Memoirs of a Sad Dog by Harry Wildfire
(This piece is signed ‘Harry Wildfire,” a Chatterton pen name).
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Original Manuscript : Missing presumed Lost

First Printing :
Town and Country Magazine (in two parts).
% First part : July, 1770, p. 374 : View online or Scroll to Panel 1 below.
% Second part : August, 1770, p. 431 : View online or Scroll to Panel 2 below.

Second Printing :

% Miscellanies 1778, p.184 : View online

Note:
Also in 1803, but rejected 34 years later by Joseph Cottle in his Early Recollections, however, Taylor

and Meyerstein are sure it is by Chatterton.

Analysis of the above :

e Taylor, p.1108 : four pages dedicated to this piece : View panel 3 below
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~mouniains of the north in his defcription,

my father,

574 ' Memoirs gf :
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Memoirs ¢f @ Sap-Doa.

Iﬁ the Editor of the Town and Country
MAGAZINE.
SIR,

HE man who fits down to write his
T own hiftory, has ne very agreeable
tafk to execote. The chevalier 'lgalylor is
the enly egotiit fince Julius Cefar, who
has made tolcrable work in drawing the

i@ure of himfelf. Julius had but two co-

yurs to paint with, truth and claffic ele-
gance : E:n:. the chevalier had the advant-
age, for he was too great to be confined
within the bounds of the firlt qual:fication,
and has daubed with a thoufind materi.ls.
‘The fentimental John Buncle fhould not
‘be f ; the man who admires the

will lofe all his adiniration in the real
- But to proceed to my own
m{ga Iam, M. Prioter, a fad dog, a
very fad dog; have rum through many fad
adventures, had many fad elcapes from the |
clutches of bailiffs, and at the time of

wiiting this [ad ielation, am throned in a | at

broken chair within an inch of a thunder-
‘cloud. I fet outin life with a fortune of :
five thoufand pounds, which the old prig,

picce of sdvice: “ Tiem,

me, and I began, for the firft ¢

Fanny He————t, who by a natur.
tion 1s tranfmigrated from a '

beauty, but
:mn% the bucks and pretty
city. ;
when Mifs Fanny ha | experien
to perceive that fhe had nailed my
As I was neither acquainted wit
| rater, or fitnation, 1 was not a |
with the cundaﬂ:wding
noured me with,
quelt, I made her a few ¢
"fquired her out of the

my'elf blett in being permi
pany her to her lodgings.
joyed my tére-i t
fure I was attonifhed at he
known thunder of the
N—!e—tr. d
harridan, fhe is
would rather lofe
her tor a fingle
upon earth,™
mation the

or Mifs n.-&mz |

C me vith dhis memolable | ro

adieu, drank three bottles of claret with

Sir Stentor Ranger, who Had maried my | |
fiiter, and drove furioutly to the n :
ks in my own phacton and fou
w:t;:he onli book which I ever he
with a perufal; and being pretty well
in the theory of gambhing, 1 vent
engage with fome knights of the p
were a little better verfed in the p
part, and at one fitting loft one
my fortune.  This was a terri

Iife, 10 reflect ; but a bottle of chs
and a night at the hotel, drove
ome idea out of my head.

bagn-o-keeper, was then in the b
her charms; the was never a
always a very fav

wWas one evenin -

Prefuming

e
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“ *Sblood and

ine for a
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nlaw, for
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months play the fame
1 inlh no decay of vigour.
ﬂpﬂ mer-
coach and
; where hisa
nf |udgment, in t
nw to the city. Ttis
a cuckold, and by mere
: free of his company ; but
#tnmt to himn in the feale
intile merit. The extraordinary
e has made in alate political affair,
ittle to his :dvanugc
{ in his defence, tl'u.t the Earl of
reateft act of
d de him, wiz.

M
pon very lu&f

g Pl iy B

athan’s can wh‘l'pcrhpmd'
licence with half hi
B:umnyonaadlnd m,peﬁ.Mr Prin-
circulation of bad
ble as the coin

t him in no |
and i

rn'ﬂ;gcrmorh-ﬁmy:t
ius has often ftruck upon

ts. He is unnivalled in
amount of rate

ter, the ftop
I:nlfmnce, m:

appear to fome, has
than feven thoufand |
the wade of him ud :l partnersa

t{vﬁnd out m good qulrwi,ladypu
ed;u hu: was :!:_ot wan
n&now parti
uem mte?gnwut:hz houfe of tﬂptl'!
in the Smlad, and the amour for
fom time went fwimmingly on. Mirs.
was under no
my being fatiated with qoymta’fnr;e-
ncroully confidering I was

brother,lwerfamﬁeﬂogﬂnahef

but it muit

-h d'd him the
p mortal man con
i b:iurde fealt, and revealed
tin the culinary art, till then
known to all the world but
p and his cook. Some indeed
ﬂ!al: this fecret is nothi
venifon an addition

but a younger
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ibly. But the knight wuhlm‘ﬁanﬂ

tation would receive a | to um
felf with demandi Icn‘q.
fa_' the m]urxl I::E .#

the affair be made | ci
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fhould

