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Abstract

This study reexamines the historical trajectories and identities of approximately
7.5 million members of the Korean diaspora, arguing for a paradigmatic shift in
both the object and methodology of Korean Studies. The Korean diaspora, no
longer reducible to a single national identity, represents a multilayered and fluid
community that connects Korea, host societies, and the world as active global
citizens. Through the case of the Zainichi Koreans, distinguished into
“oldcomers” and “newcomers” according to migration periods, the analysis
highlights differences in socio-economic positions, identity strategies, and
community dynamics. These findings underscore the heterogeneity and
historical complexity of diaspora experiences.

The paper proposes the concept of the “Global Korean” as an alternative to
traditional diaspora discourse, moving beyond nationalist or bloodline-centered
narratives. This perspective situates Koreans worldwide as active agents who
embody cosmopolitan values, transcending the confines of homeland-centered
identity. It further calls for an expanded vision of Korean Studies—shifting its
focus from Korea itself to Koreans across the globe, from past-oriented
philology and area studies toward an inclusive, interdisciplinary, and dialogic
scholarship.

The study emphasizes that Korean Studies must address not only Korea and
North Korea but also diasporic communities in diverse regions, thereby linking
local experiences to universal human concerns such as migration, identity,
discrimination, and resilience. The exemplary case of Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko
illustrates how a Korean diasporic narrative can achieve both scholarly depth
and universal resonance, transforming specific historical experiences into a
global human story.

Ultimately, the paper argues that Korean Studies should evolve into a “Global
Korean Studies” rooted in world citizenship and mutual understanding. Such a
framework enables the discipline to transcend ethnocentric limits, embrace the
plural identities of Koreans, and contribute to broader humanistic and social
scientific discourses on coexistence, diversity, and global interconnectedness.

Keywords : Korean Diaspora, Korean Studies, Overseas Koreans, Mutual
Understandings, Korean Wave
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