
 

Creative Time and Vera List Center for Art and Politics  
Teach-in on Ukraine for Artists, Activists, and Arts Workers 

A Reading List 
 

As part of this teach-in, we have compiled a reading and resource list that hosts a range of 
perspectives, among them anti-war, anti-imperial, and anti-racist critiques of the ongoing 
invasion of Ukraine. Together, these texts offer starting points for learning and standing in 
solidarity with Ukrainian and other occupied territories world-wide. We will continue to add to 
this list in the coming weeks. If you would like to add a reading or resource, please email us at 
vlc@newschool.edu.  

 
Historical Context 
 
“Ukraine's Dangerous Independence.” Throughline, NPR, March 10, 2022. 
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/08/1085233552/ukraines-dangerous-independence 
 
Cengel, Katya. “The 20th-Century History Behind Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine.” Smithsonian 
Magazine, March 4, 2022. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-20th-century-history-behind-russias-invasion-of-
ukraine-180979672/  
 
Plokhy, Serhii. “The empire returns: Russia, Ukraine and the long shadow of the Soviet Union.” 
Financial Times, January 28, 2022. 
https://www.ft.com/content/0cbbd590-8e48-4687-a302-e74b6f0c905d  
 
 
Ukraine-Russia Relations, NATO, EU, Russia  
 
Afinogenov, Gregory. “The Seeds of War.” Dissent Magazine, March 2, 2022.  
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/the-seeds-of-war 
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Klion, David. “Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine: An Explainer.” Jewish Currents, February 24, 2022. 
https://jewishcurrents.org/russias-invasion-of-ukraine-an-explainer 
 
Reynolds, Maura. “‘Yes, He Would’: Fiona Hill on Putin and Nukes,” Politico, February 28, 2022 
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/02/28/world-war-iii-already-there-00012340 
 
Shynkarenko, Mariia. “Not about NATO.” Public Seminar, February 23, 2022.  
https://publicseminar.org/essays/not-about-nato/  
 
The Red Nation Podcast: No War, No NATO in Ukraine with Onyesonwu Chatoyer and Austin 
Gonzalez. Podcast, March 7, 2022.  
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4fdF3ATSZoZCaxWB0rY4jO?si=ii5ngcjwSGK1jcF79K7nVQ&con
text=spotify%3Ashow%3A2aoVI4U5p9wuzh2nKS6Qjd  
 
Anti-Capitalist, Anti-Imperial Perspectives 
 
Artiukh, Volodymyr. “US-plaining is not enough. To the Western left, on your and our mistakes.” 
Commons, March 1, 2022.  
 
Smoleński, Jan and Jan Dutkiewicz. “The American Pundits Who Can’t Resist ‘Westsplaining’ 
Ukraine.” The New Republic, March 4, 2022. 
https://newrepublic.com/article/165603/carlson-russia-ukraine-imperialism-nato?fbclid=IwAR2
FouRjUIt6YkO5lnV2RKM44cJ_3_uqF-KcUUiDroBTssBScurcLHENrUg 
 
 
Oil, Energy, and Nuclear War 
 
Klein, Naomi. “Toxic Nostalgia, From Putin to Trump to the Trucker Convoys” The Intercept, 
March 1, 2022. 
https://theintercept.com/2022/03/01/war-climate-crisis-putin-trump-oil-gas/ 
 
 
On the Ground Perspectives  
 
Belorusets, Yevgenia. “A Wartime Diary.” Artforum and ISOLARII, Ongoing. 
https://www.artforum.com/slant/a-wartime-diary-by-yevgenia-belorusets-88035 
 
Ali, Soraya. “Ukraine: Why so many African and Indian students were in the country.” BBC News, 
March 4, 2022.  
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-60603226 
 
Kyiv Independent 
https://kyivindependent.com 
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Radynski, Oleksiy. “The Case Against the Russian Federation.” e-flux Journal, March 2022.  
https://www.e-flux.com/journal/125/453868/the-case-against-the-russian-federation/ 
 
 
Global Perspectives  
 
al-Haj Saleh, Yassin. “Why Ukraine Is a Syrian Cause.” DAWN, March 4, 2022.  
https://dawnmena.org/why-ukraine-is-a-syrian-cause/  
 
Applebaum, Anne. “The Impossible Suddenly Became Possible.” The Atlantic, March 1, 2022.  
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/03/putins-war-dispelled-the-worlds-illusions/
623335/ 
 
Arystanbek, Aizada. “Why romanticising the Soviet Union obscures its colonial past.” Gal-Dem, 
February 28, 2022. 
https://gal-dem.com/why-romanticising-the-soviet-union-obscures-its-colonial-past/  
 
