: A Survey of Barriers and Needs as 

Perceived by Teachers from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources Aquatic Education 

Program 

●​ The effects of outdoor science lessons with elementary school students on preservice teachers’ 

self-efficacy 

●​ Keeping It Real Olson, Joanne K; Clough, Michael P. Science and Children; Washington Vol. 46, 

Iss. 8,  (Apr/May 2009): 53-55. 

○​ Access needed past preview 

●​ Student-Centered Learning in an Earth Science, Preservice, Teacher-Education Course Margaret 

Avard Journal of College Science Teaching Vol. 38, No. 6 (July/August 2009), pp. 24-29 

○​ Need access 

●​ Making Natural Connections  

●​ Resources for Science in the Early Years Ashbrook, Peggy. YC Young Children; Washington Vol. 64, 

Iss. 6,  (Nov 2009): 68-69. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958964.1991.9943060
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958964.1991.9943060
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958964.1989.9943033?journalCode=vjee20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958964.1989.9943033?journalCode=vjee20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958960009598643
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-90-481-9222-9_12
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-90-481-9222-9_12
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-90-481-9222-9_12
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15330150490444232
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958964.1997.9942827
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958960309600590?journalCode=vjee20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958960309600590?journalCode=vjee20
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-90-481-9222-9_3
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958964.1997.9942831
http://www.earthrangers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/a_window_into_the_wild.pdf
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-90-481-9222-9_4
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/IowaTeacherSurveySummaryComplete.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/IowaTeacherSurveySummaryComplete.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/IowaTeacherSurveySummaryComplete.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF03173683
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF03173683
https://search.proquest.com/openview/457b1a3a578fbb15bfa70ac15bae84f2/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=41736
https://search.proquest.com/openview/457b1a3a578fbb15bfa70ac15bae84f2/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=41736
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42993313?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42993313?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.earthrangers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/making_natural_connections.pdf
https://search.proquest.com/openview/1fd6a487558e5323bb03ac5f9dc8e661/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=27755
https://search.proquest.com/openview/1fd6a487558e5323bb03ac5f9dc8e661/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=27755


○​ Need access 

 

2008 

●​ Partnerships Gone WILD: Preparing Teachers of Young Children to Teach About the Natural 

World by Courtney Crim, Blanche Desjean-Perrotta, and Christine Moseley  

 

2007 

●​ ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION SAVES THE DAY 

○​ Need access 

2006 

●​ Students Make Natural Connections through the Integration of Social Studies and Science by 

Susan Pass and Christine Moseley  

●​ Project Learning Tree Teacher Assessment Survey Janice Easton  & Martha C. Monroe 

○​ Need access 

2005 

●​ A Study of the Effectiveness of Environmental Education Curricula in Promoting Middle School 

Students' Critical Thinking Skills by Theresa Robinson  

●​ Enhancing natural resource programs with field trips 

2003 

●​ Effectiveness of Project WILD Classroom Instruction at the Middle School Level in South Dakota 

by Maria Swain Kearns 

●​ The effect of teaching outdoor environmental education on elementary preservice teachers’ 

self-efficacy 

○​ Must be purchased 

●​ The Benefits of for Outdoor Learning Centers for Young Gifted Learners 

○​ Need access 

●​ An Evaluation of the Wilderness and Land Ethic Curriculum and Teacher Workshops 

 

2002 

●​ Project WILD Educator Survey: Instrument Development and Pilot Study Findings by Joe 

Heimlich, Ph.D.  

●​ Brune, Jeff. Science and Children; Washington Vol. 39, Iss. 7,  (Apr 2002): 29-33. 

○​ Need access 

2001 

●​ Survey on the Usefulness of Project WILD by Luba Mycio-Mommers 

http://www.projectwild.org/documents/UTSAstudyPartnershipsGoneWILD.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/UTSAstudyPartnershipsGoneWILD.pdf
https://search.proquest.com/openview/44323f5a909c7c0c9f8005abe9a92304/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=41736
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2006PassandMoseleySurveyofPreserviceEducators.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2006PassandMoseleySurveyofPreserviceEducators.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15330150290106167
http://www.projectwild.org/2005RobinsonEffectivenessofEECurricula.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/2005RobinsonEffectivenessofEECurricula.pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.596.4877&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2003KearnsEffectivenessinMiddleSchool-SD_000.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2003KearnsEffectivenessinMiddleSchool-SD_000.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF03174740
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF03174740
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.4219/gct-2003-91?journalCode=gctc
https://www.wilderness.net/library/documents/IJWApr03_GundersonMcAvoy.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/37.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/37.pdf
https://search.proquest.com/openview/434d2438c9749fcbc09bbc9c56e97e6c/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=41736
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/38.pdf


