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Presentation Link 

 

 

●​ M&A allows for affect - way the text makes you 
feel and the mood it evokes 

●​ Allows for focus on places 

 

●​ Repeat the learning to embed eg - look at sensory 
imagery through a number of texts 

●​ Language features that create mood/atmosphere 
can be used to shape a character and the ideas 
we form about them 

●​ Make explicit links back to previous unit 
●​ verbs/concrete nouns/senses 
●​ Helps students make connections across the 

units 

 

 

 

●​ Way the author describes or shows what a 
character is like 

●​ Encourage students to use correct terminology 
●​ Characterisation is the ‘how to’ of creating a 

character and influence the audiences reaction to 
that character 

 

●​ Show not tell is important… make links between 
what you are reading and how you could infer 
when writing - links can be made here 

●​  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15u-E8mVBrsZAMAdKUQAodo188MgcRDObB3-WH8s0UhA/edit#slide=id.g12ed16f427b_0_0


 

●​ Character Questionnaire - create own 
●​ Allows you to think deeply about the characters 

you are creating 
●​ Name, nickname, age… what password might 

they choose?, relationships with others, what 
tabs would be open on their device 

●​ All this builds rich character  
●​ Author’s aim is to hint, not state… 

 

●​ What would he/she watch on netflix? 
●​ How might they react if… 
●​ If they had XXX… what/where would that be? 
●​ What number are they in their family? 
●​ Which superhero would they be? 
●​ Where would they go on holiday? 

 

●​ What superpower would they have? 
●​ Search character archetypes… 

○​ A character archetype is a character who 
represents a specific set of universal, 
recognizable behaviours. - Link 

○​ Unpack these types of characters and the 
roles they play 

 

●​ Introduce morphemic awareness… pro/anti 
●​ Good characters have flaws 
●​ Good villains have some positive traits 

 

●​ Dynamic characters overcome an obstacle and 
change 

●​ Static characters remain the same 

 

●​  

https://blog.reedsy.com/12-common-character-archetypes-every-writer-should-already-know/


 

●​ Explore how characters evolve and change 
●​ Revisit concepts and terminology 
●​ Students need to write - suggestions to create a 

new character who won the othe golden ticket… 

 

●​ Contrasting characters allows you to introduce 
conflict and contrast 

 

●​ Think/say one thing then do another 
●​ Forgo something to achieve a bigger dream 
●​ Visual  

○​ costume/music help audience connect eg: 
white is protagonist/black is antagonist 
etc 

○​ Camera angle… if you as the audience is 
looking up the character is powerful… if 
you are looking down the character is 
weak 

 

●​ Physical conflict - fighting 
●​ External conflict 
●​ Internal conflict 
●​ All stories have conflict and introduce dilemmas 

 

 

●​ Comparison of characterisation 

 

●​ Use character introduction for guided focus to 
draw attn to traits etc - make impressions 

○​ Clothing 
○​ Quotes 
○​ Possessions 
○​ Music 
○​ What they say (dialogue) - tells us 

background, accent gives away a lot… 



○​ What they do (actions)... how they move 
○​ How they react to win/loss (reaction) 
○​ Facial expressions 
○​ Attitude 

 

●​ Names suggest location and era in time 
●​ Connotation suggestive of personal traits 
●​ What can we infer from factual details to what 

type of person they are 

 

●​ How well does each character's name match their 
description ?  

●​ What more does the name tell us about the 
person? 

●​ Stereotypes in representations can be 
probelmatic/racist/ gender bias etc 

 

●​ Use Word Hippo here to generate synonyms to 
show us how they do something and the 
connotations this give us 

●​ All help shape our impression of the characters 
●​ Great opps to widen vocabulary 
●​ Think about connotations more than denotations 

(literal meaning) of words when describing 
characters - good for developing show not tell 

 

●​ Strengthening connection to characterisation 
through games 

●​ What patterns can you see when you identify the 
placement of verbs 

●​ Rewrite the description only changing verbs to 
change the traits they display in the text 

●​ Kinesthetic link through drama to show how 
characters move/sit… 

 

●​ Dialogue 
●​ Infer a lot from the way a character talks 
●​ Explore 1st person/2nd person/3rd person 
●​ Aspects of voice… How they speak is important… 

What types of sentence types they use…What 
does this tell us?  



 

●​ Look for text that weaves additional languages 
through the text 

●​ Remove all names from dialogue and guess who 
said what by what was said… Which character 
would have said this? Why do you think this? 

●​ Script writing helps chn see how the role of 
dialogue and how a story can develop from what 
is inferred 

 

●​ Define stereotyping 
●​ What does problematic representation mean? 

Can you find an example? 
○​ Men strong/women weak 

 

Link 
●​ Students can read this aloud  and record 

themselves 
●​ How do they interpret the words 
●​ Does the way they read it change the mood? 

 

●​ Details omitted 
○​ Name 
○​ Location 
○​ Age 
○​ Ethnicity 

●​ We can know 
○​ Lives on a farm - hilly terrain 
○​ 3 miles from town 
○​ Lives with sister, Mum no mention of Dad 
○​ Likes rugby 
○​ Likes pigs 
○​ Independent - can get to/from game 

alone 
○​ Likes reading - makes connections 

between what he reads and what he 
thinks 

●​ We can infer 
○​ Responsible 
○​ Self manages 
○​ Positive outlook on everything 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/periodicals/TAH197311.2.5


 

●​ Can build a picture of character by listing only 
the verbs mentioned 

●​ Use this! 
●​ Pattern shows us he is active 

 

●​ Identify oxymorons/ opposites of what you 
expect eg: joyous stink of pigs… negatives are 
turned into positives 

●​ Pattern repeated… good/great allow us to 
connect to his thoughts  

 

●​ Modal verbs intensify the use of the verb to allow 
us to infer mood or challenge presented 

 

●​ Shows us it is personal and chatty 
●​ Idiom - ‘full of beans’ 

 

Define these things 
 
Can book a small group session to unpack further 

 Students read about characters and how they are 
depicted then write their own characterisation 

  

  

  

 