Badior, Daria. “Why We Need a Post-Colonial Lens to Look at Ukraine and Russia.” Hyperallergic, 
March 9, 2022.  
https://hyperallergic.com/716264/why-we-need-a-post-colonial-lens-to-look-at-ukraine-and-rus
sia/?fbclid=IwAR0iXZ8HglrxJuTbvPQSmkcp-zDao32f2RnE_omzqdFcvvypORD-psTu5Rg 
 
Khattab, Asser. “War Coverage May Depend on Who’s Involved.” New Lines Magazine, March 3, 
2022.  
​​https://newlinesmag.com/newsletter/war-coverage-may-depend-on-whos-involved/  
 
Kirn, Gal. “Against war in Ukraine and the New Imperialism: A Letter of Solidarity with the 
Oppressed.” LeftEast, MArch 10, 2022. 
https://lefteast.org/against-war-in-ukraine-and-new-imperialism-a-letter-of-solidarity-with-the-
oppressed/ 
 
Rogin, Josh. “Opinion: A Syrian rebel commander’s advice to Ukrainians on how to fight Russian 
invaders.” The Washington Post, February 28, 2022.  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/02/28/syrian-rebels-have-advice-for-ukrainia
n-fighters-on-fighting-russians/ 
 
Sahloul, Zaher. “Russia’s attacks in Syria were a prelude to Putin’s war on Ukraine.” Chicago 
Tribune, March 1, 2022. 
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-ukraine-syria-putin-civilian-a
ttacks-20220301-x5cfnkisaje4lbykjhtttpa5ty-story.html  
 
Shaheen, Kareem. “Racism Isn’t a One-Way Street.” New Lines Magazine, March 5, 2022.  
https://newlinesmag.com/newsletter/racism-isnt-a-one-way-street/ 
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“War in Ukraine: Ten Lessons from Syria.” CrimethInc., March 7, 2022. 
https://crimethinc.com/2022/03/07/war-in-ukraine-ten-lessons-from-syria-syrian-exiles-on-ho
w-their-experience-can-inform-resistance-to-the-invasion 
  
Refugees, Immigration, and Racism  
 
Fernández Simon, Maite. “African students living in Ukraine say they face racism while trying to 
flee.” The Washington Post, March 5, 2022. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/03/05/ukraine-african-refugees-racism/ 
 
Gbadamosi, Nosmot. “How the Russia-Ukraine War Impacts Africans.” Foreign Policy, March 2, 
2022.  
​​https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/02/russia-ukraine-war-african-students-border-crisis/ 
 
Lazare, Sarah. “How the Red Scare Shaped the Artificial Distinction Between Migrants and 
Refugees.” In These Times, February 5, 2018.  
https://inthesetimes.com/article/cold-war-anti-communism-political-refugee-economic-migrant
-war-poverty 
 
Munayyer, Yousef. “On Watching Ukraine Through Palestinian Eyes.” The Nation, March 4, 2022. 
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/ukraine-palestine-occupation/   
 
Osei-Opare, Nana and Thom Loyd. “Anti-Black racism is upending easy narratives about the 
exodus from Ukraine.” The Washington Post, March 3, 2022. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/03/03/anti-black-racism-is-upending-easy-nar
ratives-about-historic-exodus-ukraine/ 
 
 
Artists, Art, and Historical Sites 
 
Adams, Geraldine Kendall . “Museum community mobilizes to help colleagues in Ukraine” 
Museums Association, March 1, 2022.  
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2022/03/museum-community-
mobilises-to-help-colleagues-in-ukraine/# 
 
Artists at Risk Connection  
https://artistsatriskconnection.org/ 
 
Artists for Ukraine 
https://artistsforukraine.org 
 
Bishara, Hakim. “Ukrainian Artists Speak Out As Invasion Intensifies”. Hyperallergic, February 25, 
2022.  
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https://hyperallergic.com/713794/ukrainian-artists-speak-out-as-invasion-intensifies/ 
 
Sherwood, Harriet. “‘Cultural catastrophe’: Ukrainians fear for art and monuments amid 
onslaught.” The Guardian, March 1, 2022. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/01/cultural-catastrophe-ukrainians-fear-for-art-
and-monuments-amid-onslaught 
 
Support Ukrainian artists 
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2022/03/10/heres-how-you-can-help-the-ukraine-aid-effort
-by-buying-art 
 
Responses and Solidarity Statements  
 
Babij, Larissa. “A Kind of Refuge.” March 16, 2022. 
https://akindofrefugee2022.substack.com 
 
Babij, Larissa. “Statement of Ukrainian Artists.” February 28, 2022. 
https://www.facebook.com/larissa.babij/posts/2501505346647454/ 
 