●​ Project WILD Evaluation: Learner Knowledge and Attitude Gains by Joe E. Heimlich, Ph.D.; Diane 

Cantrell, PH.D.; Hongxia Duan, MS  

●​ Connecting students with special needs to the environment 

2000 

●​ Project WILD Evaluation Impact Studies I and II: Findings from Questionnaires, Observations, and 

Interviews Prepared by Randi Korn & Associates, Inc. 

●​ Environmental Education in the United States: A Survey of Preservice Teacher Education 

Programs by Rosalyn McKeown-Ice 

1999 

●​ Outdoor Pedagogy 

1998 

●​ Nevada Division of Wildlife Project WILD Survey: Summery of Results by Grace M. Woo, Ph.D.  

●​ PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR ELEMENTARY TEACHERS: A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT 

INVOLVING A UNIVERSITY, A FOREST LEARNING CENTER, INDUSTRY, AND STATE AGENCIES M. 

Faye Neathery , Justine Glynn , Katherine Long 

 

1997 

●​ The Schoolyard Habitat Movement: What It Is and Why Children Need It 

 

1996 

●​ Effects of the Implementation of Selected Activities from Project WILD on Fifth-grade Children's 

Knowledge about, and Attitudes and Behaviors toward Wildlife and the Environment in Taiwan 

by Hsaio-Peng Hua. B.S., M.A. 

●​ Measuring the Effectiveness of an Experiential Learning Approach: A Case Study Using Project 

WILD by Kristin Shari 

●​ Utah Project WILD Needs Analysis by Bruce S. Thompson and Pamela K. Thompson  

●​ School Yard Environmental Projects: A Planning Primer. 

1995 

●​ Measuring the Effectiveness of Experiential Learning Approach: A Case Study Using Project WILD 

Kristin S. Cargill 

 

1994 

●​ A Critical Evaluation of Training Workshops for Facilitators of Project WILD Workshops in New 

Hampshire for Instructing Practitioners Using These Materials by Jane Jackson 

 

http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2001HeimlichLearnerKnowledge.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2001HeimlichLearnerKnowledge.pdf
https://greenteacher.com/connecting-students-with-special-needs-to-the-environment/
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/35.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/35.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958960009598666
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00958960009598666
https://www.andrews.edu/library/car/cardigital/Periodicals/Journal_of_Adventist_Education/1999/jae199961043507.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/33.pdf
http://ejse.southwestern.edu/article/view/7590
http://ejse.southwestern.edu/article/view/7590
http://ejse.southwestern.edu/article/view/7590
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1023/A:1025694100870.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/30.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/30.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/30.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/29.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/29.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/31.pdf
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED408120
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/1_000.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/1_000.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/1_000.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/2.pdf


1993 

●​ West Virginia Project WILD Survey of Use by Art Shomo 

●​ An Assessment of an Aquatic Resources Education Program by Daniel Shaw 

●​ Project WILD Aquatic (K-6 Aquatic Education Program) Research Summary by Barbara D. Gigar  

●​ New opportunities for ecology education in the United States AR Berkowitz pages 45-48  

●​ Environmental Education: Some Global and Local Perspectives Marylin Lisowski, Robert Williams 

○​ Need access 

●​ The Inclusion of Environmental Education in Science Teacher Education Pages 35-36 

●​ Environmental Education: Bringing Children and Nature Together By Estes, Yvonne Baron 

○​ Need access 

 

1992 

●​ Environmental Education Survey for Project WET/WILD: Results of Teacher and Student 

Responses in the State of North Dakota Bureau of Educational Services and Applied Research 

●​ Evaluation of Project WILD Delivery Activities in Colorado by Steven J. Bissell 

●​ An Evaluation of Volunteerism in Project Learning Tree and Project WILD in Texas by Janice 

Schnake Greene 

●​ Evaluation of Project WILD: The State of Washington 1984-1992 by Margaret Tudor, Ph.D. 

●​ A Preliminary Survey Use of Project WILD/Aquatic WILD by Urban Teachers by Miriam L. Dunne 

1991 

●​ A Study of Project WILD's Impact on the Students of Exemplary Teachers by Lynette Fleming, 

Ph.D. 

