
The First Moroccan Crisis, also known as the Tangier Crisis, was a diplomatic and territorial 
dispute that occurred in 1905-1906 between Germany, France, and Britain over the control and 
influence in Morocco, a North African country. It was one of the early crises that contributed to 
the tensions leading up to World War I. 
 
 
Background: 
 
Morocco was a strategically important region due to its proximity to Europe and the 
Mediterranean Sea. European powers were interested in exerting influence and control over 
Morocco for economic and geopolitical reasons. 
France had established a significant degree of influence in Morocco through various 
agreements with the Moroccan government. 
 
 
The Crisis: 
 
The crisis was triggered when Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany visited Tangier, Morocco, in March 
1905. During his visit, he made a public speech expressing support for Moroccan independence 
and equal access to Moroccan markets for all European powers. 
Germany's actions were seen as a direct challenge to France's influence in Morocco. France 
viewed Morocco as part of its sphere of influence and was concerned about Germany's attempt 
to undermine its position. 
The crisis escalated as France and Germany engaged in a diplomatic standoff. France received 
support from its ally, Britain, while Germany found itself diplomatically isolated. 
 
 
Diplomatic Resolution: 
 
International diplomacy ultimately resolved the crisis. A conference was convened in the 
Spanish city of Algeciras in January 1906, attended by major European powers, to address the 
Moroccan issue. 
At the conference, the majority of European powers supported France's position and the 
preservation of the status quo in Morocco. Germany was largely isolated in its demands for 
increased influence in the region. 
The Algeciras Conference resulted in a declaration affirming Morocco's independence and 
territorial integrity while allowing for economic reforms under the supervision of an international 
commission. 
 
 
Impact: 
 
The First Moroccan Crisis demonstrated the fragile balance of power in Europe and the 
potential for conflict among major European powers over colonial and territorial interests. 



It further strained relations between Germany and France, setting the stage for future conflicts 
and contributing to the formation of alliances in the lead-up to World War I. 
The crisis highlighted the increasing assertiveness of Germany under Kaiser Wilhelm II in 
challenging the existing balance of power in Europe. 
In summary, the First Moroccan Crisis of 1905-1906 was a diplomatic standoff between 
Germany, France, and Britain over influence in Morocco. While it did not lead to immediate 
hostilities, it heightened tensions among major European powers and contributed to the overall 
instability in the years leading up to World War I. 
 


