
Holistic Rubric Example:   
Research Paper Assignment   

Score  Criteria  
(80-100%)  Research paper demonstrates complete understanding  

and execution of the assigned objectives. Thesis 
statement/argument is clearly stated, complex and 
original, and the writing does not spend excessive time 
on any one point of development at the expense of 
developing other points in the body of the paper. Writing 
s also error-free, without ambiguity, and reads smoothly, 
creatively, and with a purpose.  

3 (70-79%)  Research paper demonstrates considerable 
understanding and execution of the assigned objectives. 
Thesis statement/argument is stated, verges on the 
complex and original, and the writing shows accuracy 
and balance in developing body points, but may exhibit 
occasional weaknesses and lapses in correctness. 
Writing also has some errors and ambiguities, yet does 
read clearly and coherently.  

2 (60-69%)  Research paper demonstrates some understanding and 
execution of the assigned objectives. Thesis 
statement/argument is faintly stated and/or expected 
and not confident, and the writing is inconsistent in 
erms of balance in developing body points, and exhibits 
weaknesses and lapses in correctness. Writing also has 
many errors and ambiguities, and may read confusingly 
and incoherently.  

1 (50-59%)  Research paper demonstrates limited understanding 
and execution of the assigned objectives. Thesis 
statement/argument is simplistic, unoriginal, and/or not 
present at all, and the writing is unbalanced in 
developing body points, weak, and incomplete. Writing 
also has numerous errors and ambiguities, and reads 
confusingly and incoherently.  

Adapted from John Bean, Engaging Ideas, Exhibit 15.4: Holistic Scale for Grading Article 
Summaries (262)  
 