●​ Characteristics and Motives of Volunteer Facilitators of Project WILD in Ohio by Barbara Scott 

Goman 

●​ Project WILD: Report Addendum -- Usage and Workshop Length; Aquatic Guide by Standag 

Accureach 

 

1990 

●​ Results of the Project WILD Survey -- 1990 North Carolina 

●​ An Evaluation of Project WILD's Effect on Student Knowledge and Attitude Toward WIldlife in 

Colorado by Therese M. Race 

●​ Summary: Arizona Project WILD 1990 -- Survey of Use 

●​ User and Non-user Assessment Study of Project WILD Materials by Standage Accureach, Inc. 

 

 

1989 

●​ A Study of Environmental Education: Attitudes and Practices Among Teachers at the Secondary 

Level by Margo Farnsworth 

●​ Effect of Project WILD on Fourth Grade Students in Wisconsin by Susan Gilchrist 

http://www.projectwild.org/documents/3.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/5.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/4.pdf
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=fZdJAYTB854C&oi=fnd&pg=PA45&dq=%22project+WILD%22+&ots=AIXAswVraw&sig=xeG6G48eYWMQh1e64sgJ2JvLXcU#v=onepage&q=%22project%20WILD%22&f=false
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/019263659307755610
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=NrrnM5MHT3UC&oi=fnd&pg=PR3&dq=%22project+WILD%22+&ots=FGt1Q63-X0&sig=82f5tRWGR0FlBORybto76qN6rKU#v=onepage&q=%22project%20WILD%22&f=false
https://www.questia.com/library/journal/1G1-13766468/environmental-education-bringing-children-and-nature
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/7.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/7.pdf
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http://www.projectwild.org/documents/10.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/10.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/8.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/6.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/12.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/12.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/11.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/11.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/13.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/13.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/13.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/15.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/17.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/17.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/16.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/14.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/14.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/19.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/19.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/18.pdf


●​ The Impact of Project WILD on Fourth Grade Students by Susan Gilchrist  

●​ Effective Environmental Education in Action: A Model for Success 

○​ Need access 

1988 

●​ An Assessment of the Use and Effectiveness of Project WILD (Wildlife in Learning Design) by 

Teachers and Youth Leaders in Oklahoma by Cynthia Leann Smith 

●​ Evaluation of Teacher Use of Project WILD by Dorothea A. Zosel 

1987 

●​ Environmental Education and its Effect on Students' Attitudes Toward the Curriculum by Denece 

Gleed Schwartz 

●​ A Case Study Analysis of Curriculum Implementation as Exemplified by Project WILD in One 

Midwestern State by Diane C. Cantrell 

1986 

●​ Project WILD Survey of Use and Needs by Cheryl Charles, Ph.D. 

●​ A Statewide Survey of Project WILD in Ohio: Final Report by Diance C. Cantrell 

1985 

●​ Evaluation Report of the 1985 Implementation of Project WILD in the Elementary Schools of Lee 

County, Florida by M. Lynette Fleming 

●​ Montana Project WILD Survey Results by Vince Yannone 

1983 

●​ Project WILD Evaluation: Final Report of Field Test by M. Lynette Fleming 

●​ ERIC Number: EJ328619 Record Type: Journal Publication Date: 1985 Pages: N/A Abstractor: N/A 

Reference Count: N/A ISBN: N/A ISSN: N/A Do Something WILD! Learning about Wildlife with 

Project WILD. Thompson, Craig D. Outdoor Communicator, v16 n1 p46-47 Spr-Sum 1985 

http://www.projectwild.org/documents/34.pdf
https://search.proquest.com/openview/faae40edf622f40989bbc9c46bc4d8fb/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=1816594
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http://www.projectwild.org/documents/21.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/20.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/22.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/22.pdf
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https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED287676
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/detail?accno=ED287676
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/25.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/24.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/26.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/26.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/27.pdf
http://www.projectwild.org/documents/28.pdf
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ328619
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ328619
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ328619

	Evaluation & WILD Research 
	Since 1983, at least 40 studies at the national and state level have evaluated Project WILD activities and materials. 
	This research continues to illustrate that educators use Project WILD because they believe in its value. Project WILD has a positive impact on student knowledge about wildlife, and exposure to Project WILD activities has a positive impact on the attitudes of students towards wildlife and the constructs of wildlife. 
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