Dispatches from Ukrainian writers and authors speaking about their experience of the 
intensified war: 
https://agnionline.bu.edu/blog/dispatches-from-ukraine/ 
 
Recker, Jane. “How Artists Are Responding to Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine.” Smithsonian 
Magazine, March 3, 2022.  
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/how-artists-are-responding-to-russias-invasion-
of-ukraine-180979653/ 
 
Velie, Elaine. “Thousands of Russian Artists Denounce Invasion In Open Letter”. Hyperallergic, 
March 1, 2022 
https://hyperallergic.com/714636/thousands-of-russian-artists-denounce-invasion-in-open-lett
er/ 
 
Vilensky, Dmitry. “Open Letter on the Withdrawal from the Teach-In on Ukraine.” March 12, 
2022. 
https://chtodelat.org/b5-announcements/a-6/open-letter-on-the-withdrawal-from-the-teach-in
-on-ukraine-by-dmitry-vilensky/?fbclid=IwAR1xTAHq6F1gXpPMawpHxw0a_D9DSUvrIlhIsmdHhE
nwlbx54b9q0j_PXFw 
 
 
Mutual Aid, Resources, and Ways to Help  
 

5 

https://hyperallergic.com/713794/ukrainian-artists-speak-out-as-invasion-intensifies/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/01/cultural-catastrophe-ukrainians-fear-for-art-and-monuments-amid-onslaught
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/01/cultural-catastrophe-ukrainians-fear-for-art-and-monuments-amid-onslaught
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2022/03/10/heres-how-you-can-help-the-ukraine-aid-effort-by-buying-art
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2022/03/10/heres-how-you-can-help-the-ukraine-aid-effort-by-buying-art
https://akindofrefugee2022.substack.com
https://www.facebook.com/larissa.babij/posts/2501505346647454/
https://agnionline.bu.edu/blog/dispatches-from-ukraine/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/how-artists-are-responding-to-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-180979653/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/how-artists-are-responding-to-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-180979653/
https://hyperallergic.com/714636/thousands-of-russian-artists-denounce-invasion-in-open-letter/
https://hyperallergic.com/714636/thousands-of-russian-artists-denounce-invasion-in-open-letter/
https://chtodelat.org/b5-announcements/a-6/open-letter-on-the-withdrawal-from-the-teach-in-on-ukraine-by-dmitry-vilensky/?fbclid=IwAR1xTAHq6F1gXpPMawpHxw0a_D9DSUvrIlhIsmdHhEnwlbx54b9q0j_PXFw
https://chtodelat.org/b5-announcements/a-6/open-letter-on-the-withdrawal-from-the-teach-in-on-ukraine-by-dmitry-vilensky/?fbclid=IwAR1xTAHq6F1gXpPMawpHxw0a_D9DSUvrIlhIsmdHhEnwlbx54b9q0j_PXFw
https://chtodelat.org/b5-announcements/a-6/open-letter-on-the-withdrawal-from-the-teach-in-on-ukraine-by-dmitry-vilensky/?fbclid=IwAR1xTAHq6F1gXpPMawpHxw0a_D9DSUvrIlhIsmdHhEnwlbx54b9q0j_PXFw


 

Community Self-help, organization that provides medical aid to hospitals facing shortages in 
embattled cities; sends out daily newsletters about on-the-ground conditions in Ukrainian cities; 
supports refugees arriving in Lviv: 
https://communityselfhelp.org/ 
 

Public bulletin board for people offering/looking for refugee shelter: 
https://www.ukrainetakeshelter.com 
 
Resources for BIPOC & Slavic Ukrainian Refugees Resources: Disabled Ukrainians compiled by 
Kimberly St. Julian-Varnon https://linktr.ee/ksvarnon  
 
Emergency Resources for Ukrainian Scholars 
https://networks.h-net.org/node/4555727/projecttype/Emergency-Resources-for-Ukrainian-Sc
holars  
 
Direct aid for Ukrainian defense https://www.comebackalive.in.ua 
 
Refugees traveling to Hungary https://www.facebook.com/groups/994143548136400 
 
PEN Ukraine resources on the war and ways to support: https://war.pen.org.ua/ 
 
Snyder, Timothy. Some new ways to help Ukrainians: 
https://snyder.substack.com/p/some-new-ways-to-help-ukrainians?s=r 
 

  DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE
 
 
Media and People to follow  
Nana Osei-Opare (@nanaoseiopare) 
Terrell Jermaine Starr (@terrelljstarr)  
Kimberly St. Julian-Varnon (@ksvarnon) 
War Stories from Ukraine https://www.facebook.com/war.stories.from.ukraine 
 
Other lists  
Pluto Press, Russia, Ukraine and War – an anti-capitalist reading list 
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