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Anxiety is a normal emotional response that everyone experiences when faced with
stress or uncertainty. However, when this feeling becomes excessively frequent,
intense, uncontrollable, and persistently disrupts daily life, it may develop into an

anxiety disorder.
Symptoms of Anxiety Disorders

Anxiety symptoms are typically divided into two categories: psychological and

physical, manifesting in various ways.
1. Psychological Symptoms

® Excessive worry and an inability to control thoughts.

e Fatigue and difficulty concentrating.

e Feeling tense, irritable, or easily startled.

e Persistent pessimism about future events, constantly fearing the worst.
2. Physical Symptoms

e Palpitations, chest tightness, or chest pain.

e Rapid breathing, dizziness, and sweating.

® Muscle tension and soreness in the neck and shoulders.

e Digestive issues such as nausea, diarrhea, or stomach pain.
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e® Sleep disturbances, including trouble falling asleep, frequent waking, or

nightmares.

These physical symptoms often lead patients to believe they have another illness,

when in fact, they stem from psychological anxiety.
Causes of Anxiety Disorders

Anxiety disorders are complex and typically result from a combination of biological,

psychological, and social factors:

1. Genetics : Anxiety disorders may run in families, suggesting a hereditary
tendency.
2. Brain Chemistry Imbalance: Anxiety disorders are linked to abnormalities in

neurotransmitters like serotonin and norepinephrine.

3. Childhood Experiences: Trauma or stress during childhood increases the

likelihood of developing anxiety disorders in adulthood.

4, Environmental Stress: Living in high-pressure environments without effective

coping strategies can trigger anxiety disorders.
Impact of Anxiety Disorders

Anxiety disorders not only cause emotional exhaustion but can also significantly

affect physical health:
e Chronic anxiety increases the risk of hypertension and heart disease.

e |t can weaken the immune system, making the body more susceptible to

illness.

e |t affects interpersonal relationships, career development, and overall quality

of life.

e Without timely treatment, anxiety disorders may lead to depression or other

mental health issues.

Treatment and Coping Strategies



Although anxiety disorders may seem complex, they are manageable and treatable.

Here are some common approaches:
1. Psychotherapy

e Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT): Helps patients alleviate anxiety by

changing negative thought patterns and behaviors.

e Mindfulness Therapy: Reduces worry about the future through meditation

and focusing on the present.
2. Medication
e Anti-Anxiety Medications: Such as benzodiazepines for short-term relief.
o Antidepressants: Like SSRIs for long-term management.
3. Lifestyle Adjustments
e Maintain a regular schedule with adequate sleep and avoid late nights.

e Adopt a healthy diet, limiting caffeine and alcohol, while increasing fresh

fruits and vegetables.

e Engage in moderate exercise, such as jogging, yoga, or swimming, to release

stress.
4. Social Support

e Share your feelings with family and friends to gain understanding and

support.
e Join support groups to connect with others experiencing similar challenges.
5. Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)
® Acupuncture: Regulates meridians to soothe emotions.

e Herbal Medicine: Remedies like Xiaoyao Powder or Chaihu Jia Longgu Muli

Tang help balance the nervous system.
o Massage Therapy: Relaxes muscles and relieves physical symptoms.

Conclusion



Anxiety disorders are common mental health issues in modern life. They are more
than mere emotional fluctuations and can profoundly affect quality of life and
physical health. Through scientific treatments and healthy lifestyle habits, most

patients can regain inner peace and tranquility.
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