his
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Panel 2 : Memoirs of a Sad Dog continued a little way down the first column.
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a3
of paintings, and has_an originl, eafy
manter of wit -hn'l‘h‘:;hﬁ owleds
in antiquity equals his other phith-
mga;yb???puud. _As Sir Stentor | by
Bad ever been politically attached to his | fron

family, he weleomed the baron with
demontiration of joy, and oadered the bells
of the parith church to be rung. Asa
further tellimony of his joy, he fent for
- @ blind fidler, the Barthclemon of the
willage, to entertain the baron with a folo
during dinner 5 and af
Hoed’s Ramble was melodioufly ehaunted
by the knight's groom and dairy-maid, to
the excellent muiic of a two-{ftringed vio-

kin, and a bagpipe. A concert by the firft |

mafters in Europe could not have pleafed
the baron fo well: he imagined himfelf
eanied back to the age of his favowrite
bero, Richwrd the Third. Should an
eriic affert, that it is impoflible
an imagination could enter the cere-
‘bellum of the baron, who confines al
his 1deas 'h’ith;illll’.'tht na:}uw limits of
propriety (for the fon Robin Hood
were m{: m bein "ti]lgt‘_!ierci n of queen
Elizabeth) his affertion fhall ftand uncon-
tradifled by me, as I know, by woetul
experience, that when an author refolves
* to think himfelf in the right, it is more
‘than human argument ean de to convince
hine he is in the wiong.
" “Fhe baron, afier dinner, afked the
knight if he had ever difcovered in any
about his houfe an efcurcheon argent,
* on a fefs-gules; three garbs, or; between
as unn* elds, fable, cheveronny of the
firlt. To this learned in tory the
knight antwered with a flare of aftonith-
: :;?mf and * Anon, Sir, what d'ye talk

don’t underttand fuch out-landith

# 3 FLi LL‘_ hm F ." u'ﬂ- ﬁ ﬁd-
iti . hgﬁminmtmﬂf?nﬁm
pitable to ilhd:b'ﬁ-hoﬂ' oby-horfe blwd ve

- to vifit the kennel, ﬁring!the_ cnight L

. t to
. permit the huntfman to go with him, leit

the dogs might not be over civil toa Rranger. |

& Odzookers,” cried Sir Stentor, * are you
afiaid of the dogs

. _CQ‘M'JV;' 1"“'\" Ani -‘ ary.

the defert, Robin |
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tion was | pounds. I was now in raptyres, ond faw .
e ‘tune fwimming before my fight. I 1l
'had too | continued improving my principal, when
exper it | an account from Tricfte reduced me to fe-
ing more fubftan- | ven hundred ; and in a fw days after an-
or fricafee ¢ after liﬁhf‘ at the | ether account from the fame unfortundte
of Sir Stentor, and feal place utterly ruined me, and I waddled a
nd venifon, I found it diffi- | Jame duck out of the alley. What covld
ids and fhadows. But | Inow do? As to mechanic bufineis I was
tion was foon drown- | utierly a ftrangef to it, and jny foul dif-
oung marchione(s, who | dained the livery of a. flave. I had dif-
‘eyes withotit telling them | trafted myfelf with refleétion till the h&
ve, that it was fiible not | bill of ten pounds was muiilated, when I
rita I dire®ed my valet La | thought of fetting up for an author. As
0 make enquiry after | I did hot doubt my invention, and had .
nce that fhe was | vanity encugh for the charafter, I fit = |
f a marquis, and of a | down to invoke the mufes. The firtt fruits of J
y | my pen were a political effay and a piece of .
poetry : the firit L carried to a patriete
| bookieller, whe is in his own cp.nion of
|| much confequence to the caufe of hberty
w | and the poetry was left with another:
the fame trihe, who made bold to make it
{ a means of puffing his Magazme, butres
fufed any gratuity. Mr, Biitanricus o firlk
imagining the picce was notto be paid for,
“was lavifh of his praifes,and Imigit depead
upon it, it fhould do hononr to his flaming
rm' ic paper; but when hie was rold that
fome recompence, he afiumed
an air of criticifm, and begged my pare 3
don ; he did not know that circumf@lance,
and really he did not think it good lans
guage, or found reafoninz. 1 was not
difcouraged by ths d‘i:c‘t‘mm and ¢il=
ticifins of the boekiciling tribe ; and
as 1 know the ait of Curlifin preuy
well, I make a tolerable hand of . -
ife | But, Mr. Puioter, the late piofscutions i
: :ﬁphﬁunhunﬂflhn having frightened ~ +
em all out of their patiictifin, I am |
neceflitated either to write for the enter- “
tainment of the public, or in defence of r
the miniftry. As Lbave fome little yemaine
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§ ¢+ Your humble fervant, s
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY, .

Panel 3: Taylor, p.1108 : four pages of analysis, the small extract below sums it up.

“Though 'Memoirs' is a lively picaresque fiction, it is perhaps even more interesting for the amount of
personal fantasy and of ironically viewed personal experience that C was able to work smoothly into
it. In the first half, we have the irresistible gentleman-amorist with his anti-bourgeois tone-a
combination often seen in C's letters and poems. Then he mocks his own Ossianics as well as
Macpherson's. The second half makes comic fiction of the Walpole episode, with its expectations and
eventual dis- appointment, and of his struggles to extract a fortune from the London editors.”
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