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1. Introduction and Professional Background​

My name is Akosua Owusu, a registered nurse from Ghana with seven years of progressive 

clinical experience in acute and surgical care settings. I currently serve as a Senior Staff Nurse at 

the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra, where I provide frontline care to patients with complex 

needs and collaborate with multidisciplinary teams in managing high-risk cases. Over the years, I 

have developed a strong passion for improving clinical outcomes, advocating for patients, and 

advancing the professional autonomy of nurses within Ghana’s health system. These convictions 

have motivated me to apply for the MSc in Advanced Clinical Practice at King’s College 

London, which I believe will provide me with the knowledge and credentials to transition into an 

Advanced Nurse Practitioner role. 

2. Academic and Clinical Foundation​

I earned my Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of Ghana, Legon. My 

undergraduate programme provided a solid theoretical and practical foundation in adult nursing, 

pharmacology, health assessment, and research methods. Following my national service, I was 

posted to a high-acuity medical ward, where my clinical competence, initiative, and teamwork 

were recognised. I was later transferred to the surgical unit, where I took on pre-operative and 

post-operative patient care, discharge planning, and mentorship of newly posted nurses. These 

diverse experiences helped me develop key competencies in patient assessment, care planning, 

clinical reasoning, and ethical decision-making. 

Beyond clinical duties, I have participated in internal quality improvement initiatives aimed at 

reducing hospital-acquired infections and improving patient satisfaction. These engagements 



sparked my interest in evidence-based practice and the broader impact of clinical leadership. 

However, I have encountered recurring limitations in scope—particularly the inability to 

independently assess, diagnose, prescribe, or coordinate advanced interventions. These 

limitations have only reinforced my desire to become an Advanced Clinical Practitioner capable 

of leading change, delivering high-level care, and supporting system-wide improvements. 

3. Why King’s College London?​

I am particularly drawn to King’s College London because of its outstanding global reputation in 

healthcare education, its innovative curriculum, and its commitment to research and practice 

excellence. The MSc in Advanced Clinical Practice offers an ideal blend of academic rigour, 

clinical training, and leadership development. The modules on Independent Prescribing, 

Advanced Clinical Reasoning, and Physical Assessment are directly aligned with the core 

competencies I need to practice autonomously at an advanced level. I am also excited about the 

opportunity to learn from faculty members actively engaged in research and NHS-based practice, 

as well as to interact with an international cohort of peers. 

Moreover, King’s location in London presents a valuable opportunity for me to immerse myself 

in a dynamic and diverse healthcare system that models advanced nursing practice at its best. I 

am confident that the exposure will sharpen my clinical judgement, broaden my worldview, and 

empower me to become a transformative figure in nursing within the Ghanaian context. 

4. Future Goals and Impact​

Upon completion of the programme, I intend to return to Ghana and work in a specialist 

nurse-led role within a teaching hospital or regional facility. My long-term goal is to support the 

formalisation and expansion of Advanced Practice Nursing (APN) in Ghana through advocacy, 

training, and policy engagement. I also plan to collaborate with nursing schools and the Ghana 

Health Service to develop frameworks for advanced practice competencies, scope of practice, 

and mentorship models. Ultimately, I hope to influence reforms that elevate the professional 

profile of nurses and improve healthcare delivery in underserved communities. 

5. Conclusion​

I believe the MSc in Advanced Clinical Practice at King’s College London is the right next step 

in my professional journey. I bring to the programme a strong work ethic, leadership potential, 



clinical experience, and an unwavering commitment to healthcare improvement. I am eager to 

engage with global best practices, learn from esteemed faculty, and contribute to the vibrant 

academic community at King’s. Thank you for considering my application. 
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